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WINNIPEG, NOVEMBER 2, 1898.

INSPEOTION OF MEATS

At o rocont meeting of the Wiunipeg health
committeo, ono of tho aldormen brought up
tho question of tho inspootion of meats. It
was pointed out in reply to the aldorman, by
a Loalth officer of tho city, that a public
abattoir would have to bo provided before
any eatisfactory rystem of inspection could
be put into effect. This fact has beon pommd
out in The Commeroial on several ocessions,
Oaly o fow weeks ago, when discussing the
noed of o systom of inspection of meats, etec.,
The Commersial spid :

What is reqmted in order to provide a pro-
per inspeotion, is & contral station, where all
slpughtering for tho city should be done.
With a contral station provided, aund
slaughtering there made compulsory, it
would be an easy matter to provide for an
efficiént inspection of animals beforo
slaughtering.

Besides the facilities which it would afford
for inspectisn, u central abattoir would do
away with the present objsctionable aystem
of ha¥ving slavghter houses scattered about
the outskirts of the oity. Asido altogether
from the question of inspection, these
slaughter houses scattered about the suburbs
of the city, are not at all desirable institu-
tions.

The Commercial regards the inspection of
foodstuffs, and meats in particular, as s very
imgortent and urgent question. It is 8
matier which this journal has repeatedlv
urged upon the attention of the civic
suthorities, Complaints have frequently
come to our knowledge of the sale of fish,
poultry, meats, stc., which were unfiv for
food. The winter season will soon be on,
when frozen stuff 13 offered on the market,
and in this form it is very Jdifficult to detect
damaged stuff. Many persons are in conse-
quenco 1mposed upon through the purchase

of fish, pouitry, eto., which, when thawed.

out, is found to be in a partielly decayed
coudition,

Complaints bave recently bsen made that
a large number of lump jawed ocattle are
boing slaughtered and sold for food in the
thecity, We were informed that one party
al ue slaughtored eight of these diseased ani-
mals in ono week recently. Animals aflicted
with this discase are generally regarded by
experts as unfit for food. The slaughter of
such animals for food is prohibited in some
cities. If animsals afilicted with this and
other diseases, or badly wounded or braised,
aro unfit for food, their slaughter and sale for
foed should.be prohibited. Unscrupulous

persuns will always be ready to handle this -

cless of stuff. In faot they can make more
money out of these animals than they can by
handling healthy ones, r the diseased or
bruised animals can often be hought very

cheap, sometimes for only a few dollars per-
head, while. the dressod meat from them is
sold at only a modera.te reductxon from the

ruling market prica.

The inspection of live ammals can beo
carried out to much better advantagoe than in
the caso of dressed moats. In the caso of
live u.mmnls, an oxpert would havo no diffl-
culty in dotecting any that were unfit for
food, Animals which wéuld be readily de-
tected as unfit for food while alive, would, no
doubt, somotimes pass inspection in a dressed
form. An inspection of live animals is,
therefore, of the greatest value {rcm o sani-
tary point of view, and in the summer seasop
an inspection of this nature would cover
almost everything offered for salo in the city
In the winter season, when frosen stuff is
being shipped into the market from outside
roints, a closer inspection of dressed meats,
oto., is necessary. In order to establish an
efficient systom of inspection, a public
abattoir, as before stated, is necessary.

THE WHEAL SITUATION.

There is no questien but that the wheat
situation is a strong ome, and indications
have not for years been so favorable for
higber prices. The late advance in wheat in
its early stages was & legitimate one, and was
based on actual conditions favorable to an
sdvance. Then came a fow days of wild ex-
citoment aud & very rapid advance, which
produced a top heavy coudition and led to
th= inevitable collapse. Thix wild excitement
and rapid advance was the worst thiog the
market could experience, as in the reaction
which followed, prices were carried dowa to
below what tho market cenditions would
warrant. Prices were coming along very
pitoly, Tho market was advaucing quite fest
euough and might bave kept on slowly
appreciating for soma time, if the ** buom ™
which started on Saturday, October 17, and
kept up during the early days of the foilow-
ing week, had not set in and unsettled every
thing, Atthe time of writing the market
has not yetshown much evidence of recovery,
but we believe it will recover and we look for
a firm market op this crop. The great
political contest ir. the United States, wlach
hes now almost reached a crisis, draws
attention from wheat for the present, but it
enunot alter actunl conditious. and when
things have cooled down a bit, there should
be an improvement in wheat.

