
APRIL& MAY, 178.]FOR THE PROVINCE 0F QUEBEC.

lie may be a Solon in w*isdom, so far as a knowledge a
Of the different branches, is concerned, and yet for d
wNant of proper methods of instruction may Laul
lutterly. The opinion is entertained by some that no -
special preparation for teachingr is nececssary. Should s
ai man desire to become a workman in wood, in1
Stone-or in iron, an apprcnticeship of three yearsf
iust be spent in learning to shove the plane, handie1

the trowel, or blow tha bellows ; but no such prepa-p
ratory training is deemed necessary to fit him to1
deal witli immortal minds. May the time soon cornei
when lie who shall presume to beach without speciali
preparation will not be countenanced. The beachert
ishould have hiis l3lackstone as well as the lawyer.

But while the beacher must understand educatio-i
l'ai methods, lie must be superior to them. We hear1
inuch now-a-days of different methods of teaching, i
of object lessons, the lecture method, etc. Wicker-)
sham and Page, ILolbrook and Ogden, llart andi
llerbert, are conned and quoted. This 18 as it shouldt
1)e ; but he who would attempt to apply any parti-t
cular method to every instance will just as surelyf
fail ingloriously. We must be able to use this or
that, as our judgment may decide ; or, failing toj
find a method suited to the case in liand, must, havet
the ingenuity to invent one for the emergency. 1

-Again, the teacher must be ambitious-must aimE
at eminence in lis profession. Our course in life is
Constanti y retarded by adverse influence ; we alwaysi
fall a littie short of reaching our aim. Hence, lie1
Who would succeed well must aim to succeed best.

Another requisite 18 good common-sense. The
8chool-room is a place wliere cases full of difficultyi
are constantly occuring, for whidh human foresigltit
eaui provide. To decide these, "administer justicei
and promotethe general welfare" of the school,"Ilieo
IXust rely upon lis own judgment, and a large sharei
of common-sense is necessary in order to provide1
for the highest good of the greatest number. " 1

Rie must also have good eyes. Says Dr. John S.i
Hlart : I"Good yes are to the teacher in the govern-
Moint of lis scliool, worth more than the rod, monrei
than menit or dernerit marks, more than keeping in
after sdhool, more than scolding, reporting to parents,1
'suspension, or expulsion, more than coaxing, pre-j
luiums and bribes in any shape or to any amount. "1

Tlie teacher must have a strong will. School is a
Place where mind cornes ini contact with mind, and
WilI witli will, and liere as elsewliere, the weaker
UIXist yield. The pupils must feel that opposition is«
ilseless, and that when a command lias been given
there 18 nerve enougl inl the ruling power bo secure
Obedience. Power resides in the iih; having strength
Of will, lie will posseas that quality whicli boys
adrire so mudli, and whidh they s0 aptly name
tggrit, " " backbone, " Il pluck. " Xhat steam is to
the locomotive the will of the teacher is to the
sehool ; it makes it"I go. i

tAnother requisite is love for the work and devotion
tit. The poet lias aptly said,

Fat *- I"The toil you hate,
Figues you most, and brings no recompense.

This is empliatically truc of teaching. Dislike it,

and nowhere else on earth can bce found 80 dreary
dull, detestable a place as the school-room ; nothing-
can be conceived by mortal more troublesome, pro-
voking-I had almost said Satanic-than, a troop of
sclioolboys. But let the heart be enlisted, and each
bright-eyed girl and laughter-loving boy becornes a
friend ; thc " silken cord of love, " stronger thaîî
bands of mron, binds together teacher and pupils, and
gloom giv es way to cheerfulness. Let Johnny and
Emma feel that you love them, and at once an
influence over them is secured. But devotion to the
work, as well as love for it, should charactenize the
teacher.

A kindred qualification is sympathy with ehild
nature, enabling the teadher to gain the affection of
his pupils. Chuldren's love is easily won. Their
natures are confidingr and they long for some one 011

whom to lavish theM wealth of their affection. Let
us bc careful ini this matter. A forbidding aspect,
treating lightly their little troubles or joys-real to
them-or a sanctimonions drawl may, like withering
frost, bligit blie opening buds of their love.

The teacher must be able to control his temper,
Anger is contagions, and when thc flashingr eye of'
the teadlier 15 answered by the sullen look of the
pupil, ail hope of influencing the latter for good may
as wehl be abandoned.

The teacher must be progressive. This is a day of
impro-vement. Steam and electricity have revolu-
tionized men's ideas. Thougrht flashes around the
world. Old and long-dherished rpiuions are heing
closely examined, former methods carefully scruti-
nized. The spirit of improvement lias entered thc
sdliool-room and' is driving out the barbarous punish-
ments and unnatural methods of teadhinLr which have
long prevailed there. A brigliter day is dawningr
upon our common sdhools. To prepare for this, the
teadher must scan. carefully èecry so-called improve-
ment, accepting the good and rejecting the bad. Ile
must go forward.

H1e must be self-reliant and patient. "lTeaching
is like fighting. SeIf-reliance is half the battle."
Clîdren are quick to disceru any halting or hesita-
tion lu their instructors:. and lie who would succeed
in impressing truth upon their minds, must îîot
only know that truth, but must know' that lie knows
it-must be master of thc situation iu every respect.
IlLine upon hune, precept upon precept " must bc
consbantly given ; impatience and frettulness must
be banished. They destroy confidence and pave the
way for rebellion. The sdhoolroom is no place for
hlm who can make no allowance for youthfül
thoughtlessness.

The succesaful teacher la earncst and enbhusiastic.
Metals weld only at a white heat. TIheliearty dheer
of a regirnent sweeping onward. to the bayonet charge
makes each individual soldier, for the time a hero.
Earinestness and enthusiasm enter into every great
undertaking. Tliey send a Livingstone to the wilds
of Africa and a Kane and a Hayes to, seek thc Frost
Kingr seated on hie icy nonthern tîrone.
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