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HYMNOLOGY 0F THE CHURCH.

BY T. MN. DENYRS, B.A

'1(INGING lias always formced
-a very important feature
* of a-Il worship, singing ni

sonie form, andI gcnerallv
~<accompanied by instru.-
$mental music. Thle Psalnis

to irregular chiants or
- short, simple melodies,
* accomipanied by instru-

niients sclected as appro-
priate in tone to the
particular Psalm,the wvhole

body of instruments being used ini
grand( bursts of chorus. Alternate
singing from side to side or by
choirs of wonien or boys and o;f
men wvas frequent, "And Miriain
answvered them, sing ye to the Lord
for lie hiath triumiphed gloriously
(EX. XV. 21). " And the wvomeni
answered one anothier as thiey
played and said, Saul biath siain bis
thiousands, and David hiis ten tlîou-
sands" (i Sam. xviii. 7). "And thiev
sang togetiier by course in p)raising
an(l giving tbianks unto thie Lord"
(Ezra iii. iî)i

VTocal nmusic wvas nearly alwavs
accompanic(I by instruments. "And
David and aIl the bouse of Isra-el
played before the Lord on ail miai-
ner of instruments made of fir-
wood, eveni on barps, and on psal-
teries, ami on timbrels, and on cor-
nets, and on cymbals." Music en-
tered so, largelv into the private ancl
public life of tbie Hebrews thiat its
cessation tvpified utter niis<erv or
desolation. "Mioreover, I will take
froni theni the voice 6f iiirthi, ami
tbie voice of gladness, tbe voice of
tbe bridcgroom anI the voice of
tbe bride, the soun(l of the nîll-
stolles anI the ligbit of tbe caîidlc
(Jer. xxv. io) ; " and I will cause--
thie nîoise of thy songs to cease and
thie sound of tby barps shial be no
more heard."

Vocal an(l instrumental miusic,
often witli dlancing, i.e., nîeasurcd
rhythmnîcal movements, wvas an ac-
coxnpanying feature of thieir social
gatlieriîîgs aîîd their processions,
whether religious, triunial, bridai
or funeral. Singcing men and wvo-
mnen fornîcd part of David's and
Solomion's court, the winepress wvas
trodden, and the vintage that. J:oseci
tbe barvest wvas gatliered wvith a
songy. The " timibrels and flue
(lances " of flic daughiters of Israel
typify ordinary peace and pros-
perity.

Tliat must lhave been a maguli-
ficent service ini thie temple xvhen
a great army of singers, strengtb-
encd by the sound of trumpet and
psaltcry, callcd to, one anothier and
said, " Lift up your heads, O ye
gates, and be ve lifted up, ye ever-
lasting doors, and the King, of
Glory shall enter in. Who is this
Kincr of Glory ?

We read that there wvere four-
thousand Levites whiose onlv busi-
iiess wvas to look after flic Psalmody.
Thev were divided into courses of
two hundred and forty and five-
eacb course biaving its appointed
tinue. Tiiere -were no semnions in
those days except ini the synagogue.
'fle psalni was everytlîing. but cain
wve imagine antin raîidcr, more
fitted to press hionie the gyreat truthis
set forthi in tise svmboh and cere-
ITInial of tse -former Dispensation
thuan those wbite-robed Levites
stan1dingý, before tie tokens of God's
prcsenlcc-siiiokini<, altars, golden
can(lesticks-ulider the verv wIic5s
of the clierubim, cbianting suchi
psalins as tlie one hundred and
thirtv-sixtlî, one part exclaiingic:

O 0.give thanks unlto the Lord for
lie is Zgood," thien anotiier section
stanidingc, in a <ifferent place re-
sponding. "I unto him W'lo doethi


