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F y 'm'w wnhtlmm, |s, lhnt 1o mun can ANy pulli\hmvm

o \3, wi h impunity.
[T he preat misforune is, tiat whila many
b willing to pranch, and do preac: end.
s torments for others, yet no man has
e m‘  iden of suffering himsc¢lf.  While he
o others into hicll withou! stint or mer-
\n 3, lie hns no notivn of bung turned: in
alk 10 limsel. e hasa convement mode
cscnpo; and though ke may sin with n
Kth hend, yot he intends to ovade the pun
turn ‘; ment. 1l you of a truth, my read-
t el ‘:: all such hopes are. vain., God has
w8 wde no eracl ot vamercifel denuncie-
Wne, on theone band ; nor on the othor
< he made idlo_threats thatbe never in-
shds 1o cxecuto.  What he hath spokien,
lv.';ll he do.. Andthoughhe smite in
& equity of judgment, hais a friend tnd
Buer still, and all his punizhents do-
J fined for good.  Anlthough he turn -the
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r. M Klcked into tho grave, he will redeem them
¢ RS

{7 f®m its pawer, and raise them to life and

k «slory atlast, and to his great name be ull
. m glory, * As it was in the beginning,
% now, and -ever shall be, in tho world
thout end.”s 1.D.W.

T8 om a Work: pJM:s'-uI in ke U. S..on Capital
eer R Punishment. )

gﬂT’M.‘.TB ORIECTS: OF PUNISHMENT-——
PFORMATION — MORAL RESPONSIBILITY.

B0 diccursing the secand part af this Lranch of
Y- enbiject it is neceseary to engniro what nro
iL  proner and lezitimate ohjects of punishment 1
ciety, it will be admitted, iean aggrepation of
KEman beings under the irfluence of those social
’e‘dcuona and imnulazs which natuzaily lead shem
W Pcrnsort togetherrs cecarding to the law of lave
ny fd matnz! helpfitnesa s zmd for the proecure-
sagent of the groatest possible happiness to all the
g, :nherc Butsuch ix the nature of man in hic
ey len estate, that individnals or arsacistions wilh
fsd dravnur to benefitthemeelves by juvading the
epf hu of othars. ‘These rights arestated in our
ou¥ claration of Independnce tabe +life, hbertv,
aid the pursuit of hnppinees,” tho tatter inclnd-
g the right to prop~rty. ‘They are innnate gud
cd L5 llenable, the individual memb er submitting o
ad ir invasion only so far s is indispensably re-
ur Pisite to his own pratection and the welfure of
conmuinity.  Any thing begond tiis is
yanny in'the state, and crime in the citizen.
ery wan haz the common, inherent right of
stance to such aparezsion on tha pait cither of
state or ewtizen n the Irst resost, constitating
;n 1 falling back npon the Law of noture wlach has
Peeit tormed salie vight of revaimion® Every
& l-cr 1anizod community, however, is supposed
3 he Jnst towards its wmemberss, and, the anly
geris frotn private wranas. Agaiust this it
ihie duty of the state to provide, both as regards
whole and each numberin bis private capa-~
Bl7 » and the right so_to provide, inclades the
. wer todo its Bux how shall such pravigion be
#de 1 Evidenily by preseating ta the individul
posed to do wrong, some motive powerful
ugh 1o deter him. Among such motives are
givo and morality.  There are mauy, how-
er, over whom these have no contzol. We
sttherelore have other motives addressed to
soifies, and appealing to men's fears. These
. punishments.  They operote, in tho first
ee, 4y siriking the enfpiit with agalutary terror
xc- will proveut his risking its xepetition by
ther offexces. ‘They also rerve ae an example
others. warning them fo respegt tholaws.on
in of {eeling theic severity,
ho, dux:es of the citizens and tha stato are
orover cozqual and cormelatives  © If" £2y8
fcﬂri_n. “every individual bo bound to-society,
gcioty ixcqualiy bound to bim, by a conract
gich, from itanatuge, e equally binds both parges
nmes and Pumishments, i, 3)  Every wan has
Byisht to the full dctolopcmcnt of the facnllwﬂ
hich God has given lim. In n defective sociaty
ere thaerrors o the individnal are not anfie-
enily the necossary regalt of Ius unfortunatocir-
msjances, it is not only the Tizht, butthe i ine
gy rative dniy of tho stata to take mensurgs for
geuring Lis reformation.  Whatever measures
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Sanogeysaty, to thivend .it may Jawfully adopt.

