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the current century. Beyond question the Latter-day Church has sen
out more missionaries and made more converts in proportion to the
number of its adherents than any other, in this respect far surpassing
even the Moravian Church, whose name is a synonym for evangeliz-
ingzeal. Nothing less than world-wide dominion was in the eye of
Joseph Smith from the start. )

The church was organized in April of 1830, and in October four
of the neophytes were commissioned to earry the infant gospel from
New York to the Indians upon the extreme Western frontier, while
in June following thirty took their journey towards the same remote
region. In 1831 about as many more were named “by revelation” to
make a preaching tour from Ohio to the Eastern, Southern and West-
ern “countries” in part, while the rest were to “ask the Comforter”
whither they should bend their steps.

In 1837 in all 139 took the field, of whom 109 starting together
were divided intoeight companies, and were ordered to travel towards
as many principal points of the compass. In 1844 every Congres
sional district in the Union was visited and canvassed by its share of
a troop numbering in all 334, In 1852 Salt Lake witnessed the de-
parture at one time of 109 missionaries destined to seventeen coun-
tries, and most of them in the Old World. In 1857 no less than 350
left the Great Basin, while for two decades about 200 was' the annual
average. Kor years together upwards of 400 were kept constantly
abroad, and in all from the beginning not far from 5,000 American
evders have been chosen and sent forth, with enough of native auxil-
iaries to raise the average to 100 a year.

As to results, within a few weeks of the organization of the church
in Seneca County, N. Y., a branch was formed in Broome County, 100
miles away, and before the end of the year another in Ohio, and by
midsummer of the year after scores of saints are found in Western
Missouri, while at the end of the year converts were abundant ia sev-
eral counties of the Western Reserve, and Cincinnati was blessed with
a flourishing branch. Within three years Canada had heard the mes-
sage, and every State from Maine to Mississippi.

In 1837 emissaries of Smith crossed the Atlantic and opened a
door great and effectual in England, and a little later they pushed on
to Wales, Scotland, Ireland, to the East Indies, to Australin. In
1840 two doughty crusaders set their faces towards Palestine; while
in 1844 the Society Islands, lyfhg in the Central Pacific, were invaded.
The year before his death the “prophet” declared, “I go in for preparing
for a mission through the United States, and from Maine to England
and to all the countries we wish. If Ilive I’ll take the elders through
and make just as big a wake as God Almighty will let me. We must
send kings and governors to Nauvoo, and we will do it !”

In 1848 the tide of conquest reached France; Sweden, Denmark,




