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The Scriptures bear unequivocal
testimony to the truth wve are attempt-
ing to establishi. The commission
wvhichi Christ gave his followers to
preachi the gospel to everv creature,
wvhile iLinvolves evcry instrunientatîty,
whichi proiies auxiliary assistance,
points distinctly to thc living iniistry,
as the mneans by %vhichi the world is
to be evan<relizedl. So the aposties
understood the commission. They
engaged with great si ngleness of' pur-
pose iii prenching, and thoughit that it
wvas flot reasonabie, that thev should
leave the wvord of God and serve
tables. Paul, with his characteristic
energy, said, ' rccessity is laid upon
mie; yea, wvo is nie if 1 preachi îot
the gospel.' And again : II amn a
debtor both to the Greek and the Bar-
barian, both to the wvise and the un-
w'îse." And again : ' It pleased God,
by the foolishiness of preaching, to
save them that believe.'

But the apostie lias left a stili more1
lucid cominentary upon tîme commis-
sion of the Saviour. After having as-1
serte(1 that ' whosoevershall cati uponi
the name oU the Lord shall be saved,'
he proceeds: -. IIow theti shall they
cati on hini in whom they have xîot
believedP and how shall they believe
in him of whoin they have not heard ?
and how shall thcy hear without a
preacher ? and hiow shail they preachi
except they ho sent?' Thius by in-
separable links the salvation of Ltme
world is connected witli Ltme sending
forth of a comipetent nunuber of'
preachers.

Onme of the standing, inJonctions
laid upon the miistry is, ' the things
which thon hast heard of nie amiongZ
niany -witnesses, the saine commit
thou to faithful men, w~ho shail be
able to teacli others also ' Enougli,
however, lias been advanced to show
that the preaching of ' the gospel is
the divinely appointed instrument in
converting the world. Any plan,
therefore, which overlooks or under-
values this instrumentality, must ne-

cess---rily prove unsuccessful. The
press is a mighty engine, and in iLs
aI)propriatesphere, as auxiliary to the
cause of righiteousness, can effect
niuch; but it shiould neyer be substi-
tuted for the living ministry, either
iii our own or in heathen lands. Nor
wvould 1 intimate that iL is so, substi-
tuted. There may be danger, hiow-
ever, in the enlarged and comiplex
operations of Christian benevolence,
of attenipting to improve upon the
simple means wvhichi God bas oî'dained,
and of' relying too inuchi upon subor-
dinate instrumentalities. Such is our
iniertniess in the cause of Christ, our
love of ease, and wvant of self-denial,
tîmat wve are ready to einbrace almnost
any pian, wvhichi rids us of pers<)nnl
effort and sacrifice. Any device to,
convert the world, ivhichi dispenses
witli the personal dedication of our-
selves, our sons, an(l omir daughters,
has nîuch Lo comimend itself to, the
camnaI hcart. But suchi plans are
contrary to tIme word of God, and ivili
therefore be fruitless. Our young
men inust flot deceive themselves,
wvith the i(lea, that there is not a de-
nmand ruade tipon their personal ser-
vices-a demiand wvhich the devotion
of prospective worldly gains witl not
mieet, nor frivolous excuses justify in
slighting, nor for wvhichi an iii. deffiied
hiope of being mnore useful iii some
secular employment can be substitu-
te(l. The world wvill lie in darkness
another eighiteen ce nturies, unless the
command, Go PREACt{ THE GOSPEL,
is reponded to, by the personal de-
dication of inany of the sons of' the
church.

Six hundred millions of dying
heathens are perishing for the bread
of liUe. Every day consigns nearly
sixty thousand to the grave, who have
neyer heard of the Saviour. Let
imagination carry us for a moment
to Asia. Follow iLs mighmty rivers,
along the banks of which not a
Christian temple is erected. Traverse
its vast central and northern deser4s


