The Dominics Class.

wn. He was a born dunce. 1 fleeched him,
and I coaxed him, and 1 endeavoured to di-
vert him to get Lim to fearn, and I kicked
1im, and 1 cuffed him; but ¥ might as weel
nae kicked my heel upon the floor, or fleech-
od the fireplace. Jock was knowledge-proof.
Al my efforts were o’ no avail. I could get
wim to learn nothing, and to comprehend
nothing. Often I bad half made up my mind
(o turn him away from the school, for 1 saw
tat I never would bave any credit by the
slockhead. But what was most annoying
was, that here was his mother at me, every
nand-awhile, saying—

‘Mr. Grierson, 'm really surprised at ye.
My son, John, is not comin onava. 1 really
wsh ye wad tak mair pains’ wi’ him. It is
an unco thing to be payin® you guid money,
and the laddie to be getting nwe gud for it.
jwad hae ye to onderstand, that his faither
wena make his money sae easily—no by
‘ting on a seal, or walking up and down a
-, as ye do. There’s such a ane’s son
‘wainto the Latin, nae less, I understand,
'l my John no out o® the Testament. But,
kepend upon it, Mr. Grierson, if ye dinpa try
ade something wi’ him, I maun tuk him

wa from your schoo!, aud that is the short

ol the lang 0t}

‘Do sae, ma'm,’ said I, *and Pl thauk ye.
wey me! iU's a bouny thing, indeed—do ye
uwpose that I had the makin o your son?
{Nature has formed his head out o” & whin-
_une,can I transtorm it into marble ? Your
awould try the patience ¢ Job—his heud

thicker than & door-post. 1 can mak nae-

_ingo'bim. 1 would sooner teach & hundred

-1be troubled wi’ him.

‘Hundred here, hundred there? said she,
~atift; ‘but it’s a hard matter, Mr. Grier-
., for his faither and me to be payin’ ye

qey for naething ; an’ il ye dinna try to

zksomething o him, Pl tak him irae your
“aol, an’ that will be baith seen an’ heard
io'¥

Sesaying, away she would drive, tossing
- head wi’ the airs o’ my lady. Yecaonnr
xeive, sir, what a teacher has to put up
7. Thomson says—

¢ Delightful task
Toteach the young idea how to shoot !*

wish 1o gozdness he had tried it, and a
-lh's specimen o’ its delights would have
feited hin, and instead o' what he has
mte(x'z, he would have said—

2k7

Degrading thought
To be each snivelling blockhead’s parent's alave!

Now, ye'll remember that Jock was perpet-
vally sniftering and gaping wi? his mouth, or
even sucking his thumb like an idiot. There
was nae keeping the animal eleanly, much
less instructing him ; and then, if he had the
book in-his hand,-there he sat staring owre
it, wi’ a look as vacant and stupid asa tor-
toise. Or, if he had the slate before him,
there was he crawing scores on’t, or amusing
himsel wi’ twirling and twisting the pencil
in the string through the frame. Never had
I such a lump o' stupidity within the walls
o’ my school.

After his leaving me, he was put as an ap-

prentice to a bookeeller. I thought, of alf the
callings under the sun, that which had been
chosen for hisn was the least susted to a per-
son o' his capacity. But—would ye beliove
it, sir 2—Jock surprised us 2. He fairly turn-
~d the corner on & my calculations. When
he began to look after the lassies, he also be-
gan to “smart up.” He came to my pight-
tchool, when he would be about eighteen,
and I was perlectly astopished at the change
that had taken place, even in the appesrance
o the callant. s very nose, which had al-
ways been wo stufled and thick-like, was now
an ornaiment 1o his fuce. He had become al-
together a lively, fine-looking lad ; and, more
marvellous still, his whole heart’s desire
secmed to be to Jearn; and he did learn with
a rapidity that both astonished and delighted
wme. I actually thought the instructions
which I had endeavoured to instil into him
for years, aud apparently without effect, had
been lying dormant, as it were, in the cham-
berz ¢ his brain, like a cuckoo inwinter—that
they had been sealed up as fast as 1 imparted
them, by some cause that I did not compre-
hend, and that now they had got vent, and
were issuing out im rapid and vigorous
strength, like a person refreshed alter a
sleep.

After he had been two years at the night
school, so far from cossidering him a dunce,
Iregarded him 3s an amazing clever jad.
From the instance I had had in him, [ began
to perceive that precocity o’ intellect was nae
yroof ¢ its power. Weli, shordly after the
tirae I am speaking o, he left Aopan for
Glasgow, and, after being a year or twa
there, he commenced business upon his own
account. I may =afely say, that never may



