
riz-gross they have made in the highly important
science of cheiiistry.

"iHad I been ablo ta attend the nooting
this evening, I should have ondeavored to
stato the obaccts hadl in view in tho forna-
tion of the , Caiadian Pharmîacetutical Society
of Ontaria.' I iîay tako this method of do-
ing so in very few words. The great abject
lias been ta pronote a high standard of
knowledge on tho part of al thoso in any
way enployed in the dispensing and cni
pounding of materials uied in Medicine, and
to prevent thoso not pro wrly quahiccid on-
gagîug in the sale of articles of a dangorous
and poisonous character. Every person will
ut onco percoive that those objects are calcu-
latei ta further the well-beiug of the connu-
nity generaly, and especially thoso vhose
inisfortune it is ta b nfllieted wivth lliness in
anly fonil.

"l I an happy to say that thoso who have
beon the pronioters of this Society, have re-
ceived very great encouragement in their
design. Although the Society lias been in
existence only about twenty months, it lias
on its books about two hundred and fifty
memibers, cousisting of the most intelligent
druggists and apothocaries and their assist-
ants, in the Province of Ontario. The Society
bas establisied a monthly periodical, calloc
Tnu PH&RMucFnUcAL JOURNAL, which lis
furnished ta every melmber, and vhich lias,
in addition, a largo outsido circulation.

' The Society lias also sent about twenty-
five students ta the Cheminstry Class in the
M1echanics Institute during the past winter,
who1 have, I believo, done bath themselves
and titeir teacher great credit.

'"A Bill1 ivas preparoti for thie purpose of
incorporating te Society, but in conscequence
of th shortuess of the session of the Ontario
Legislature, it could not bu got through in
time.

ImI think, thereforo, that as our Society is
desirous of adding its mite ta advance the
general weil being of this " Canada of ours,"
it should, and will, receive the countenance
of the whole community.

After the close of Mr. Elliott's letter, Dr.
May was called upon ta distribute the prizes,
and in doing so,,he alluded ta the indefati-
gable diligence displayed by the students,
and also alluded to the fact that Prof. Croft
had made their test papers equal ta those
used in the first year at the University, and
that the ordeal had been passed in the Most
creditable manner. The successful competi-
tors then received the following awards :-
18T. PRIZE.-Pareiras Materia Medica, and

Brande and Taylor's Clcmistry.
wILLIAM ROSE.

2ND. PIUZE.- U. 2. Dispensatory:
ROBERT BREDIN.

san. Puzz.-Redwood's Supplcmcnt to the
Pharmacopæeia:

JOHN BLOCG.

4rn PRIZE.-For Punctual Atiendance:
Garrod's Materia Mcdica and Therapeutic.

KEZMNETH MILLER.

Dr. May said that Prof. Croft hald found
it exceedinigly difficalt ta distinguish between
theproficiency manifestei by the above stu-
dents in their examination papers, and that
Mr. Blogg was only three marks behind -the

g,
recipient of the first priZe. In regard ta Mr.
Miller, li said that in addition to proficiency,
ho never imiissed a lecture.

One of the most interesting features of the
evening was tho prcsentation of a clock, ac-
coimpiaietd by an address, to Dr. May, by
the students of the chemuistry class. Theso
were tendered by Messrs. Yomnans and Rus-
sell. Dr. May thanked the students in a
vory happy maniner, and after speeches by
several gentlemen, the mneotng tormiinated.

EDITORIAL SUMMARY.

Ir is said that some persons in England,
wlho regard the letter of the law more than
the spirit thereof, are takiing advantago of the
clause in the I lariacy Act, exempting deal-
ors in patent niedicmnes; ta present laudanum,
under new and attractive titles, as a proprie-
tary renedy. It ivill bo well for us ta take a
hinlt.

