
Be nevolence.

And first, observe itsi Preceness:
4Willing of' tlinselvcs," "l not of

constraint, but of a ready mmnd." Lt
%vas not the resuit of some cloquent
appeal, or doflc in imitation of others;
it wvas not to save character, to be
scen of men. or to keep up with the
times; it %vas tlie spontaieous flow of
a hcart thawcd and warincd by the
love of Christ. To part ivith their
property in such a case infliced no
pain; it wvas picasant as the action of'
a heaîthy Iiimb. They enjoyed the
luxury of doing good. Observe,

Sccondly, iLs Aôundance :
"Abounded to the riches of their

liberality." 1 suppose the simple
nîeaning of the passage is, their liber-
ality gave indication of bcin- ricli
their donations were princely ; they
gave flot onty as if they had bccn
rich men, but likc rich nien whcn
prof'usely bountif'uI. Had their cir-
cumistauces been inferrcd fromn their
bounty, ail would have pronotinced
them rich: had ive seon themn in the
econorniec fave of home, ive should
have said, Il how poor t" But place
thein in their own clament, tae kind-
ncsýs of' Christian love, and they at
once assume the princely air of be-
neficence wbich Christianity izrspires:
IlThough poor, yct making many
rick." But ah t dear Brother, do
not some richi professors of the pre-
sent day exhibit a picture feartully
the reverse of this ? -Did ive judge
of their circumnstanccs from their
scanty donations to the cause of
Christ, we should pronounice thein
poor; yet they are, in fact, rich.
IAlas for the miseries that shall

corne upon them ;" Iltheir riches are
corrupted, their gold and silver cari-
kered ; the rist of thein shahl iitncss
against them, and shahl cat up their
flesh as if it ivcre fire."

But observe, thirdly, titeir libcrality
wa.s replete wvitki energy. Lt bad se-
nious diffieulties with vhîiclî to con-
tend, and to overcome. I-ad iL oozed
ike wiater soon iost in f'eeble obstrue-

tiotis, iL içould have spent iLs kind-
ness upon themselves, but it movred
f'orward like the (ieep rolling river,
carrying obstructions away on its
bosoin. Who doos flot feel, in tie
present day, poverty an insurmount-
able hindrane to liberality ? But the
young energy of Christian principle,
wvhieh nerved the disciples of Mâace-
donia, bore it awAy in the strong
hand of their kindness. "l t waq out
of' deep poverty thcy abounded to
the riches of their liberality."* And
who would think, under the afflictive
pressure of business, and the unhinge-
mats of wvar, or persacution, of being
liberal? Who does not feel justified
in stinting bis benefactions under
such circurnstances ? But must econ-
orny a1lvays commence in the cause
of our Redeemier? Wby not rather
commence retrenchment at home ?
Was iL in a time of phenty lie said,

Dring ye ALL the tithes into tbe
storehouse ?" No. IL wvas ivhen the
vine was casting ber fruit before the
Lime in the field, and wvhen the de-
vourer wvas busy destroying the fruits
of tise ground. Is there not reason
Lo fear that some professors of religion
in this Colony, in consequence of our
late trial of affliction, iih be disposed,
if flot to withhiold, at ieast to stint,
the muite of their liberali.ty? Let such
cal! to mind the encrgy of Macedo-
nian kindness; for it tvas out of a
great trial of'affliction they abounded
in the riches of their iiberality. No-
tbing but a sense of justice could
prevent thein front meeting tise calis
of benevolence.

But who, after ail, wouid think of
intruding their kindncss upon others,
espeeially persons themselves in poor
and straitened circumstanées? To
lift up tbe beseechsing voice in behaif
of tbose -who need assistance, is corn-

Imon ; and to meet, even there, wvith
a ready answcr, is often maLter of
gratulation. But how seldomn do iv'e
witness an attitude so Godlike as that
whichl these Macedonians occupy.


