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Tue StorY oF Mackay AND Formosa.*
BY TAE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF.

If one were called upon to select from all missionary literature three
of the most fascinating stories of modern missions, ke could hardly choose
any of more rumantic and heroic interest than the career of John Williams
in the South Seas, of Robert W. McAll in France, and of George L. Mac-
kay in Formosa, each of which covers about twenty-two years.

Reference hes been made in these pages ina - vious issuet to the mar-
vels which Dr. Mackay has seen wrought in the Beautiful Isle in a score
of years; but the recent appearance of his own ampler narrative, in a
book of three huadred and fifty pages, with original illustrations, prompts
a further emphasis upon this singulariy apostolic example of missionary en-
deavor and trium: hant success.

There are some features of this volume which we may pass by in a
word, as they do not immediately concern our present purpose, namely,
the scientific coutributions which it contains to various departments of
knowledge. A large part of this work is occupied with careful and schol-
arly accounts of the ethnological, zoological, geographical, botanical, geo-
Jogical, mineralegical, and other features of the island and its inhabitants.
But for most readers the main interest will be found in the chapters
(XIV.-XXXVL. inclusive) which are filled with the simple, grand, unpre-
tentious story of the trials and triumphs of his purely missionary labors.

He opens this second third of his narrative by an express declaration
that his primary purpose in going to Formosa was, not to gather knowl-
edge of the physical and racial condition of the island, but to evangelize
*he people, and the rest of the story abounds in proofs of his sincerity.
Our friend Mackay pursued metheds for over twenty years among the
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