
iSSU]=LE AMERICAN \,IISS1OàNýruY IN TIIE ORIE-tNT. 7

» mea l~.I any far.atical Moslem privately assassinates the victim, or
is neiglibors or friends pois(Pn him, no0 quiestions ar2 sc and the

ýorerflnent is saved ail trouble. EvnluEypIlrthr SO-

sderable liberty, no couvert is safe from private conispir.tcy by fauat-
ical Moslemis.

If we sock for the îeason for this inflexible persistence in the des-
peaemethods of the old 3Mohammedaii bigotr-y ive find it in the
j~ic f seif-preservation, and also iii thie undyiîîg spirit of Islamie

p-cîde a-a fanaticism. Turk-ey is ou the defensive. Islam sees that it
ia struggle for existence. The Turk realizes that astinsar o

tending he mnust go to thue Wvall, and Moslems must be ef t bellind in
therae. h Christian communities are coming forw'ard so rapidly

ivînealth and numbers, and rising so conspicuously to positions of
social respectability, ed.ucation., influence, refineenet in gDeneral cul-

te, that the Moslenu feels hinuseif to bc sadly behind the times and
t odae. whule lie clings, to bis religioni and to the old Isiamie

traditions and practices liecannot compote withi the Christian iii the
raeof civilizatic>n ana improvement. He must, tiierefore, by al

uleiljs lit bis commnand, strive to set back this rising tide of muission-
$ qyi-nfluence and especially takze stringent nucasures, to prevent the

j Mohammedan constituency of the empirc froili coming at ail within the
Srneof its movemeiut.

e The Turkish Government, representing both churcli and state, is
Sreluctant to allow and cannot igno a asocial and rel igions revolution.

of tVis kind. Islam must not lose its proud position ts prestige and

glory must not be dimmed. Liberality, so the Mosienu reasons, would
be fatal to both churchiaud state. Seif-r-efornu is both da.nger-ousand imi-

possible. Islar. needs no reformation. Amalgamation with other existing
scial and re&îgcious organizations is self-annihilation. Toin iiithemarch
o! progresi and civilization is losing its distinctive identity. Conicessions
to Christian ity are di spara gemen ts to Islam. Thie Sultan himself cannot

Ïl make them ivithout putting Ihiniseif' in danger. Christianity eau be
sud lias been tolerated in Christins just as mauy other nuis-ances are
snbrûitted to becauise you cannot get rid o.i tiien, but never cau Chiris-

tniybe tolerated in Moslenus. Liberty of conscience in this sense is
tre-ls% to hea'ven-

lu niany other re-spects mission work i«S au offense to the Turk.
The translation of the Bible into sc many languiagres of his emipir,-
the uuited work of the Bible societies and missionaries-thie indlus-
trions and successful distributior of the Scriptures, at the present
time, amouuting to about 100,000 full or partial copies il vear, and

makiag a total of 2,250,000 copies since organized work of this kind
bý,an in the Levant, is an impertinence which so annoys hinu that lie

4 Elizei innocent colporteurs and puts them. iii prison as common crinu-
riaIs, whero tliey often stay for mondiez. He ivill dIo this even though.
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