\vmch w.n cor u-n [ smhcr mto
a pgoad ctizen it juel and praiwwworthy.

if, howover n criminat s fuund 1w Lo iucor,
vigible ond dungeraus to th s paaco and Wwell-being
of rogicty, it has an undoabted right to reinove

himn beyond the power ¥ doinp evil, as it wonlda
nettitas or ane sienck wab a pligue. |

Tho end of punshment 13 then poreeived to be
threetold ¢ [. Preventict of cume on the part of
the crinnnal and atbers br exwuple, 2. Refor
watian of, the.cnmmal. 3. The remuval of the
wenrngible ofignder. la tho Mosaic lew, asin
thul a0t barbarons nauena, there were recoghizs
od two other emds, xawlactiin and  ecxpuation.
T'ho firet of thene 1 btive shown (o b3 repeuled
under thut better coveaaut with which wo-huve
bean blesegd, [t is ferosiotis and demdnaie in its
»pizit, ns uttetly opposed to our bedter fillings us
it i to onr religion, and to recognize it nmw
wonld throw apen a duar to craslty and oppres-
son from which evesy frend of umaunity and
good arder would inutinctively shriak. . Thatit
lies ot the Vottom of wmost advaccey oficapital
puishuenat there can be no daubt, but very few
aro found 0 avove it openly. As regards the
lichrew rive of expintion, it was gvidently purely
cermenal, aud comequently of no power over us
e Climstian racnGee s far other than this, and
yeason and humanity approve it,

Such being the end, the question js, whatare
the menns of pumshout?  §answer 1n the first
place, no posivive inflictions of carporeal.suffer-
ing, and nol the infliction of wmental pain_upen
the culprit by attacks upon others who ere dear’
to him. “Vhese ate abandoned by the common
consent of wpst civitized people. ‘Forture. brand-
g, maujing, wiupping the stocks, and attmnder,
working impurizy of blood in tho descendants,
&c., no lauger disgrace our statute booka, The
only weans allowes, is the depravation ofone or
woro of man's tkerent rights: i p. of life, liberty,
or pioperty.  'Tne nght of society to take auy or
ail of these, if neensyacy, 18 feeeiy sdumsted. Ouy,
opponcuts have been guilty either of a scrious
wistako or a gross mmcptesculalion. in asgerting
that the advocates of tho propossd refortn deny
abselutely the rizht of society to fake lte. That
maay of them da make snch a denial, thera can be
o doubt ; breanse oll Quakers and Peace-men
are. by the noeessity of the case, enciies of capi-
tal p:mis!:u"m_n,. They are shut up to-thiz by
thewr previonsly ascumed postions.  ‘There ume
\ery many amoeng us, however, who are not
Peace~men ¢ and they who are,. feel so confident
in the streng:h of thiz couse, that they ore willing
10 give up their favornto argument,and disenss the
question on narcower gropnds. ‘I'his was strick-
gy examplfied 10 the late debate at the Phila
deiphia, Museam batacen the Rev. Wm. L. Me.
Colla and Charivs C. Burleigh. ‘The reverend
gentleman suppased.that hLis opponent would
take the naarcsistans « gronad. and give hiw the
oppurlunity of api-aling w the warltke and
patriotic feclinge of his auditors.  Being dis-
appainted in his, ke et his tight arm, and made
himssif ridiculous Ly his effint to provoke the dis.
cussion of u quesiwn which 3r. B. Treeiy and
repeatedly granted bim. I for one fes) thaukful
to Mr B.furhis al’s and eloquent labours, tnose
cspecially becaueo ha did not confound this goad
cause witl any oibr of his docuines. Henry C.

Wiight, another telanted advocals of this raeacure |

has not avoided th.s error.  1n lus sermon report.
cd in the Philade!phia Ledger of April 27th,.lie
bes nssumed a position Lhinld 1o bo unienable s
“*that whatcver s wrong in a man acting withox!
a commission frein hinman avthority, is wrongina
man acting with such 1 conusission,” 1. admit
this in the abstract, as meaning that socievy has
no power to maka thatright which.is wrong perec.
In tho sense injgndad, howeoves, inleys the axe to

. the vory rcot of society, the gardinal idea of which

is that allits members rosign into the hands.of the

constituted anthorities cerisin powers, antong

which is that of purnishing offunders. Anatlempt
on tho part of apy membar to resumo much a
power would dissolse the frame work of society
and bo atsolfa erime.  1iherefore repeat that the
community ias the powerto punish offendersby
depriving them of all or cither of thethreo great
rights—Lifo, Liberty and Property —which, I
conceive, rank in tho order here siated.—~Libgrey
isa higher right shan Property, because it izin,
itself more presions to tho heart of man, and bg:

cause the lslter” canpot be enjoyed watboat it, and

becauss in o}l well-regulated stdtes o who- has
_Liberty, can always by indusiry xequire new. Rro--
.perty.  Lifeis the highest right, becaveo incligjva
vfall owhtrs, and if once taken absolotely rre”
claimpble. « Thesking of life, or capital punish”

showing that, it true

mout is, tWen, the I\iglmt penelty the : law cau iu-
flict.

