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researches,'* the earth is divided-the stili itfie known region of Australia
flot excepted.

This poverty of species appears the more strikiîig since the area of our
Fauna, is flot offiy the Iargest,; but also the most thoroughly searched.
Although it doe's flot extend to the tropios, that genuine home of the Hes-
peridae, it is, nevertheless, in this respect flot less favorably situated tlîan
is.North Amnerica north of Mexico, yet stili fahIs far behind that country.

Kirby's Sy;îonjumical Catalogue of Diiu.'wal Lepidopiei-a (1 87 1) embraces
eleven hundred and two species of H-esperians, known either by descrip-
tions or figures. Staudinger's catalogue of Lefidoptera of t/te Eurq'pean

*See this excellent work, " Thie Geto.orafdcaI .Disiriindioz of Alnillais, by A. R.
Wallace; Authorized Gerinan edition by A. 13. M\,eyer, 1876." 1 would hiere cail atten-
tion td the fact that the boundaries of the first priuiary region of Mr. Wallace, wvhich lie
niaines Palearctic, tlfii-%st exactly coincicle ivith thosc of our Etiropean region. The only
difference is that Wallace places the boun1 diary fardier south-in Africa to the Tropic of
Cancer, in Asia to the Himialaya range, and fardiier eastw'ard into the south of China.
But this diftrence can hardly be considered as sucli, for, Lepidopterologically, ive can-
not deteriinie. the souîlîerî liiinit of these alînost unknown regions, but hypothetically.
Moreover-, Wallace's boundary Eues do not rest upon a1 very sure basis ; ~japan and
,Northern and Central China are overlappiîîg provinces of such inixed animal population
that we are ah-nost as well justilied iu adding themn to the northern, adjacen~t (Indian)
Faunial-province as to the Souîthern. Thus, then, nearly the saine result: lias been reached
in two différent wvays. Ours, whiclî is only applicable to one order of insects, is based
uipon a plain cousparison of -he statistics of the local Fiauinas l<nownl to uis, and the Prin-
cipl]e laid dowvn by Schouwv, according to which Iliat part of the. earth's surface wliicli is
to be establislied as a natural lzingdoni inust posscss at Ieast one-lialf of ils species and
one-fourth of its genera as peculiar to itself. Wallace, in bis investigations eîùbraciug
tlie Ivhiole doînain of zooiogy,. llys the principal stress ou the distribution of the Miain-
inalia, and talzes into coiisideration tlieir present au(l also Ilîcir prc-historic condition, as
far: as the latter înay bc deteruinied frmni the fossil rernains iii forinî.r epochs of the earth.
Now, if two divisions of tlîe animial kingdoîn, s0 widely distinct, boti by their organiza-
tion and ineans of'distribution, as the rîaîninals and hutterflies,. retura essentially the
sanie answer ta the zoograplier respectiug the extent of the region to whichi our division
of the world belongs, this, certainly, niay be considered a strong guarantee of the proba-
bility that wve have inaide no inistakze, but that ive have, indced, fouind a region which is
consistently niatural in ail its belongiugs. For the present 1 retain tise old naine of Euro-
pean Faunal-region, togetiier witli its accustoined Isoundaries, 'vhich îvill be in confortnity
ivitli Staudinger's Catalogue. Staudinger; as is wvell known, annexes thereto Arctic
Anserica, and for good, reasons, althouglî on no better grouiids than our Transatiantie
colleagues ivoifl have iii aciding to tlîeir Faîînal-region the Arctic portion of the Eastern
hieillsphere.


