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TUE BUTTER GLUT.
Sorno tinte ago wc liad occasion to draw

attention to the burplus of butter uti the
W'innîipeg market, and siiice then titero
lins been a steady increase in the quantity
on liaxîd, until ziow thoro is a perfect glut
of the market, Thîis glut is flot nowv the
result of importations as nîo supplies
have beeî drawn fronu eastern sources for
several wccks, and very little silice the
Middle of 'May las-t. Tt is the steady iii-
ecase in tho quu atity of the homoe product
that is addiîîg to the surplus stock, aud
the worst featuro about the maatter iL that
a very largo proportion of the butter froun
local sources does not reacli the cit-,' ii a
state fit for keeping over utitil coler
-%veatlher brings a decresse in supply. The
farming contmunity of the ŽNortliwest
%vill require to bo olcier, wvcaltliier aid
possessed of more improveinents oit their
farins before good butter %vil1 bie a geiieral
product. Ytt the bulk of the butter
reaching tItis city, if received iii a compara-
tively fresh statu by ant experienced
grader aîîd packer, could lie carefully re-
packed and kept iii good condition utitil
a wiuter market brouglit a fair î>riue fur
it. Tîtat butter grading aud packing lias
not becoane an iiidustry this suiner ay
secin strange te nîany. But when care-
fui iinquiry is mîade its absence is by 11o
nîcans astoniisîjingg Tt seenis that it is
impossible to convince both farmiers,' and
country inerchants who purclînse their
butter, or take it iii trade, of the unusu-
ally low price of the produet thais scason.
At present the finest qualities of dairy
butter can lie purchased lu eastern niar-
Lots, and, witlî the low rates of sumner
freiglits, laid down ini car lots in Winni-
pet. at froxîx 15 te 16c a pound. Sucli
butter is well.packed and ready for sple
on arrivai liere, whjle- the best lots of local
require more or less haudling or fixing,
and aftcrwards are, as a rul, irferlor ti

the be-t eastemu brands. Our local butter
is, therefore, not îvortli more te the nman
wlio undertakes te -rade and repack it,
titan front flire four cents lema than
the best eastcrn, even when the quality is
unquestionalile. A monientary coinpari-
son of these figures vitli those of a year
sigo wvill showv liowv liard it niust bu for
local butter producers to, realise, tlîe drop

whirli lias taken place. Soine, Zvlîo are
butter producers ito% Iiad to purchase
butter for tlîoir own. use a year or so ago,
atid pay froin 35 to 40e a pouîid for it,
and now titat thiey are producers, te'accept
10 to 12e for tlieir surplus' product and
helievé that tlivy art- getting its full inar
kePt value(, is a diffleuit dose te iFwallow.
Yet snch is the( case, and tie drap in prie
lias been general ail over tItis continent.
lu the City of Cîticage, witlîin a yesr or
so, ereaînery butter of the finest quality
lias sold as liigli as 35e a pound, and now
elice to funcy creamnery ranges lietwvcen
15 aîîd 16c. Wlihile tiiore lias liepn a
heavy decline in the price of almost overy
agrieulturai produet during the past year,
that ln butter lias been exceptionally
lîeavy.

If the older markets of tlîis continent
have experieuceci suci a heavy decline in
prices, there are rossons why it shouid lie
more înarked in Winnipeg. This is the
flrst year in wlîicli Manitobia lias licou
ale te supply lier homne demland front
local sources, and tho province is steadiiy
nîaking its way towards exportitig butter
te markets front vhich, L lias hitlierLo
drawn supplies Undersucli circumstant-
ces the declino lu prices must of necussity
lie rapid and lîeavy. '%Vc hsd a simîilar
and eveai severer exporience in oats, rie
country advanced froin the position of an
importer to ait exporter of tliis grain
within cite year, and the consequence
Nvsts a di-op in prite iii tie city of Wýiuiiii

peg witliî a little over a year front 75 te
16e a busliel. Tt slîould lie steadily lield
iii viow, that upoa the exportation of
farta produets the growtli iii %ealth of
this province dcpends, anîd aIl sucli ccini-
tuoditios mnust eventually reacli a price at
whicli they cai lie exported at a profit te
eastern niarkets. Tt is very unfortunate
that just as Manitobia lias advanced far
enoughi te coui l cotnpetitio'i witli tlîe
east, tlîat prices tiiore zire lower than tlîoy
have beeîî for a nutîîber of years.

It is at ail tiînes foîly to attemipt to
stem the tide of the law of eupply and do
iaaand, and thîis is exa"1y what, Northt-
xvestern dlairy farmers anid country
uîerclhaxts have licen trying to do of late.
Thîoy have just sucteedg.d lu holding but-
ter at sueli a price that it. xould nlot pay
aîiy mani te go iinto the grading aîîd re-
packing of butter, snd the consequence la
that at ieast hlf a dozen car loads of the
î>rodnct, art; iîow ,,uattered over the count-
try, the buIl of iýhielî will bu held witil

it is simpiy -reoue, whercas, if disposod of
lioforo nio%, at iowver figures, it 'wouid
have licou packed aud stored ln condition
to niako it available for wintcr suppiy.
Strango it -%vould lie, yet it is quite pos-
sible that imuportationis from the cast wvill
lie again necessary during the cotning
winter, aftcr thiousands of pounds of local
supply have been allowcd te go to wvate.

RED RIVER IMPROVEMENT.
The question of tic deopening and

otlîervise imprcving tiîe Red and Assini-
boine Rivera, se as te niako theni valuablo
arteries of comnnerce, is a fitting work for
a body likec the WVinnipeg Board of Trade
te interest itsoif in, and it la to b liîoped
tlîat tijeir efforts to interest Sir Hiector
Langevin, and tho Govemniiont lie is con-
iiectted Nvitli in the utidertak-iig, will not
bu witliout thjeir -;ood effect.

in endea-voying te secure the support of
Sir John A. Mý-acDonaid's Govemninent in
this work of improving our Northîvestern
water streteltes, there are other difficul.
ties besides theso whiich face us in any
attcinpt te looson the Dominion purse
strings in favor of this country. The first
aîid égreatest of tiiose difficulties is that
the policy of the Mackenzie Governînent
iii the Northiwest included nlot oiy the
iniprovement of these %vater stretclies,
but also tlîeir lioing utilized as 'inka of
the great trifs-contARQfltal, IigiNvay, the
securîîîg of Nvltic-li lias licou thie suin cf so
xnany Catiadian statesmen. It must lie
adînitted, tîjat whilc the Mackenzie policy
would have accomplislied inuchi in this
îvay, whichi îvould liave beon useful ini
years te eme, it lacked that boldnets
whlicîî lias charactcrized the policy of the
presetît Governmnent, and soute cf ith de-
tails hîad uiot a little cf tho appoarance of
ait acknoîvledgenîent cf tlîe inabulity cf
the Domnion te construct tht&great rail-
ivay froni JA.lantic, to Pacific. li short,
the Mackenzie Governmett lacked the
Confidence and earnestness in the great
projet whticli thîcir succSsors. have se
steadily maintaincd. Wlietlier they were
wise iii tlîis lacl, cf confidence and liold-
ness it is. neless no te diLmss; a few
years will sottle the question beyond a
doulit. Sufficitent tesay tiiattieiranphib-
ions scltcie cf crossinig the continent lias
been spumned by titeir successors, and the
nîuclî greater undertaking cf au ail rail
route steadily adhered te. bTow it is oxily
tnaturai for a Governinetît as well au ait
individîtal in rejectùig a projeet or ait
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