£t will ues be deniod, I presune, that itis cruel
ty and injustice to infliat a geenter punishment,
whon a less oue will ouswer the purpose. I
the proper onds of punishment can b as well at.
tained by tho taling of the offender’s possessions,
,t will be wrong to take his hberty or hfe. 1f they
can bo attaiaed ns woll by taking lus liberty and
proporty bath, it is stitl wrong to take his lie,
‘I'ho yuestian then narrown jtsell” dovin to thisi—
Daes the taking of life answcer the proper ends of
punishment better than ean be done by any or all
other laweful means 7 "Vhis 19 tho question [ now
prepose to examine.

Ist. Docs capital punishmgnt reform the
criminal 2 Moust assuredly it doea not for any
useful purpose. 17 it;be asserted that the soutouce
of death pluces lam  in pecutizrly favourably cir-
cumstances for *getting roligion,” ag tho phrasoe
goes, tho argument has beon viready met by
,it Lnposes upon ouroppons
ent the awful responsibility of hanging a redoem-
ed, Justified, and sanctified, child of God, sud that,
whather true or noy, it isoffenivg a preminem for
ho tommission of capital erimnes.  Butat will be
assertcd that io wha is 50 dopraved as to imbtuo
lis hands in human blocd, is beyond thoe possibi-
lity of reformation. *Flus Lako to be tha mean.
ing of that strange s2utencein Dr. Cuyler'sser-
mon, which has struck me with moro astonish.
went than any thing clse in that remarkale pro-
duction: Jzis nelfit lo live. And if nutfittelive
is he fit to dio? But what constitntes (itness to
live? So long ps there reruiny p possibility of
reformation, there is such fitoess,  Who can ar-
rogate to himeelf the power to fathom tho depths
of a human heart, or to jaczce the thick veil of
faturity, aud sty there is no hopoe forany man 2
Leaving God's free grace out of tho question, we
cannot know how ruch may ve'.dons by merely

‘humen appliancen. “Who will venture to say

that tho wmost hardenzd and depraved nmong
those who pay the penalty oftheur gz, of he had
been secluded® fiom ti.o contagioas sotiety of his
assciates—it he had been sutwmitted to the influ.
ence ofa process of mosal and religions iastruc-
tion—rmight not have unfeignediy cepeutod ofhis
past enormities, expiazed, then in a way wost

1 beneficial to bis country, and at lengih given that

country the satistaction of believing thet a trans.

gressor had heen reclained from his crrors 1
(Dees ) Our vdmirable penitentiary discipline,
which ¢ knewn throughont the world 2s the
Peuneylvania aystem, is faounded upon the idea
of the practicability "o £ reforpation, and its re-
eultshave proved its wisdem, It can no longer
Le denied that thosc who were but a few yenrs
ago considerad ardened crimingls, 10 be reach-
edly uo discipline but that of fear, mdy easily he
brought under better mfla-nes. \We aretonapt
10 luose si2lit of the fact that the eniannaiisa
man, made as we are, and oflike pass (ug with
aurselves. We forget the weight of carzisasine -

that hiza pressed wpon him \We forget the des; |
truetive rvizamnents of s and iguorance and
bt ug woar 7y and tempta liur, atnong which lie

.mga were wounded and excited by Iny wife’s ige
‘fidolity. Suah v staie-almind v this, is in fact, a
cmpomry wmsanuy, whergju the powver ufnghlly
reasoning is cutirely lost. |lhs not an insapity’
that could propetly be pleaded in a court of just.
ice, any more than that of sntoxication, which is
univorsally admitted to be wo defence. [t is,
howaver, 'an aborration of wutellect, to which even
the most unright wnight ba liablo, i€ circamstanco
should J veeur adapted to ronse their furious-
pussions.  Wa can thorofore conceive the possi-
bility of nman of comparatively good frelings
berng gailty of murder.  Many a wman has died
on tho scaffold, whose soul would have recorled
with horror, from the long conrseof frand and
£dschiood which on tho part of certain men, has
involved onr conutry in widespread ruin. 1F
then, we admit the feasibility of the reformativo
systemin the caso of othor crimisnals, why shonld
vra rejectit in thatof tho murderer 2 Thero ia
1o ground foe the distinction. I1le may be restor-
ed to 2 scusa of histrue nature and dulies, and
be led to a sincera reponiance. for his crime,
Evon i he naveragain be sllowed to mingle in
tho busy scenes of life, ho may bo brought to a
framo of mitd pomparatively happy. und feel
that his peace isr.21do with Godand wman. But,
sowa may say, why go to all this expenso pnd |
trouble about a poor, miserable onicast, when Drs
Cuylor has pronvunced him “not fitto tive,” and
hemp zo cheap? Fricnd, you pretend to bea
Christan, par exellence.~Examing your own
heart ; ask yourself whether yon wish sacnfice and
not mercy in your own case, and then goavd do
lilewise Go to your Biblo withan open senso .
and a meek spirit, and pounder well theinjuce.
tion of tho apestle to -*overcamg evil with goud.”
Read auentively the 15th chapter of Luke's gospel
end then ask me if you daro, why we would
labor to bring ebout the repentance, over which
“there is joy in heaven.” [If you had more oftiio |
spirit of the Master, whesn nccents ef love brougist
crowding aYont him the poblicars and siunera.
who wero driven {from tho temple by the hord
wordsJand spiritaal prido of Scubo and Poari-
s=e, you would no longer wish 1o ‘cntoff from
the carth these vonio mighe yet bo wade to bear
frult unta lid cternzl.

