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manuers and habits of the natives are extremely repulsive.  The exposure
from snow, ice, and e¢old is terrible. Nevertheless a call for missionaries
to wo to this isolated and desolate region is more promptly responded to
than a call to the more accessible and pleasant places.

Surely the spirit of the Master still dwells in the hearts of His people,
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Fortunately, or unfortunately, I am one of those men who have enjoyed
the supposed happiness of gazing upon new lands, ascending mountains,
crossing deserted plains, sailing along silent rivers into the nnknown, where
no white man had been before me, meecting with new races, new languages,
new and sometimes mnasty customs ; often in scenes of excitement, some.
times trying to prevent the attacks of natives, at others prudently running
away ; watching savages, warriors, and cannibals come under the civilizing
asd elevating influences of Christianity ; reducing languages to writinr
and translating Scriptures ; establishing schools and churches and traiuing
a native ministry.

In order to understand what the Gospel has done for these natives we
must consider how it found them. A hundred years ago the Priuce of
Diarkness reigned supreme throughent all those widely extended regions of
our globe.  Iduls were as numerous as inhabitants, and temples as the
villages which lined the shores, or were scattered over the hills and moun-
tains. Idolatry abounded everywhere. Oppression, cruelty, and camm.
balism were common.  Voyagers who knew little of the people, but were
charmed with the scencry, were wont to describe the islands as gems that
sparkled inthe peaceful waters of the vast Pacific—quite a Paradise ! But
the nearer the view, the darker the moral aspeet became.  We, who haw
lived nearly thirty vears among them, know something of their reul and
terrilde condition without the Gospel, and we are also witnesses to the mar-
vellous transformation produced by the ospel.  Intellectually, morally,
socially, and spritually these tribes were lost. They had been on tie
down-grade for ages.  We are all cither on the up or down grade, yettuz
nearer to God or farther from 1Jim.  The natural run of socicty under sin
wust he downward, from bal to worse, unless interrupted by some reme
dial ageney from without.  The native races of whom I am speakier Ll
wandered @ lomge way from God, and were lost, for they had no iden of the
way back to Hmm. Their Janguage, legends, and cult prove that thy
have wandered, and indicate the road along which they have trvellel
There is no time to go into these questions now, but I may just obscrve
that if—as vur best philologists tell us—al! Janguages m their development




