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diffusion of more correet ileas—of more accurate kuowledgs of
ity especintly in the muther conntry,  Conscious, ns we mny wetl
be, of our growing strength and rapid advaneement, it ix neves-
thelesy, true and, pahiapy a hitthe mortifying, to find much mis-
appretiension—1 had aliost said ignorance—respecting even the
very geography of the Provinee, existing in Kagland, Were
this contined t the Joss educated chsses we should not so mch
wouder, and were the instunce of it of an early dite, and before
carreet infortaation wis casily attainably, we should uot have any
right to complain; but the thet is otherwise, as two jnstances
shall select will abundantly show, Half a century had elupsed
from the timo thut Buike spuke of the * Dleak amd bassen regions
of Canada,” before the publication of the Jnst volumie of thut
highly esteomed and vadunble work, Alison’s History of Europe,
amd feom that volume 1 make the following oxteaet :—* The fist
operativns of the cunpaign i Camula proved singolarly unfortu-
nate to the Americans,  In thie end of dnnuary, Gen, Winchester
with a thousand men, crossed over to attack Iort Detvoit, in the
Upper Provinee, and before any force conld be assenbled to re-
sist him, made himsell master of French Town, twenty-six wiles

, fram that place.  Genernl Proctor, howeer, whe commanded
the British forees in that quarter, 10 svoper hemd of this irrup-
tion than ho Jastily ussombled a body of 500 regulars und
miliia, being the Glengnrry Feneibles and 600 Indians, and
commeneed an attack upon the invadets two days afterwards in
the fort of Ogdensburgh.”  To those acquainted with the eveuts
alluded to, or with tho places mentioned, it i3 unnecessary to
point out the crrors which this passage coutains, To some it
may be useful to explain that General Winchester's advance upon
Detroit was made in the {now) State of Michigun, which, though
at that somest in the British possession, was nevertheless Auwreri-
can tersitory,—that Foit Detrott, uot long before captured by Sir
Inuse Brock, is in Mickigan, on the same side of the river—
which there forms the boundary of Upper Canada—as General
Winchester was marching on—that Fort Detroit is newly at the
western extremity of Lake Erie, in which part of the country
Colonel Proctor then counnanded the British forces~—while the
attack in which the Glengarry Fencibles bare so distingnished 2
part, aud which resulted in the capture of the Awmerican position
st Ogdensbitrg, was under the command of  ditlerent oflicer,—
aud that Ogdenstiurg is situated on the rviver St. Lavwrence, at a
distance exceeding the whole length of both Lakes Erie and
Outario from the seene of Geneial Winchester’s eapture. A re-
ference to the Annual Register for 3813, which is cited in the
work as the authority for this passage, shows clearly enough that
this crror has arisen from blending mito one, as if velating 1o the
game ovents, two cutirely distinet transactions, and, no doubt,
rests with some transeriber employed by this eloquent and usnally
aceurate historian,

Again, in another work, the serond elition of which was pub-
lished as fate as 1845, by a gentleman who now holds the runk
of Queen's Counsel, and whose pen has aequiced for hism a de-
served reputation in works founded on other thust professionst
subjects, The following passage oceurs:—*Thus the waters
which might at first have been seen forming pait of the magui-
ficent confiuenee of Niagara, and then precipitated amid clouds of
mist and form down its tremendous falls, and after passing over
greal tracts of conntry through innmmesable channels and riva-
lets, serve ot length quietly to turn the pewants mill” A pas-
sage which, however well written, is nevestheless, a complete
juversion of the facts since the waters which «wre precipitated aver
the Falls of Niagara flow onward, gathering as they go through
Lake Ontavio and the River St. Lawresnce, the additions of many
4 fributary stieam, but never diverge into any other channel in
their downward consse, until they expand into the Gulph aud
become mingled in the wide Atlantie waves.

POISONOUS PLANTS IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF TORONTO.

{1653,

It swould bo casy, expecinlly if acconnt wus tuken of the mis-
taken idens respeeting Canada, of indis iduals of Joss standing and
prefession, to meltiply such fnstanves, but enough has been said
to shew the neeesity of diffising snore acenrate infunmntion as ¢
correetive of the past, snd as & means of preventivs for the future,

I canuot quit the sulject without avaiting mysell' of this fitting
oeeas,on to express what I sure Is equally felt by all present,
My sense of the obligmtions we owe to our President for his
avtite esertions in suppost of, sl his saluitde contributions to the
proceedisgs of the Camadian lustitnte,  In Jenving Upper Cana-
dy, he with T s cortain, earry with lim vur best wishes for his
happiness and prosperity, not utaceotupanied with the hope that
we may be able at sowe future period to weleome his retarn
mmong usy, and to henefit by the renewal of his co-operation in
the praceedings of the Society,  Convinced of the excellence of
the objects of the ~aundian Institute, I wjoice at its present suc-
cess e its future prospects, A diligent pursuit alter, and &
fitting cwplaymetst of kuowledge  hen guined, cannot fuil to-ex-
eretse s elevating influence ik ouy reluttans to each other, and to
laad to just conceptions of our respective duties in the various
sulks of life. Wa shudl more practieally feel that it is not for
owrselves ouly, but for our fellows, that we are ealled upon to
think and act, while we strive for our individual hmprovement.
We shall strive also to communiente to others the benefit of what
we attain, thus approxtmating the lofty character of thoso who,

“With God himsell
Hald canverse, grow famwihiar day by day,
With his ¢onceptions, act upon kis plan,
And furin to his the relish of our souls??

On the Poisonous Piants which are indigenous ta, or which
I'ave become natwalized, in the neighbourhood of Taronta,
by Edwewd M. Hodder, M. Coo & X, R\ G, 8,y Professor of
Obstetiive, &Coy i1t the University of Trivity Colleses
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1%th, Lobelia Inflata. oo oee. Indian Tobacco.
Class Pentandrir. ... .. « - Order Monogynia,

This pretty plant varies in height {rom six inches to two or
three fect.

The stem is erect, angular aad hairy 3 the leaves seattered, oval
sisuate, veined and hairy,  The flowers in spikes, corolla bluish
purple, the tubie prismatic and cleft above, the segments spread-
ing, two above Janceolate, the three lower ones oval,

'The whole plant operates as a violent emetic.

The Jast three plants are exceedingly pungent to the taste, and
n kuge doses e nareotico sovid potsons, It is said that in
teaspoonful doses of the powder, they have proved futal in five
hows, where vomiting has not been produced.  When chewed
incantiously, they praduce an insupportable sense of burning and
distension, which extends down the gullet; nuusea ensues, aud
vomiting generally follows, necompanied with oppressive prostra
tion, Janguor of the pulse, mnd sweasing,

Their aerid taste and emetic qualities, however, prove their
safeguards for, 5t is mpossible to aat the plants in sufficient
quantitics to produce detdh, and which e only be ocensioned by
an extreme dose tiken by mistake,

18th. Dracontimm Faetidum, or Setades Skunk Cabbace
Feetidus, abbage.

Class IVo ool o ..Order 1.



