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Our zood steods snutr tho evenlingzalr,

Our pulses with thelr purpose tingle,
The foemant’s fires are twinkling thare |

Ilaelcaps u}»{h:-a:- our subres jingle'

nig
1alt each carbine sands 18 whizzing ball.
Notw, cling ! clung ! forwan? all,
1n10tho tight

Daslan bheneath the smoking donte:
Throwel level Hehitnings gallop nearer?
0Une ook to Heaven ! No thoughts of home:

Tho guldans thiat we bear are dearer,
Chargo
Cling*clanz ! forwand atl !
Ueaven help thoze whose horses fall:
Cus left and right?

They tlee before aur tloresr attack !

They fill L they spread 1n brotien suraes,
Naw, comgaes, bear ons wounded bacle,

Aud leave the fortnan o his dirges.

Vieel!
The huzlessannd the swift recall:
Cling® ciang ! backwani ali ¢
1lome, and zool night !
E0RCND CLANENCE STEDMAN.

The ahara gam 13 taken from William Culfen
Bryeants e Libmry of P'oetry atud Song,” and sent
tothe Jourual far the persial of thove who mav
nos Biave u ready access 1o tho volume tn which
found 12 ReGrLAz,
~U. & Army and Nary Journal,
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Heavy Artillery.

XMr. Haxduiy Tracy moved for thoe reanp-
pointment of the Urdnance Select Com
mittee. Inaupport of it he gavea long his
tory of the operations of the old committee,
and made various suggestions for its improva-
ment, among other things racommending
that two distinguished civilian Engineers
should bo added to it. It was not with a
view of rearganizing our goanery system
that bka adrocated the ro eatablishment of
the eelect Commitlee. O the conteary, ho
maintsived—giving numerous detasls and
particulam under each head—that our great
guns for tho navy and fortificalion wero
superio: to the guns of every foreign Poswer,
whether muzzle or breech-loading—in dura-
bility, rapidity, power, simplicity, and cheap
ness. Nevertlieless wo ought not to rest
content with our present positioa ; and it
was in onder that every opportunity might
ba tvken for improvement that ke wished
for tho reappoinimeat of the Select Com-
mittee. In the course of his remarks, the
hon gentleman said the lishility of stecl
gans to burst was shown in the unwilling-
ness to test them.  We tested our guns like
our hoilers by a large susplus chrge; but
Mr. Kropp had gever allowed his guos to
bo prosen in this way, and on the Continent
the guns were practiciily not proved at all,
He could nnt find any officer in our Nedi-
terrancan fleet 4o had ever seen 2 German
ship firn at target.  In Russia thoy would
not allow the largo guns to be prosed.
They were tested up o seven tons 10 the
square inch, while we proved them up to
L. =ty tong, and oceasionally even up to sixty

toas. Whatever Krupp might bave done, it.,Rounced unscrviceable” Thes 10-ach 18!
was not clear that ho bind succecded in mak. | on gun at G600 yards could pierece eleven -1

ing a gun that was sufficiently sound ; and
certanly in Ruasis, where 2 similar gun was
made, there was not confi-lence enough to
testit as wo tested our guns.
that we ought to andopt a breechloader
inatead of n muzzle loader, becruse it was
i:nportant 1o bava a rapii loading under
cover aud great rapndity of firing ; and in
spesking of this questinn he seferred only to
Lexvy guns. In Germang it was cansidered
suflicient to bo able 10 fire & vreechloader
once 1o three minutes, but we bad fired, on
toard the Resisfance, with an Sinch gun,
¢izht rounds in eight minutes and fourtecn
s>conds when the sbhip was rolling ten ¢

loleven times to n minute; on hoard the
NMinatour, with a 9 juch gun, eight rounds in
eight minutes and twenty-aix seconds ; on
hoard the Jron Dule, with a 9inch gun,
eight rounds in five minutes unid tweanty-
three sceconds, on b»rd the De~gstrlio
tacret-ship, when steaming round tho tar

get and rolling slightly, withithe 35-ton gun

cight rounds in fourtoen minutes «nid forty

eight seconils.  1u the erses of tho Ménolanr
and tho Jron Dule the targot was hit every
time ; and yet 12 was euid *het the guns
were muzzlo loaders, which had no rupidity
of fire. Ua land, from a cisemiato with a
33 ton guw, firing & distance of 200 yards

we had discharged threo rounds in six
minutes thirty seconds ; this was done in o
limited space, and, there'ore, with less rapi

dity than on board skip. Th-se figures
showed that for rapidity of firo our 1ovzzte-
loaders we. ¢ superior to breechla vlers ; and
Ite iad it ou good authority thas some o

our best Artilleriats deprecited breech-
loaders  becauss by Joypeded  fising.
Neithier did breechioulers suya l4boar, pars-
ticula.ly siuce # partner of Sir W. A1aystrong
i1d succesleld in aplying hydraulie parer
to loading in a way which seemyed likely to
revolutionize gunnery. The experiments
hiad been made fn harbour, and at sea in
thoe turret of tho Tlhunderer with the 35
tan gun. The wark :vas done with six menin
stead of twenty. The apparatus was very
simpla ; it was compptinle with the use of u
larger gun tuan a breechlowdern, and the
foading could be cffzcted i forty five
seconis—z e @ which cestninly laft noth-
ing to be desivel Thero niced be no
danger of a charge gning ofl through aship’s
Lottom even in n ship adipted o the
hydraulic syetem ; Lt in o ship constructed
for the syst2in it might ba wde practicaily
tmpossible. The reduction of th» nuasher
of m-n requicad in = turret would enablie us
to diminish the nmount of arminar plating
With regind 10 pawer 0! codurance, bLie
found from returns which hind Besn pre-
seuted that our 33-ton gun nt 3K yands
would pierce furicen inches iron, cighteen
inches hacking, aud 13 inches skin of every
ship aflaat.  Qaly six in use bad fired )

