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Paper read by the Rev. H. I3ELCHER, MN. A., before the collcgc of Preceptors.

1. In speaking of Iluseful " Education, 1 do not enter-
tain the question discussed by Mental Sciencc-What
the Il useful " is' The sense in which. this word is
employed by some writcrs on Mental Philosopiv-that
is, to mean, and to embrace in its meanitng, w hatever
conduces to, happinless-is iiot the sense Lord Palmer-
ston's oracle. the Mati ini the street, puts upon the word.
Mr. Stuart Mill has eloquently, in his famnous Essay,
expressed the higliest viewvs of the useful ; but the
Man in the street meatis, by the tiseful. a commodity
quickly convertible into noney. Uce miderstands a
useful educati-on to bc the cheapcst and quickest acqui-
sition of knowledge that can be turned without trouble
to the service of trade. And if his view bc admissible,
the educational difficulty is solvcd :and Mr. Herbert
Spencer's conclusion is correct :

[ f mou are to be more cits, more porers over
ledgers, with no ideas beyond their trades :if it is well
that they should be as the Cockney. whose conception
of rural ploasures exte.nds no further than sitting in the
tea-garden smokinq pipes and drinking porter ; or as

the quir, w1o lii Is of woods as places for shooting

in of uncultivated, plants as nothing but weeds, and
woclassifies animais into game, vermin, and stock,-

thon indeed it is needless, to learn anything that doos
not directly help to replenish thc tili and fîtl the
larder."-Essays in Education, p. 78.

This work of Mr. Spencer's is remarkiable both for the
extreme forcibleness of his expressions, and for a large
ignorance of education as it actually exists. For
instance, ho thinks that, in giving a boy a classical
education, we are endeavouring to 0conformi simply to
public opinion (p. 2). That a lady learns Italian and
German that she may be able to sing ballads iii those
langcuaqes, and command whispered admiration (p. 3).
That History is taught in our schools as a mocre tissue
of naines and dates and dead unmeaniflg events (p. 11).

Or again, that our education wvill makie nmon careless
o! the architecture of the heavens, yet anxious in some
miserable controversey about Mary Queen of Scots--or
learnedly critical over a Greek Ode, yet pass by Nvithou t
a glance the grand Epic wvritten by the finger of Goci
upoti the strata of the earth. These and simitar misap-
prehiensions of things as they are, disfiguro the book
which embodies a popular enquiry intowhat, usefui
education signifies.

But while he concludes in favour of experimientai or
natural science, as thie highest vehicle of sotun- eduica-
Lion, there is one aspect of the question lie refuses, it
would seem, to discuss.

0f commercial education-istrutctiou i n Reading,
Writing, and Arithmetic-he says notlîi'g. Accurately
speakîng, there is nothing to discuss. The inost furious
despot, iL has been said, fails to tyranuize over the
mtioplicationi table ; a Claudius could not succeed. in
forcing a iiew alphabet on his subjects. And il is within
the safe limats of the alphabet and multiplication that
the lowest forms of instruction contain thernselves.

There is no room foir opinion in these matters. To he
the master of t.he three R's is no special credit-but to
fait in the three R's is a very special disgraco. To argue
about their usefulness, is like, in an argument, who ther
clothes ought to be decorative prefcrab ly or conmfortable
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