EMPHASSS

Cup graat esuse of the. nrapatnation of error, -
under apparent sanciion ofthe Scriptures, may
e found in the false cinphasia which, by long
practice and yoathful eduration, has very general-
Iy obtsined inreading the Bible. We have heard
not ¢ faw Universalists, and have caught ourself,
reading ceriain pasmcs in this crroneons wans
ner.

Take. foran inustanee, I Thess. iv: 14 and J6.
«For if we beliove that Jesus died and rose again,
evon so them alsowhich sleep in Jesus witl God
bring witihkim .. . Forthe Losd himself shall
dancend from Jizaven with a shout, with the voico
of the archangel, and with the trump of God,
and the dead in Chinst shall riso firet ™

Kend, as here italicized, (and asitis enmmon-

tasgrewrenp  There is 20 man who las any
Lt l-d,,e of h's own keast or of huwna nature,
who witt dare 1o say that unger like influences
lus course tight not have bLean the wame, Qur
characters are mada for us ofiors: than we wup- |
pose. \Who then can Sodura to gfmm that
with more fuvourable applinnges, he whoisww
‘nn intuxte of 3 jail might not have beenan prua
went 1o his country, and a bleasing 1o his genera-
tion 7—Aud if ke thus contain the germs of
virtae and usefuluess, who con s3y dhat they can
not yet be developed? \We have recognized the
possibility of thia desirable, consumntion in onr
penitentiary eystem, ag itregards all other crimes.
Why should.wao reject it in the ease of the nnr-
deter 2lone? K.aduwit that murder is tho highost
possiblecfime, ecause itinvades man's lnghest
rixht; but it does not alwaye arguc the greatest
depravity.in the criminal. Even what we eall
deliberate- -murder is almost always connwitied.
under the jofluence of excited paxsions The
*¢ malice afyrethonght' argues genearlly anly.the
intent- to do the deed, and not coulngsrolyefioc-
tion. ln an nnmenso majority of the cases of
which wo have any koowledge,- the.criminal 1s
exalted to a,pitch of passion whigh,eonfounds his
perceplions of. rigin and wrogg. leace the
numerons instapces of murdegszs avowing nod
Jnsuf ing their act, as a means of redressing
grievanzes. beyond the resfivof the law.  This |-
was the ¢asp with Shaster.now under thesen-

tenceof death.in cur conrdy prison, wheeefzels

Iy 1ead,, 2md st seems to anfer-with Partialiem,
that there are soma \\'ho slecpout of Jesus, and
scme who are dead ot gf, Curist. and wha, there-
fory, are wot mclndc-lm tuts happy resurrection.
{ But reaa it as it should be read —a0t as constrast-
ing two c'assesof tire tesd, bat s contrasting e
dvirg (see verses 15and 17) with the dead. and
you gat the proper.sense of the apostie. Thus: -

“For if wo Lrelicse thot Jzsua died and saso .
sgain. even so them alsn whieh sleep in Jesus, wili -
God hrng with hum . ... For the Lord himself
shall descend from heaven with 2 shout,'! &e.,.
wand the ooadgm Christshall rise fust.”

The wnbelieving dead—the ilolstrons- ances— .
tors af the Thessalonians—wera the objects oyer
whoonthe Thessalanian Christians were dispozed
1 monrn ag having no hope of their resurreetion.
-Cancerning these dead idolators, Panl writéa to
them, and baving given thewn tha neegded assar-
anca. tnat all tke diving and all the deady (v 0,21l
who are living and dead whon .tho«resurrre.
tian shall ocenr, ) will be rajaed, ho hidethewn ho
of good cheer, and *comfort ane anather with
thesowords ™ Evidently, then. tho firdt mode of
empharizingis the wrovg one,and the Jatter is the

correct one, |
A®O.

—————T——r ¢

_Or7oanosy—Hzrronoxr.—Thess two hive -
bvcn»wc\l defined thuss—** Orthadoxy is tmy own

dexyy and. lictrodazy.ds somebody else’s, doxyl °,