rounds. Then 368 7-inch fil.ton guns had
Ered over 1000 rouncle, aae 2312 romds ;, ans1
of theso had been j rovisionally crndemnod !
and oue required a new tubo after 13700
tounds. Thaso guns would picree six an |

iron and twelve inches backmz. They hel
not hoan largely employad, »nund none were |
unservicoable.  The 9inch 12} gon guul

backing, and 1}in h skin, at 200 yanls,
aad it would pirrce overy llussian ship ex
cept the Peler the Great aud the "Keeulzer
At 60 yands it would pierce evary Freach,
‘Gc:m:n. and Italian skip 111 of thossi

guns had fired over 100 roands, rwelve an‘

average of S1S rounds, and none were pro

clics iraa, twelve inches bicking, and I3
inchiakin, and would pierce avery foreigu:
alip except the I'er the Grer! and the-

It was srid | Areutzer and the Jaifel (Datch). also our!

Hercules. Foutteesn o1 these had fired over’
100 rounds, one 693 rountds, anc 189 rounds, -
aud t#0 required retubing after 334 and 324
rounds respectively ; tke rest were nil servi-
sceable. Tue25-10n gun, 1li-uch, coullat 500
s yards pierco twelve fnches iron, cighteen
yinchies backing, and 13inch skia, 20l cnuld
’picrco every ironciad stioat except the Leler
{8he Greal eand the Kranzer and our own
i Thunderer, Devastation, Glalton and Fury.
Eight of thosc gans had fired 100to 485

—aa

rounds, and one required n new inner tuhe,
A comparison betwen the German and Eng:
fish guns showed that tho latter possessed
graxtar peactlration with fess powae. With
reapect to cost, the 12anch 35-ton gun made
ut Woolwich €031£2156. winle the Kreupp or
Germran gunt cost £7400. “T'he 1lauch 25-
ton gun st Woolwich cost £1539, and the
Krupg., £3370. The 91mch [2:ton gun at
Woolwich cost £1030. and the Krupp. £3120.
Taking the coat of the German guns us
only one half more.the four mithious sterling
spent on our armaments would at tha Ger-
man rate hiwwe amounted to six aulltons.
Ovur guns wero thoroughly eatisfactory, but
Le by nom>ms thayzht they would he juss
tified in limiting their oxperiments to tho
present state of things., ‘I'bey ought to
carty thera out more rigidly, and to look
very carefully into every queation wlich
arase i cnuection with that subject. 110
hinped the House woulid agreo to his motion,
which would Le an imwmense boon to the
Governnent, woull etfect a great saving of
ezpense, unid also to provida a sdtisfuctory
tritunal for iaventions. Carzaiy  Price,
however, tnok a very ditlerent view, aud
entered into au elsborate condemuation of
the Wodlwich system of mifling.  The comds-
tion of cur haavy ordnauce, ho conteaded,
was such as todemand the serians considera-
tion of the Government. The country
could notaffond to despise the opinion an.d
the exainple of foreign countries. it must
nnt be forgotien tiat steel guns and armouar
plating wero first adopted by the French,
and that we had {cliow«l the exampie of
tho Prussians in =dopting breechloding
samilarms.  Capiein Simpson, of the Cnirerd
S:ates Nawy, whio had been at the bead of
the Amierican Commussion apaointed 10 m-
quire juto 1o merits of tho dilferent systems
of artitlery adoated :n Europa, stated in his
repotd that our Woolwich wuns were safe,
bhut were =hort lived.  In 1865 tho Ondnance
Kalect Commitica carried outa seres of ex-
hau-L:ve experiments m order 10 ascerdsn
the respeciive merits of tho Woolwich, the
Seott, the Lovester, rnd of another guu.
Tho repert =1 the Commuttve oo R:fl-d Guns
stated that the Wonlwich guns or guas nfled
onu the French system hnd a lower velocity
than the Lzacaster or Scottguu—the Jifler
ocuce between 600N, per second =s com
pared with 1520 prr seconl—1tho real oif
ferenee in peuciraling vower being as the

——— -

clies iron, und twelve inchies hacking.  Thel weight of the sliot muitiplied 1nto tho #pace
$ inch 9-ton gun would pierco scven inchies? of Wi velozity, which would mako the witter-

ence vory great andeed.  With respect to
accuracy. the expeniments were stightly in
fivour of the Wogimich gun. Withs respect

would pierce nine inchivs tron, tvelvainchiers! 10 naval guns, ticir hest guahity was not ex-

tént of range.  Accarding to Admiral Key,
ths Lest quslity of a3 aaral gun ws endu-
=uce. the uext was peactrating power, tus
noxt abiiity 0 uge a pawerful sacll, tns
uext simplicity ; then {folloved accuracy ot
range unider 133, and the lastol alh ws
extent of ange. [f thx® wero so there was a
great Aiff reaze betweea tho gun roquiret
tor the naval aut for s Iand services. Ua
the conmmaties of wmch ho spoke, of cight
ollicers, but ono was connvcted with tke
navy ; whethar that officer sgread wuth s
colleagues fio had no weans of kuoaiag;
but bic knew, that tke Admimalty of the uxy
rejected the system, aad that sincoe that
timme the Tanch gun lisd bren coustracted
an the untform twist. Lho bt of the
Woolwich gun t:ad been varously stated in
that tcuscas being trom 230 to 245 rounds.
Ho watid Lo glad to tako 1t as the Lighest
figure, bot could notdo so, as this reporis
buforo the Hauseshowed that no experimeas
tricd wouid wars .t lsmindoingso. Under
the Head of *czdutance” they hind “no



