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Ono little opisede in the war which in 1744 broke out hetween England
and France, marks, in a striking manner, tho couraze and endurancee of the
foe with whom the British Awerican provinces had to contend,  The Cana-
dian of that day wae< no unworthy vepresentative of the gallant raee to
which ho belougs,

We must premise a few worda to explain the situation.  When the war
began, Capo Breten was a French possession, with Louisboury, the strongeat
fortrens in Amwerica, for its eapital.  In the sccond yenr of the war Now
England had fitted ont an expedition against Louishourg, which had 1esulted
marvellously in the eapture of that strongholid, The Freneh. mortifiod
bevond measure at their humiliating loss, determined upon the mo-t ample
revenge.  In the following spritze they fitted ont, und dispuiched from Ia
Rochelly, the largest fleet thoy had ever 2ent acruss the Atlantie. It con.
sisted of eloven shipsof the line and twenty -four frigates, hesides thirty four
transports and fito ships, manned hy soven thoneand sailors, and earrying a
land force of three thunsand men.  {t was placed under the command of
the Duke I'Anville, an able and experienced commander,  Ho was in-
structed {o retake Louishourg, and dismantlo it ; then to proveed to Aunap
olis, and take that fort and garrison it ; afterwards to go on to Loston and
burn that city: then to ravage the coasts of the Rritish provinces to the
south ; and to wind vp his operations by going on tu the West Indies
* and capturing somo of the British sugar isliuds in the Gulf of Mexico.
Thoe plan of operations was communicated to the French authoritivs at
Quebee, who were instructed to seud to Nova Scotia o detachment of troops
to co-operato with the Duko in tho projected attack on Annapolis.  Accord-
ingly the Chovalier de Ramesay was sent from Quebec early in the apring,
80 as to reach this province by the time the French fleet should arrive in this
harbor, then known as Chebucto, which had heen assigned us the place of
rendezvous for the ships. Finding, on reaching Nova Scatia, that the flect
had not arrived, de Ramesay proceeded to Annapolie and invested the tort,
but, having no cannor, he was unable to institute a vogular siege. After
waiting some time, and sceing no proapeet of success, and receiving no
tidings of tho French fleet, ho rotived first 1o Minas, (now Horton), and
afterwards to Beavbassin, (now Fort Lawrence). On reachiug that place,
he found awaiting him there, ordors from the Governor of Canada, directing
him to repair at ouco with his men to Quobee  Accordingly he embarked
his force in soveral small vessels and crussed over to St. John, with a view of
procecding thenco to (uebec by the river  Before however he had made
much progress up the St. John, he was overtiken hy messengers from the
Duke D’Anville, who had on the 9th September arvived at Chebucto with
some three ships of his fleet, bringing orders to him to 1eturn to Nova Seotia
with the force under his command.  De Ramesay at once retvaced his steps
and appeared with his dotachment a second time hefore Annapolis, veady to
take part in an attack on that pluce.  After some delay ho learned that the
fleet had left Chehucto for Annapolis, but he waited in vain for its arrival
in the basin. After waiting some weeks he again withdrew his fosces, first
to Bll)inu, ~1d afterwards to Beaubassin, with a view to proceed thenco to
Quebec, :

We need uot narrate the series of misfortunes which befell the French
fleet from the time of ita despatch from La Rochelle till the de-
parture from our shores of a shattered remmant of it to retmin to Franee
We noed not speak of the dispersion of the ships by storm after storm on
the passage out, nor of the Joss of many of them by capturs or of others
by wreck. Nor need we tell of the frightful plague winch provailed on the
passage, and which carrield off over 12000 men betore reaching onr
shores, and which continued even after arrival here till it consigned
1100 more of thess unfortunates to graves on the shores of Bedford Basin,
Neither need wo dwell on the suicide of the Duke D)'Anville within six
days after his arrival in this harbor, nor of that of his successor. Admiral
D’Esourville, who reached here with three mora ships of the line ou the
afternoon of tho very day on which the Dunke D'Aunvillo died, and was s0
worried by the disastrous condition of affuirs that within two days from
that timo he ended his life by faliing on his sword ; nor on tho misfortune
which befell the Marquis de la Jonquiere, the third in commeaad, when, on
leaving Chebucto with the remnant of his expedition to proceed to Auna-
polis, he encountered another sterm off Cape Sable, which compelled him to
bear away for France. A more melancholy tale is not to bo fourd in his-
tory. 'We mention it now only to introduce the story we have to tell of a
gallant exploit performed by the detachment under Do Ramesay, which had
already appeared twice before Anunapolis, aud had twice retired to Beau-
bassin, without having done anything reflecting credit on the French arms.

Mascarenc, who was Lieut.-Governor of Nova Scotia, had an nneasy time
during tho summer of 1746. The appearance of a Frouch furce twice

before his fort. the rumors that reached him of the aims and intentions of |

the huge armament from France, the reports, received through the Acadinns,
of the arrival of French ships-of-war at Chebucto, and of their departure