NEv TEST FOR, Nrrarc AcID.--A solution
of sulphato of anilino lins beora proposed by
M. Braun, as an exceeduigly delcate test for
itric acid ; it is to bo regretted, hiowever,

that the reaction is the sane as with hypo-
nitric acid, so that theso two substances can-
not be distinguished by theso ieans. To
preparo the solution, 10 drops of aniline are
miixed with 50 e. c. of daite aulphuic acid
(1 to 6). This solution is added, drop by
drop, ta twiice its volume of sulphuric acid

(sp. gr. 1-84%. A glass rod is dipped in the
solution ta ho tested, and then inuo the aniline
solution. The presence of nitric acid is indi-
cated by rei streaks on stirring; a larger pro-
portion of acid causes the whole liquid ta
becono carmine red. By this means any
contamination of sulphurie by nitric acid is
instantly shown, and the presence of nitrie
acid n rin rater, after a storn, is plainly
inîdicated.

AciD. NiTro - HIyDnociiLoitic. DIT.-

Fron experinients mad1ce on this preparation
by W. A. Tilden ta determine whether the
process of the British Pharnacopoia pos-
essed any advantage over that isually aem-
ployed, he arrives at the following conclu-
sions :-" That thora is a loss sustained in fol-
lowing the directions of thi Pharmacopceia,
sufficient ta render the nitro-hydrochlorie
acid a preparation variable in quality; also
that there is no purpose served in delaying
the addition of the vater, unless the diluted
product as administered lias been quite re-
cently prepared. He therefore recommonds
that the acids bc diluted at once with the
water, and stated that if the stroug acids em-
ployed be of the prescribed degrea of concen-
tration, the result of such mixture will agree
pretty accurately with the tests of donsity
and saturating power indlcated by the Phar-
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iacopoia; far moro nearly so, in fact, than
the dibito acid prepared strictly according ta
oflicial instructions.

LPEAVEs.-Tho changes which take place
in the color of leaves, in autumnu, have beau
investigatedl by Wharton. Starting from the
supposition that chlorophyl,the green coloring
imatter, is a conpound color, and must thora-
fora have for one uf its elinents a vegotable
blue, capable of beng reddoned by acids; ho
argues that the juices of leaves. kcopt in a
noutral condition by the vital forces, or by
alkalino niatter brouglit mn the sap fron the
the earth, when circulation cc ses, becomb
acidified by the oxygen of the air, and there-.l
fora capable of reddenîing the vegetable blu'
of the cliloroihyl. If this blua should be
thus reddened, it ou'ght ta becoio bluo again
on being subjected ta the action of an alkali;
and Mr. Wharton's experinents provo this
ta bu the case. Autuniial red leaves woro
exposei ta an atimosphero containing animo-
nia, and in most cases the rcen color was
restnred. Frost proba.blyplays no other part
in causing tl autunnal tints than merely in
cutting off the circulation between the leaf
and the tree.

DEcoLoiziNa EFFEcT Oi ANIMAL CiiAR-
coAL.-At the close of a discourse delivered
before the Chienical Society, by Dr. Wallace,
"Onith UCOhemistry af Suigar Refining," the
President enquired if any gentleman present
could inforni the meeting whîether the color-
absorbing power of animal charcoal romains
the sanie after the phosphata of lime con-
tame nl it has been removed by hydro-
chlorie acid ? Dr Hugo MillIer said that ho
had found fromt his own experiments in
filtration, that the pure charcoal, though
actually stronger in its action than the or-
dinary boue charcoal, is not so in proportion
ta thc quantity ; in fact, that the same
quantity of charcoal, when the bone-phos-
pliate i remnioved fromt it, is not so strong as
if it contaiued the bone-phosphate. Mr.
Williams said that lie could fully corroborato
this stateient fron repeated experiments of
his own ; that though the pure charcoal wil
of course do more than the common char-
coal, bulk for bulk, thora is no comparison
in the real per centage action of the carbon
in cach case.

THE PH ARMAcIsT, Published by the Chicago
Colleje of Pharmacy -We have roceivei the
third number of this periodical, and are nuch
pleased, with. its appearance. It contains a
number e of-iginal articles on subjects of in-
terest ta druggists, two of which will be found
in our presont issue. Ve hope suflicient
encouragement will be given ta warrant the
appearance of the Pharmacist as a monthly
paper.