Agericais ina position this year to com-
pel importing countries to pay fair prices for
wheat, All the wheat which this continent
has to spare, will be wanted this year. Of
coursoe if price are ** boomed " tou muoch, con-
samption will be turned to other commodities
and the amount of wheat consumed will be
greatly reduced ; but at fair prices the sar-
plus carried over will be very small. Times
are good in Great Britsin and Eirops, and
on this account the people there will be will-
ing to pay fair prices, Oa this continent the
outlook for good tima3s i3 also favoradble. If
the silverites are baaten in the United States,

‘83 it is now balieved they will be, we may

look for o great awakening of industnal
activity in that country. Factories have
been closed or ranning on short timefora
long time, and purcliases of raw material
have boon of o hand to mouth order. With

.the political situation settled favurably, sctive
_buying and general business activity may bo"

oxpocmd This will help further to strongthon
the coreal markots,

Of course the main print in whoat, asin
othor products, is supply and demand. The
world’s sapply of wheat, which reached
onormous proportions in 1893 and 1894, has
rapidly declined since the latter date, and is
now belioved to be smaller than in any year
since 1890, aud tho outleok d% prestnt would
indidate a considerable further shrinkage in
tho supply for the pressnt drop year. Tlhe
last wheat crop in India was a small one;
amounting to about 173,007,000 bushels,
compared with 232,000,000 in 1893, and 232,.
000,000 bushels in 189Lk. The estimated
home consumption of India is 230.00),000
bushels. The preseat growing erop in India

-is expocted to prove very poor, and tho pro-

spoot for the future, together with the poor
crop last year, has advanced prices to such
an extent 1n Indin, that it has beon found
possible to ship wheat from California to that
country. The shipment of Caiifornia wheat
to Indis is one of the causes which led to the
recent *‘boom " in the wheat markets here.

Australia has never been a large producer
of wheat, but that country has usaally had
& limited quantity for export. The iast
Augtralian crop, however, was so small that
Australis bas been obliged to import wheat
aud fluar from America. Even if the new
Austraiian crop, which comes to market in
January, turns out an average one, it will
nat cut any figure, as supplies have bsen re-
duced very low in that country by the
failure of the last crop, and there will not be
wuch for export from tho new crop. Indis,
and possibly Australia, will be oat of the list
of expurting countries for the next year, and
both are importers at the momeunt, to & limit-
ed extent.

Russia, the principal exportor of wheat in
Erope, has a small crop. but is supposed to
havo large resorves of old whneat, but Russia
is not expected to bea largs exporter of wheat
duriug the present year. On QOctober et this
year European visible stucks were 8v,000,000
bushels less than g year ago, and smaller than
10 any previnus year by 20,000,000 s 85,0u0-
000 bushels since 1890,

Stocks in Argentine are not large aud sven
if the new crop in that country, which comes
to market in Januvary, is an average one, it
will not ba suffi:ient to dopress ths markets
to the point of low prices,

The wheat crop in the United Ssates is un-
douhted!y somewhat, smaller thau any year
sirca 1890, being probably a little smaller
than the crop of 1893. With tho reduced
supplies elsewhere. thero is sure to bea larger
demand than in recent previous years, upon
this continent. In fact this isalready ap-
parent, as during the past three months,
July, August and September, exports from
this continent were equal to 41,500,000
bushels, flour included, compared with about
27,000,000 bushels [or the corresponding
period of last year. This large demeand for
Awmerican wheat is likely to oontinue for
some time, and there is apparently every
reason to believe that all o ir surplus will be
wanted at fair prices.

Robt, Swith, harness maker, of Neepawa,
contemplates opening & harness shop at
Dauphin.