some time ufterwards for Annapolis, kept him during the whole season in a

state of feverish excitainent. He ropresented the condition of Nova Scotia
to Governor Shirley, of Massachusetta, and solicited hig aid,  Shitley wus
senxible that the loxs of this Province would scriously jeopardize New Eng-
land, and did what he could to meot Mascarene's wishes, e succeeded in
mising & hody of 1000 volunteors to go to Nova Scotia with a view toover-
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awo the Acadiane at Minns, and to drive away the French from Deanlijy,
HOf this number, howover, only Hivy nct\mllf fonud thaeir way to the Py,
it.ee, and they were of the quota furnished by Massachieetts, Shipwiag
rond other disastera provented the volunteers of Rhode I<land aned Ney
Humpehire from taking any part in the enterpriee,  ‘The expedition w i g
in charge of Col. Arthiny Noble, who hnd geen some military serviee. \gl).
was a native of Enniskillen, in Ireland,  He had emigeated to Manne gy 0.
carly daya, and had obtaned a grant of 2 considerable tract of Land ey,
the mouth of the Kennobee, Thero ho had engiged in farming iy
trading, and had amagsed a considerable fortune.  He had built vy .
property one of those pulisaded forte common in the frontier villaz «
that day as a protection ngainst the savages.  Ho was popular in lus ney),
borlicod. I t715, when the expedition againat Lonisbourg was organti,
he hiat bern seleeted as Lieut.-Qol. of a regimoent raiced for that serviee gy
Lonishourg he had shown hoth ahility and courage.  He had Jed an atr o),
apon o powerful battery sinate on an istet at the month of Lowmd e,
harhor. e was repulsed, hut not till after o havd straggle, in whdo ),
lost 1R of hie men.  1lis conduet on this vecasion received the wap,
encominma of his commander-in-ehief.  After the surrender ho 1envam.;
with hix vegimont nt Lonisbourg till relieved in the following apring b 1es
ulars from Gibmltar,  He had been at howe only a fow monthe when 1,
was called upon to take eharge of the new expedition.

The 600 men from Massachusetts arrived in detachwents at N spolis
in the fall and early winter of 1747, ‘The path thence to Minas ran thiel,
hoga and swamps, which, on the arrival of tho first detachmont, were w.i;
nigh impassable.  Mazcarene, therefore, was anxious to forward the men t,

* Minaa by sea, and made several attompts to do so, but overy tinme tha 1,
Aransports got out of the Bacin of Aunapolis, they were met Ly <o
which drove them back ngain.  Soon, however, the ground became wyy
[with frost, and he despatehed a small body of troops by land, wh.
arrived at Mitms in November, and quartored themselves on the inhalata.
There still romained, howover, al Annapolis, some 100 wmen. Tl
wore put on hoard seme hired transports, together with cinnon and
tinne of war, and the frame of a bloek house, to be erected at Mina.
Another attempt was mado to proceed hy water.  ‘The ghips passed out ol th
Basin in safety, and directed their courso up the Bay ; but the scason b
now far advanced. ‘The Bay was full of tloating ice, which 1ushed ap i
down with the flow and ebb of the tide. Aa the ships approached ¢y
Split, the danger became greater.  Through the narrow gorge hetween that
point and the opposite shore, the waters.of the wile Bay below, and ol th,
broad Basin above, rush with frightful velocity, first one way, then e
ther, earrying on their bosom hugoe bodiea of ice. On approaching th.
point Noble felt that it was not right to rik the loas of his wen by taking
themn further in the ships.  He, accordingly, disembarked the whole fore.
and landed on the odge of the north mountain, some forty miles Lelun
Minas,  From that point he marched through the woods, in the divection
of Minas, his men earrying 14 days’ provisions on their backs .
crossed the mountain dugounnlly, through a dense forest, and in deep snua.
On tone eighth day, the puty emerged on the lovel ground near Grand I'n

In the meantime, the ships had proceeded on their voyuge and hal,
through great perids, arrived with their stores at Minas almost as soon as the
troops.  Mascareae had sent up an officer with the first dotachment ty
arrange for qunters,  Everything, therefore, was ready for the remunder
ot the force when it arrived,

The village of Grand Pré consisted of a string of nonser, shirting
the highway, and extending far in both directions from the chureh
centre.  Tho houses selected for guarters were Lwenty-four in number, not 1z
frotn the centra of the village, but extending on the tighway, ¢ distues,m
all, of well nigh n milo and a half. With one exception, they were small
wooden huts, such as those now to be seen in the occupation of the pourer
classes in Clare.  The exception was a stone house, of mther greater dumen.
sion, Imt still by no means what could be called a largo house.  This Cyl,
Noble subsequently mado his guard house.  On his arrival, he had huisted
the British flag on the church steeple, o procoeding which seoms to hive
given rome offence to the pious Acadians.

The weather coutinued to increaso in severity. ‘The ships had no
sooner veached the landing place on the Gaspereau, than they were caught
by the frost, and, in a single night, solidly embedded in ice.  Noble
thought that it was too late, when he arrived, to attempt the ciection
of his block-house then  He decided to put it off till the spring. He,
therefore, left the frame and material on board, as also the powder anl
other munitions of war, except o much as were required for immediate use

In a fow days tho mon had recovered from their futigues.  They werein
good health and spirits. Tho inhabitants had shown no hostile feelme
They had complied with the orders to furuish provisions, FEvervthung
scemed satixtuctory  The men were looking forward to a pleasaut winter.
Noble had originally intcuded, if sll the volunteers raired in New Englwd
had arrived, as expected, to proceed fo Beaubasein, and dislodge the French
from that place. On the 29th January, ho wroie to Mascarene to that
effeet, but added that he was informed such an expedition was impractica
{ bl at that season of the year, and he thought he had zood reason to heheve
his informution correct.

. During the winter months, capeciaily after the first of January, pas
j #age actoss the Basin of Minas by ship i3 impossible. A vessel caught
tho ico floes is helpless and hopeless. It is whirled up and down with the
tide, and in eitier crushed between masses of floating ice-cakes, or is seized
and impriconed in a ficld of icoe  The unhappy peoplo on board auch n vossel



