
1888.] JOSEPIXl RABINOWVITC1I, TUIE JEWVISHJ-CIIRISTIAN LEADER. o

mazn auld of the geniesis anid 4levelorment of the convictions iii his seul
whIichi resulted iii thie o.iriin :nd or-g nization of this new conigregation
of believers. Th~1e a"oouit is (leî1 iuterestiig and inlstructive, aid
shows onice againi thiat Provi<lence is a feiiv actor iii tho lives of
mîen anld liationis.

Josepli Iktbitowitelh Nvas boriu bSeptemlR'r '23, 18:31Î, iin the village of
Resiiia, in the proviiie of Bessaî-abîa. lus father, D)avid, soni of
Epliraim. was the son of 1Rabb,, \Volf, of (>rgejewv, and a descendanit of
the faniious Zaddik Rlabbi Eplhraiixn, auid of the equally fanious Jewishi

teaher Rabi saa Ei ilc. lLbinowitelf's moth] icwias also the daughiter
of a famlily that was comnlieeted îvitli farnous 'Talmudie teachers. Hlaving
lost luis mother wlien lie Nwas yet a ehiild, Ilis e(lucation wvas euitrusted to luis
granidfatlier, Naitiii ~Neti., of 1tesinai. vruîe latter was (leeply versed ili
Jewvish lore and an earnr.st affiieren t of the (ihasidirn party amolig the
Jews, Î. e., the pietitic litrtv, -%licli fiiids ini the strict observance of
aIl the miniutae of the 1Rabbinical law the surn and substance of religions
duty. Thierefore the nraii(ISitli(r madle it the aim. of hiis grandsoni's
educationi to hiave Iiin deeply versed iii the hLw of MHoses ai in the

Talmds.Whien oiily soveii years 01(1 liabinoiviteli, on thec Feast of
the Taberniacles, reeitcOt fromi iinerory the wvhole Mishuîia tract , ekkoth.
Every day lie learue(1 by hieart oiue ehiapter iin the Itebrew Bible, and
at the same time lue studied itently the comimenitaries of the 14tbbis.
lus whlole eduicatien was suelu that, undffer nîilr Crulstanices, lie
-%vould have becorne a Plu-arisc cf the 1>îrsea teachler of the tradi-
tional law andi a firni believer lii its higli mission.

Matters did not improyo lii this regard at first, 'wvheîîi, in 1848, on
enteringt lis tenith year, IlabiinoNitehi w'as sent te thc city of Orjej'eb to
finishi his educationi. 1-ere ho -was phived minler euie of Uhec greatest
Talmudie teadhiers of Eaistern Europe, Rabbi Plcaadevoted adhier-
ent of thc Ohasidimn party. Pay anci ighft Uic younig stuldent soighit
to penetrate thc mysteries of die 'tlnîudsl,, thie ilabbinicai commenl-
taries, the Shiuichan Arruch, the, labbalistie B3ook of Sohar, aidothier
works -%vhichi inceulcate the priiîcîph's of a petrifued formalisun ani ýa
mecehanical religrioniisiin. Th'le whiole charactei' of lis religrious auJd
mentfal developrnent was suel tliat the spiritual clemeint was eintirely
wvating. lui teniduiny, spirit aud airnus, the Chiasidiin theoldgy auJd
religion is a worthy modern represeiittive of the Pharisaic systemiiil
vogue amoflg the Coli telmporais of (Christ, auJd surface inidicationis wvere
that Rabiniowitchi woulil some. day becornie an 'able 'exponenit of this;
sehool of traditionlalism.

But sucli wvas not to bc theo case. It is iuotcworthy, however, bluat the

first impulse thiat gave ]lis niffd aud soîul a niew direction for thouglt
and actiou carne neot fron thc teaeluiîîgsyll of Cliristianiity. Rabinowitchî.
was a widc-awakoe younig maii, and ail hlis Talmud(ie dtudies liad net
sncceeded in supprcssiing hlis power of tliunkiing. lie was ambitious of
knowledge and researeli. 0f Ilis owni account lic hiad itlready coin-
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