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Municirnl Salvage
of House Refuse

Collection and Treatment of Waste
Material to Redeem its Value
Yields Good Results

The War has not so much .aught
ertnin things, as it rather has
strated facts previously re-
cognized but considered as of little
moment, things which in times of
peace it would have takon many
years of persistent propaganda to
awaken an extravagant and in-
different public to the importance
o,

Among other questions, that of
the salvage of house refuse was not
the least important. The most
successful, and in many ways, the
most  advanced nicipality in
this regard is the Salvage Depart-
ment of Bi wcham, Eng., and a
brief study of its suceessful opera-

tion cannot fail to be of benefit f

now,

Here the question is one of the

ption of new processes of waste
ention and not merely that of
waste disposal,

In the matter of treatment of
condemned meat and fish, whereby
valuable fertilizers and fat are pro-
duced, Birmingham has long heen
active and, recently, a laboratory
for analytical and research work
has been added with a view
further developments in the tre
ment of all kinds of refuse,

The results obtained during the
war, in connection with the waste
paper  campaign, unquestionably
warrant the continuation of this

rt of the work of the department. |

"o insure saving the waste paper
of the city, and to permit of easier |
seprration of the garbage generally, '
a system of dual refuse bins has |
recently  been adopted by the |
Birmingham authorities.  One bin, |
for the reception of domestic ashes
and sweepings only, must be pro-
vided by the houscholder; the |
second is provided gratis by the
corporation.  This is the salvage
bin for all other household wastes,
such as rags, bones, serap |
iron, paper, glass, ete.

In like manner, the garbage willl
be collected separately in newly |
provided electrie vehicles, these
vehicles being divided into two
groups. The ashes, on arrival at
the works, will be screened; the
fine portion, constituting approx-
imately one-half of the whole, will
pass direct into waggons or boats
and will be disposed of to mix with
heavy eclay land; the coarser
material will be used as fuel,

The contents of the salvage bins
will be sorted and graded. The
tins are first de-tinned, then de-
soldered, and subsequently bund-
led by means of hydraulic pressure.
The rags are sorted by a mechan-
ical picking belt into cotton and
woollens, passed through a me-
chanical washer, a turbine hydro-
extractor and, finally, into a mech-
anical dryer and then baled.

It may not be possible for Cana-
dian cities to on this import-
ant work of ipal salvage on
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!,\'»aru' imprisonment who by negli-
gence causes any fire which ocea-
sions loss of life or loss of property.

“The person owning, oceupying
or controlling the premises in
which such a fire oceurs, or ou
which such fire originates, be
deemed to have caused the fire
through negligence if such person

| leetion, separation and subsequent
| disposal of the municipal wastes of
large as well as of smaller munici-
palitios.

| Birmingham has passed the ex-
perimental stage, has profited by
its own war expericnees and is
satisfied with its system both from
[the economic and the hygienie

standpoint, —C. A H. has failed to obey the requirements
o - of any law intended to prevent fires
' Serious Shortage of Anthracite | or which requires apparatus for the

extinguishment of fires or to facili-
tate the escape of persons in the
levent of fire, if the jury finds that
| such fire, or the loss of life, or the
{whole or any substantial portion
of the loss of property, would not
have oceurred if such law had been
complied with,

2. The said Aet is further
amended by inserting immediately
after section five hundred and
fifteen the following section:

Y515, In any case where any
.'Iin- insurance company which car-
¢ ries any poliey of fire insurance on
the perty, or any Dominion,
| or municipal fire officer
or authority recommends that the
owner, lessee or other person con-
trolling or operating any building,
| strueture, factory, shipyard, vessel,
dock, wharf, pier, sawmill, or yard
in which logs or lumber are stored
or held, should make any change
or alteration in such building,
strueture, factory, shipyard, vessel,
dock, wharf, sawmill, pier or yard,
remove any material therefrom, or
supply any apparatus therefor,
with a view to reduci i
fire or for the exting
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|stoves during early autumn and
late spring, as well as during mild
weather in the winter, when only a
moderate fire may be required.
| Where wood is to be burned in a
| stove or furnace intended for coal,
it will be found desirable to cover
| the grate partly with sheet iron or
fire brick, to reduce the draught.
If this is not done, the wood is
wasted, by being eonsumed too |
fust, and, while kes a very hot
ire in a furnace, it may dan
fire hox.

3. The heating by wood, of
| ehurches, lodge-rooms, halls, ete.,
| where warmth for only a limited
period of time may be necessary,

X ases, it will be quite
| fensible to eke out limited stores of
| coal by burning wood in the day-
| time, reserving coal for holding the
| fire over night.

5. Furnaces may be run low,
| keeping the house in general only
warm _enough to prevent water
pipes from freezing, supplementing
this by the use of wood fuel in
stoves or grates to keep the living
and dining rooms comfortable,

J
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and such rec ion is ap-
proved by any officer in the service
of His Majesty, thereto authorized
by the Governor in Council, and
notice of such recommendation
and of such approval thereof has
been served personally upon or
forwarded by registered mail to
such owner, lessee, or other person,
and such owner, lessee or other
person refuses or neglects to forth-
with carry out such recommenda-
tion, such owner, lessee or other
person shall be liable upon sum-
mary oconviction to a fine not
exceeding one thousand dollars, or
to imprisonment for any term not
exceeding six months, or to hoth
fine and imprison iy

At the meeting of the Dominion
Fire Prevention Committee at
Ottawa on May 9, Mr. G. D,
Findlayson, the honorary secre-
tary, and Superintendent of Insur-
ance, interpreted the first elause of
the amendment as follows:

“Under the first clause, any
person upon whose premises fire
occurs is deemed to have caused
the fire by negligence if he has

Wood can be used much more
generally than at present as a sub-
stitute for coal in cooking.

7. A great saving of fuel can be
accomplished by making windows
and  doors tight against the
entrance of cold air from the out-
side, through the use of weather
stripping, ete.; also, by the insula-
tion of furnaces and pipes with
rings of asbestos and other
suitable material,

Bringing the Fire
Loss Nearer Home

At the last session of the Do-
minion Parliament, amendments to
the Criminal Code, dealing with
the fire waste, were passed at the
recommendation of the Dominion
Fire Prevention Committee, and
following up the suggestions of the
Commission of Conservation as
contained in the report Fire Waste

in Canada. The amendments place | failed to with any regu-
the responsibility for outhreaks of | lations d to prevent fire,
fire and for failure to provide| Non-compliance is the proof of

proper apparatus for the exting-
uishment of fire or the eseape of

rsons in the buildings in case of
g‘r‘r. The amendments were as
follows:

1. Section five hundred and fif-
teen of The Criminal Code is
nn:end«d by innu}ing the following

negligence, and this is a question
of fact to be determined by a jury.
Notification of a breach of the law
is not provided for, as every person
il:pruumod to be familiar with the
"
This drastic legislation should
be given widespread publicity, as

the same lines as Birmingham, but
there is certainly room for im-
provement everywhere in the col-
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