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on to write in the name of the Socicty.
{ufw liave to acknowledge letters from
the following ladien, Mes. A. Walker,
Mirses Matheson, Ross, McUregor, and
McKeen. These letters were tully ap-
preciated by us for their lovirg sympa-
thy, and I should like to answer ecach
separately but my time at present iv too
Jimitud,  Would you therefore kindly
thark those ladies for me.

In reply to what you eo kindly sald
ooncorning giving us assistance in our
work, I may say thatour nativessre
uot «utirely dependent on us for cleth-
ing. There are several white settlers at

Fila barbour from whom they can pur- :

chare print for cheir yans or other pro
duce,

Besides this the mnen make cobra, for
wheeh they get either Jothing or moucy

and if cocoanuts weie as plentiful on this !

island as they are on some of the others,

cobra-making would be quite a1 advan. !

tage te our people. But cocoa nut trees
are not abundunt.
Yeareayo Mr. McKenzie pointed ont

the benetit of Laving plenty of cocoa-nuts |

and »viongly urged  them to plant more.
Some of these acted on iy advice and
wirl before iong have a tuir supply.

‘This applies ouly to the chrstian na-
tivres. When the heathen join us, es-
pecially those inland, they are quite
destitute of clothing.  Hitherto we have
been able, with the help of the christian
natives, to give cach person a garment
as they came in.

But we have great difficulty in keep-
ing the school children decently ¢l
Therc are between sixty and seventy in
attendance.  Some ave ajways neat and
clean.  Others who belong to large fa.
nulies, and a goodly number who ave or-
})Imna 1equire assistance, so that we are

requently giving garments to such,

For the last few years we have en-
deavoured to have a Chiistinas trec for
them, our desire being to give cach child
& rcady made garment. Last Christmas
we had «nly a few emall shirts ob hand
s wewere obliged to pass theday quietly.
But through the kindness of triends of
the mission in Nova Scotia we were able
to give them their entectainmenton the
L5eh of Juns.  The little ones =pent a
bappy day and went to tneir homes in
the oy ening delighted with their presents.

The peopie of this village have just
returned home with their arrow root.
“t hey bring it home in tubs, then spresd
it on sheets to diy. They made itata
stve.m neav Meli, some miles from here.
dieitis a powerful heathen village, per
baps tho most powerful on the island,
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Some months ago they borrewed o
cauoe from the Krakor people, but never
returned it. A few weckn, ngo thep
cume again wanting the chicfn large new
canoe,  He, remembering the past,ie.
fuaed to give it. This enraged them,
aud after returning home 1hey sent word
to the effect, that if EraRor peoplo went
there to make arrow oot they weuld
come and kill them, and wishe I their
special frienda 1o stay at hemme.  Theie
word however was disregnded.  All the
adults went to the wok except women
with young infants. We felt n little
anxious, ki owing the hold warlihe s irit
of the Meli people.  But this evening we
were rejoiced to hear that the whole vil-
Lige came to them with presents of food.

am glad to be able to tell you of coa-
tinued health in our family, with one ex-
ception. Our youngest child had a se.

I vere illness which prevented Mr. McK.

!

attending the meeting of Synod.

I was afiaid Mr. McKenzia’'s health
would give way under 18 hard wink,
He ha- done & good desl of house build-
g this yeas,  In this he was assinted
by some young man, part of whom have
become very neat work-men, that is,for
New Helirdeans.

Would you please give Dr. and Mrs,
Patterson our kind regards and thank
them for the tokens of remembrance they
sent us,

With our united best wishes for the
peosperity of your Society.

I am yous,
very sincerely,
AMaxpa McKENzIER,

LerTER PROM MR. ELLA.

Rev. H. A. Robertson, missionary on
Erromarga, was obliged to leave thres
of hie children at School in Australis.
The two giris were left at the school of
the Misses Ella, daughters of Rev. Sam-
uel Klla, for many jears one of tho mis-
sionaries of the London Missionary Soci-
ety, first in the Samoa, afrerwards im
Loyalty Islands, but now retired. Mr,
Ruberton sends us the following note re-
ceived by him trom Mr. Ella. The many
friends of our miesionarics will he glad
to r.ear that the children when deprived
of parental care are doing well

Pctersham, New South Wales,
. May23rd, 1585,
My Dear Mr. Robertson :—-
As you will be wisbing to hear of your




