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gross thoy have made in tho highly important
acionco of chemistry, .

‘¢ Had T beon able to stiend the meoting
this ovening, I should have cndeavored to
atato tho objeets had in view in tho forma.
tion of the ¢ Canadian Pharmaceutical Society
of Ontario.” T may take this method of do-
ing so in vory fow words. The great object
has been to promoto o high standard of
knowledge on the }mrt of all thoso in any
way cmployed in the dispensing and com
pounding of matorials used in medicine, and
to prevent those not properly quahified en-

" goging in tho sale of articles of a dangorous

and puisonous character. Every porson will
at once perceive that thoso objects are calou-
Iated to further tho well-being of the commu-
nity generaly, and especially thoso whoso
misfortune it 13 to bo afilicted with 1llness in
any forh.

T am happy to say that thnso who have
beon the promoters of this Society, have re-
ceived very great encouragement in their
design. though the Soctoty has been in
existence only about twenty months, it has
on its books about two hundred and fifty
members, consisting of the most intelligent
druggists and apothecaries and their assist-
ants, in the Province of Ontario. The Society
has cstablished a monthly periodical, called
T PHARMACEUTICAL JOURNAL, which is
furnished to every member, and which has,
in addition, a large outside circulation.

““The Socicty has also sent about rwenty-
five students to the Chemistry Class in the
Mechanics Institute during the past winter,
who have, 1 believo, done both themselves
and their teacher great credit.

¢¢ A Bill was prepared for the purpose of
incorporating the Society, but in consequence
of the shortness of the scssion of the Ontario
Legislature, it could not be got through in
timo,

“T think, therefore, that as our Society is
desirous of adding its mite to advance the
general weil being of this ““Canada of ours,”
it should, and will, receive the countenance
of the whole community.”

After the close of Mr. Elliott's letter, Dr.
May was called upon to distribute the prizes,
and in doing sv, he alluded to the indefati-
gable diligence displayed by the students,
and also alluded to the fact that Prof. Croft
had made their test papers equal to those
used in the first year at the University, and
that the ordeal had been passed in the most
creditable manner. The successful competi-

tors then received the following awards :—

1sT. PRize.— Pareira’s Materia Medica, and
Brande and Taylor’s Chemistry.
WILLIAM ROSE.
28p. Prize.—U. S. Dispensatory:
ROBERT BREDIN.
3rn. Prize.—Redwood's Supplement to the
Pharmacopeia
JOHN BLOGG.
4rn Prize.—For Punctual Attendance:
GQarrod’s Materia Mcdica and Therapeutics.
KENKETH MILLER.

Dr. May said that Prof. Croft had found
it exceedingly difficult to distinguish between
the proficiency manifested by the zbove stu-
dents in their examination papers, and that
Mr. Blogg was only three marks behind the
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recipient of tho first prize. In regard to Mr.
Miller, ho said that in addition to proficiency,
he never missed a locture.

One of tho most interesting features of the
ovening was tho presentation of a clock, ac-
companied by an address, to Dr. May, by
the students of the chewistry class, These
were tendered by Messrs. Youmans and Rus-
sell.  Dr. May thanked the students in a
very happy manuer, and after speeches by
soveral gentlemen, the meeting terminated.

EDITORIAL SUMMARY.

It is said that some persons in England,
who regard the letter of the law more thau
the spirit thereof, are taking advantago of the
clause in the Tharmacy Act, exempting deal-
ers in patent medicines; to present laudanum,
under new and attractive titles, as a propries
tary remedy. It will bo well for us to take a
hint.

New Test ror NiThic AcCiD.-—A solution
of sulphato of aniline has beorn propused by
M. Braun, as an exceedingly delicate test for
nitric acid ; it is to be regretted, however,
that the reaction is the samo as with hypo-
nitric acid, so that these two substances can-
not be distinguished by theso means. To
prepara the solution, 10 drops of aniline are
nmixed with 60 c. c. of di.ate sulphuric acid
(I to 6). This solution is added, drop by
drop, to twice its volume of sulphuric acid
(sp. gr. 1'88). A glass rod is dipped in the
solution tobe tested, and then in’o the aniline
solution, The presence of nitrie acid 1s indi-
cated by red streakson stirring: a larger pro-
portion of acid causes the whole liquid to
becomo carmine red. By this means any
contamination of sulphuric by nitric acid is
instantly shown, and the preseace of witric
acid in rain water, after a storm, is plainly
indicated.

Acip. Nirtro- HypnocmLoric: DiLurt.—
From cxperiments made on this preparation
by W. A, Tilden to determine whether the
process of the DBritish Pharmacopaia pos-
essed any advantage over that usually em-
ployed, he arrives at the following conclu-
sions :—“ That thero is a loss sustained in fol-
lowing the directions of the Pharmacopeeia,
sufficient to render the nitro-hydrochloric
acid a preparation variable in quality; also
that there is no purpose served in delaying
the addition of the water, unless the diluted
product as administered has been quite re-
cently prepared. He therefore recommends
that the acids be diluted at once with the
water, and stated that if the strong acids em-
ployed be of the prescribed degree of concen-
tration, the result of such mixture will agree
pretty accurately with the fests of density
and saturating power indicated by the Phar-

macopoving far more nearly so, in fact, than
the diluto acid prepared atrictly according to
oflicial instructious,
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Luaves.—Tho changes which take placo
in tho color of leaves, in sutumn, have boen
investigated by Wharton.  Starting from the
supposition thatchlorophyl,the green coloring
matter, is a compound colur, and musé there-
foro have for ouo of 1ts clements a vegotablo
blue, capablo of being reddened by acids; ho
argues that tho juices of leaves, kopt ina
neutral condition by the vital forces, or by
alkalino matter brought m the sap from tho
the carth, when circulation ccises, becomb
acidified by the oxygen of the air, and thore"8
foro capable of reddening the vegetable blug
of the chlovophyl. If tlis blue should be
thus reddened, 1t ovght to become blue again
on being subjected to the action of an alkali;
and Mr. Wharton’s experiments prove this
to bo the case. Autummnal red leaves woro
exposed to an atmosphere containing ammo-
nia, and in most cases thosgrecn color was
restored.  Frost probably plays no other part
in causing tlio autumnal tints than merely in
cutting off the circulation between the leaf
and the tree.

Decoronizine EFrecr or ANivMar Cuan-
coaL.~—At the close of a discourse delivered
before tho Chemical Society, by Dr, Wallace,
“On the Chemistry of Sugar Refining,” the
President enquired if any gentleman present
could inform the mecting whether the color-
absorbing power of animal charcoal remaing
tho same after tho phosphate of lime con-
tamed in it has been removed by hydro-
chloric acid ! De Hugo Méller said that he
had found from his own experiments in
filtration, that the pure charcoal, though
actually stronger in its action than the or-
dinary bone charcoal, is not so in proportion
to the quantity; in fact, that the same
quantity of charcoal, when the bone-phos-’
phate 18 removed from it, is not so strong as
if 1t contamed the bone-phosphate. Mr.
Willinmns said that he eould fully corroborato
this statement from repeated experiments of
his own ; that though the pure charcoal w:ll
of course do wore than the common char-
coal, bulk for bulk, there is no comparison
in the real per centage action of the carbon
in each case.

Tue Praryacist, Published by the Chicago
College of Pharmacy —We have received tho
third number of this periodical, and are muck
pleased. with its appearance. It contains a
number of o-iginal articles on subjects of in-
terest to druggists, two of which will be found
in our present issue. 'We hope sufficient
encouragement will be given to warrant the
appearance of the Pharmacist 2s a monthly

paper.




