
TUE CIIRIST1IA9 RACE.

Godl," furnishced hirn -%ith an opportu-
ity to expose the ignorance and folly

of idolatry, and to offer the information
of which the want was se publicly re-
eorclcd. Among the Gentiles lie taughit
and practiscd a disregard of FUebrew
rites and eustomis, but in Jerusalem, lio
submitted te purification, and oft'ered
sacrifices. Tliis view ofi Paul's character
-his readincss te adapt Iiimsolf toecir-
eumstanees, is fully borne ont by the
accounit hoe gives of himselfin this chap-
ter :-" 'Unto the Jews, 1 becarue," &e.
'%Ve soc too ini the very passage from
-%vhicb the clause is taken, how~ hoe adapted
his instructions te the peculiar cuistoms
that were famniliar to the Cerinthians,
"lFor ye know that," &e. This is one
of that class of passages, ivhich centain
an illusion to the gymnastie exercises
andI games, that ivere celebrated among
the Greeks. Almost every eity biad its
contests, in ivhichi the inhabitantsexoer-
cised their Qtrength and agility ; but
besicles these local and ordinary exhi-
bitions, there were four public and more
solernn games te whieh ail Greece ivas
'wont to resort. These four were the
Olympie, the Pythian. the Nemnean and
the Isthmian; which were so called alter
the names of the places in wvhicb thoy
were hetd. The Isthrnian games were
held on the Isthmus of Corinth, and
consequtertly must hiave been well known
to the inhabitants of that city. Of this
circumstance the apostie as a wise mas-
ter builor, avails imrself ini Nritirg to
the Corinthian elhurcb, for in addrcssmng
them it was natutral for hM to aihide to
these contests and borrow fromn thence
sncbl illustrations as would explain and
corifirmn his argumient. As thcy wvere
so familiar Nvitb the exertions anid suc-
cesses of those wvho contended for honors
in the games of the Isthmus, bie takes
,uccasion to speak of their Christian
calling as a race which demanded thieir
zeal and their energies, ani in which
they ceuld not succecd 3vithout being
carefal and using constant effort. "'Se
run that ye may obtan." Consider

I. The conditions of successful mun-
ning.

Il. The inducements so te mn.
1. The conditions of successful rin-

ting, or how must the Christian run so,

1. The Christian miust run in the lîreý
scribed course.

"l'le place in ivhich the footrace ard
most of tho games ivere porformed, ivas
a terrace of oarth, enclosed on cachi side
by a bigh bank. It ivas about 201)

iyards or the eighth of a Grecian mile in
lon1g th, and theirce acquired the naine of
the Stadiui. It is said moreover that
in the Stadinin, the race-course was
iuarked out by linos from, the starting
place te the goal (Phil. iii. 16.), aud
that those who rau out of the space
se included did not contend lawtully,
Hence it appears that it ivas neccssary
for tho racers in order to carry off the
prize, to keelp w.ith)in the prescribed
bounds. Their agîlity and si'iftness,

ihowoever great and untiring, could net
ef thernselves ensuire success; but con.
fstant care ivas required flot to transgre.;ý
tho limaits while they encleavoured to pass
and outrun eaoh othor.

So it is neceqsary for the believer to
folloiw the course marked out for his
feet, "l To run tho race whioh is set
before im." Ris course is one of faithi
and holiness, and consists ini a series
of aots of do"otiou and godhline-,s,-off
repentance toward God and faith in
Christ. He is to go on in the dis.
charge of holy duties, and the cultiva-
tion of spiritual graces, abotinding in
the iverk of faith, the labor o? love, and
the patience of hope. D1e may bc
tcmpted to proceed in a track ofhbis oivn
beating-a ivay that is right in bis own
eycs; and soidid interest rmay prefer
anothier direction, or suggost expedients
for lesse-ning the labour of running:
but any sucb deNiations mwust endanger
bis sileceSs. It is t'a his peril, chat, tie
believer ivanders, front the course whichi
it is thec design and glory of the Scrip)-
turcs to mark ont, for they are the rule
by which hoe is te go; an d as inany as
wvalk according te this mIle, peac bc
uipon thein, and mnercy." The Serip-
turcs state clearly in wliat direction, and
ivithin wbat limits hoe is to mun, and thie
footsteps uf others wlho have grone before,
tond stili more clearly te point out tlie
righit îvay. "Tais saith the Lord,
stand ye in tho waye, and sec and abL
for the old patbs, wiiere is the good way,
and walk therein a-nd ye shahl flnd re$t
te your seuls." We have for an example
the prophets and aposties, and the wof-


