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[For the Canada Temperance Bdvocate.
Wme at the Beard—A Sketoh.
'Y RDLA. T v

T saw him when youth’ ﬁ!‘ct crowned hxm with her |,
verdant Wrealh “His’ form was el‘ect-hxs eye "bright,
and’ bns [o&y ‘fotetiead gave evxdence uf’ no’ common
order of ;ntellect.

Iwatched !;sm ‘with interest as 'hie climbed the bill
of science, and reached with eager hands for the rich
clusters on the tree of knowledge. T saw, “him as he
stood by tiie fireside, his young”heart frelgﬁe& with
watm affections, and bounding with hops, tHE %r;ghleat
jewel in the casket of home, But, even as ! ldoked,
my heari aank w:thm me, and [ trembied with uidé-
ﬁrxa'a forebodxngs £ 16¢at the boord T saw thig wine.cup

fame, the ‘admiration of the cringing multitude, For
bim Senate Hallaglittered, and banuers wadvéd over battle.
ﬁe’td's Ambition beckoned him onward, 2nd Hope sang
her dyren song in his cars.  He was courted and flotterad
in the circles of fashionable society, where the beaming
{swiile; and the ruddy wine went hand in hand.

Now, iadeed, thought I, if he falls not, theré wm be
Hittle ‘cause for fear.

Time pasted on, and he led to the altar 2 flir and
gentle’ f:amg, and [ heard the solemn vows which bouad
Rim 46 chevish, and protect her till death. Marriage
vows! Words of deathless import! et hov®often
spoken lightly, and broken with impunity !  How many
a hieart, full of earnest affection, finds, in the bridal veil,

clrclmg, ‘and, a3 the Faddy liquid sparkled; I conld o

but see, (‘oﬂowmu in its wake, all the~ fearful train of |

selr.mﬂxcted rmscmes, which ends for this life, in the!

and shroud 1 -
.About thistime, eircumstances changed my residence,
land for a time I lost sight of the gifted H~—— and hig

Drunkard’s grave, and the Drunkeard’s doom of unz,peak Hovely bride.

abié anguish in the life to come.

i venmved lo remonctrate with the father, who, for
the saké of cuslom, could place such a temptation in the
way of ‘an only son: but I was to'd that my fears were
groundless—that there was no danger, His was an ‘old
famly, and though for generations the choicést wittes tad
sparkled at the family bodrd, no one had disgracéd the
noble name he bore,

1 saw {hat words were unavailing; but I did not the

less tremble for the result. As I looked on, my fears
did, indeed, seem groundless.

Young H—— entered College, and, at the 2nd of his
courae, graduated with the highest honors of his class.

Now, life séemed 10 open to him a vast field, and his
restlass spirit went forth in its manly strength to explore
and accupy.

Science spread out her broad expanse before him,
and he wandered over it, gathering for himself rich
laurels, and feasting his noble intellect on her choicest
treasures. Sill he was uasstisfied. He longed to
stand in the ranks, and fight the great battle of life, side
by side with his {ellnws.

Thearene of politics staed invitingly open, and through

Nosv and then, rumors reached me of his brilliant
career. He was rapidly rising in honor ; but with these
rumors were coupled vague hints of unnatural exeites
ment, which I could not help tracing back to the fatal
wine-cup.

Years rolled away, and I was spending some months
in a distant city. It was late in the Autumun.~—The
leaves had already fallen from the trees, which here and
there stood like sentinele before the rich man's door;
and the bleak whistling wind was now whirling them
up in litile heaps, and anon sweepirg them around the
corness in wild commotion. It was just such a day as
makes one\appreciate the comforts of a bright fire, and
an interesting book ; and as neither business nor plea-
sure called me out, I had spent the day on the sofa with
a book for my compsnion, Asthe day wore on, I grew
weary of this, and situing down by the windew, gazed
out at the tide of life which wont ebbing and fowing
past.

As Tlooked, I could not help thinking how many a
heart, freighied with sorrow, mingled wuh the crowd.
Now and then some elegant equipage rolled by, whose
gay eccupants seemed to give the lie to my ead faneies,

the long vista of aftusing fascinations which clester round

Among the trowd, my eye singled out a femals

2 poluws) carw, hosn imeell b:gb oa the ladder of ‘ﬁgure, W b:ch, though clothed in the armistakeable garb

001

a weight more crushing than the heavy folds of the pall '



