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The attitude of hostility towards tho Separnte Schoul systen
assumed by Mr. Meredith and his albies, illustrates the
strangely distorted notion which those who ‘hmk with him
have, of what constitutes ‘¢ equal rights.” Tho resuit of the
ubolition of vur Separute School system would be the collection
of au enforced tax frum Cathols for the suppurt of schools to
wlich they could not, m conscienco, send therr cliidron.
Not that Catholics are opposed to the pubhe schools, as such.
They simply claim the right to apply their own money to the
support of their own schools, founded for the education of
their own children. Not an unreasonable demand, surely ?
Yet our right to these schools is denied, and their oxistence
threatened. Whero does the “ equal rights® principle come
in?

The earnestuess of Catholics and the intensity of their cun-
victions i regard to the necessity of providing for themselves
schools in wlich the religious education of their children
will not be neglected, is $hown by what they have done and
are doing in the United States. In that country, after pay
ing their quota of taxes, as they are compelled tu do, to the
support of the public schools, they have crected, and now
maintain, nearly three thousaud two hundred and fifty Cath-
olic free schools, attended by about six hundred thousand

pupils. .

Toronto is fast guining for itself notoricty of a cortain
kind. An associated press despatch which hias lutely ade
the tour of the coutinent, aunnvunces that the nbald anu-
Catholic lecturer, Fulton, has written a Jetter duclining the
pastorate of the Imnianuel Baptist Clurch in this city, sud
that an effort will bo made fo organize a covgregation for
b in Toronto, in order that he may be induced to remain
here.  Following upon the hecls of the street rowdyism that
Intely disgraced this city, it is not surprising that, to the
outside world, the story camc as a crowning prouf of Lur-
outo’s finishel viciousness.  Naturally cuvugh some sarcastic
thinge are being said at our expunse. ** For the sahe of the
proprivties,”” sune of our contempuranes are saying that they
liope the efforts of the Torvuto Baptists to coax the anti-
Papal crusader here, will not be in vam. Theyadvisc lus be-
ing kopthete. Here, says one paper, will be foanda cungrega-
tion made to order for him, ** those who will not only Listen

with delight to his incitements against the encrorchments of
Rome, but act upon them with a vigor and bratality sufficiont
to satisfy the most bloodthirsty.”

The substance of tho angwers returned by the learned Jud-
ges of the Court of Chancory to the questions submitted to
thom by the Minister of Education regarding tho construction
to be put upon certain amendments to the Separate School
Acts, is that a Roman Cathiolic 13 not entit'ed to Exemption
from the Public School tax unless ho ** gives to the clerk of
the Municipality notice in writing that he is a Roman Cath-
olic and supportur of a Secparate School ™ in the locality,
Tho answer to each question snbmitted has to be read, more
or lens, in the light of the othor auswors, aud su read the effeet
of the Judges, decision is that. ¢ If the ussessor is satisfied
with the prima facie evidence of the statement made by or on
behalf of & ratepayer that he is a Roman Catholic, and there
upon (seeking and hearing further information) places such
putsoit uput the assessieut toll as o Separats Schivol dup-
purtor,” and the roll is rotarned in that forue and not appeal
cd against by cither the ratepaycr himself or any other rate.
payer, the assessment goes into effect as any other wrong
assessment does for that year, and for that year only.

The Mayorality contest this year in Toronto is being made
an addibionally merry one by reason of 1ts sotthng down to a
fight between two leading Orangemen whou are at luggerheads
with ono another, The prosent Mayor, Mr. Clarke, is opposed
by Mr. Johm McMillan, a leader among the Equal Rights
people, aud an Orangeman of the deeper dye. Mr. Mcillan,
so far as we can judge, is just now the prime favourite of the
more blackguardly element in the Orange Lodgos of this city,
which is greatly incensed against Mayor Clarke by reason
of that gentleman’s refusal to subnnt entirely to their dicta.
twn, ur to cuunteusuce, beyund a cettain puint, their raflian-
s, Wo say beyoud a cortain puint, because up to acertain
frant Mu)ul Clarks Las countenanced thew and has qnailed
before thous.  He is o man of goud abilitics, and, we believe,
of guud ttontions, but he is the creativn of s Orange Ludgus,
and they are hard and exacting masters. 'I'o a largo extont
the Lodges are now up in arms against Mr. Clarke. ‘There
are two teasuns fur this, vne that he las gofiained from
taking an active part in the Equal Righits agitation, the othor
that, as Mayor, he Las sct his face aguinst the stroct tundyism
of the younger Orangemor. We belivve that o particularly
dawniug charge against bim is that Le allowd polics pro
tection tv bu given tu the Archibishop of Turutto on his
atnival ws the aity. This disscutient and delectuble olument
bas its caudidate, however, s Mo McMillan, and the fight
is hikely to b o stiffone.  While neither Me. Clache nur Mr.
McMillan is quite the sort of man, to vur way of thiuking,
tu ropresent un itupurtant cly, yol we tuust fucugiilzy, We
suppose, that we live in au Orange centre, and that in these
days nambers win. If we must have an Orapge Mayor we
should prefer, iof possibly, the mure respectable one. And
Mr. Clarke, it 18 only fuir to say, 18 & much more re-
spretable man thau we liave auy roason tu eapect could come
to us from out the dominant organization.



