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THE TEETH OF THE BRITISII LION.

———

Mr. E. J. Reed deserves woll of his coun -| tion; and care was subsequently taken to
try for his single handed contost, in the| hile from the profession the knowledge of

Times, with those who havo oxttacted the

Rritish lion's taeth, as wo voutare te da-

signate the porforating guna whial Euglish
ships of war ought to carry. In theloug

correspondencs in the Zimes,nominally apun

the compartive armaments of tho unarmor
ed frigatas Raleigh and Tuconstaial, privsip
les are involved, whic.. wro eyuaily applic
ahle to vessels armored with dilterent thick
nessecs of iton plating. Mr. Reed is of opin

ion that the gross woight of urdnance which N . . J ;
; hence silence, ospecially ivhen opinions diffor

s ship will carry had better be concantiated

amongst guns large enougsh to perfornte the
wells of focs, rather than distributed in a

Iarger number of smaller weapous capble
of porforating her own sides but ineapable
of entering possible hostile ones, The armi.
ment of the whole British fleet in, on the
contrary, conceived on the principle that
the weapons with which individual sbhips are
armed shall not perforate any walls thick.
er than those of tho vessel carrying them
A British Bellerophon must run away from
an-Italina Hercules, a British He cules must
run away from a4 Rassian Peler the Great, a
wooden Raleigh must run away from a Jap-
anes 4}inch plate Scorpion, und so on, be-
cause the Brilish lion's testh will not bite.
Mr. Reed thinks that British naval history
is worth a few inches of armour—the exnct
number of inches depending upon tha.¢)lor
of the hostile flag. And he thinks-that the
British seamen ought not to stap to inquire
too closely into the exact number 0. inches
of plate on the sides of, e. «., the hostile
Slc:xith Amerioan orSoutlern European iron.
o *

As agrinst Mr. Reed’s thaoory, we under-
stand that a British ciptain, before entering
on a sea fight, is to emulate tho message of
Sir Philip Brokoe, though not its spirit, and
to politely ask the foe to inform huu if his
ship hié armored ornot? and. if so, what is
the exact thickness of the plating? And
should the contest appear scionubically un
squnl, the British Captain is to sy to the
foe, #Will ycu: oblige me by slackening
speed for forly eight hours, as my boilers
are out of repair, and with Baxter's mixture
the stokers cannot keep steam enocagh for
getling away ; and my guns arenot mtended
for walls like yours?”

‘Thé tipholdars-of this theory do not come
‘into court with clean hasds, but form *“a
gunnery ring "the peraonal réputation of
each 6f'whom is concerned inthe lioh hav-
ing no teeth. &ir Leopold ‘Heath is one of
those primarily responsible for our having:
¢ the'Jowest velocity,'” and therefore weak
eat hitting guns, in thé civilized world; and,
if we miatake not, it is his name which is
appended 'to the mathematical absurdity
that if a-shot havo o fixed sngle of rifling,.

and"the’gin &n ever changing one, the exit|

of the proj<ctileis best éffebied by a bearing
“upoun two puints.” )
naturally interested in. tho:waalk hitting 64.
-pounder gun of his.own. devising,which ho
,parentally thinks the panacea.for ull ills.
"Sir ‘Crawford Caffin was & War Ollico
-offioixl whén -tho &xpensive blunder
»of 1865 was -perpetrated which lus
given us .thé weak ‘hitting, smnll shell
Powergand least enduring heavy-ordnance
4d Burog; ‘Thie nudatity of ‘the witneases
in cluimini tho tonsent of the naval profes.
.8idn to the loss'of tighting power is marvel.
Jour, ‘Wheny & few yearsago,a naval-ofticer

exposed the ‘*nursing!’of the * Woolwich |-

Infant,*no reply was given; .but the ofif-
cjals-determined on' better *‘nursing” so

Sir'Wm, Palliser is|

that tho “Infant” -should have no more
strong food, and, therofore, no moro indiges

all further ** accidants.” When, last year,
anothor able younyg ofllcer offered toread a
papor on * Naval Aunwmonid” to the Royal
Unite 1 Sarvico Tastitutim, the then Direo -
tu . f Nwal Ocdnuice, the Naval Secrotary
ty tha A lmiralty, 241 a naval lord, mot in
counsil at \Whitehall and recommonded the
Admiralty U forbid bis Joing so  The whole
professional piospects of naval officors liable
to service depend upon their being suppos-
ed to have no minds of their own,

from Adwmiralty officials, is essential to ad

vancemont. laving thus muzzled the | ro-
fession, this "' gunnery ring’” have the arma

ment of tho British flest sntirely to them-
selves, anl then havo the audacity to say
that their brethren wish their shipsso woap:
oned that no choice shall Le left, but to run.
away from foes whom, with hard hitting
guns, they could easily pound into subwmis-
sicn.

This, * gunnery ring” gives us, for heavy
guns, weapons with excceding little shell
poaer, and then Sic Willin  Ralliser steps
10, with his “light" gun of 3} tons as the
remedy. Why not supply these heavy ordn-
ance irith adequante shell power? Becruse
the rotating power of the abaurdly short
benring rifling will not admit of long shells
being employed. No sane mechanical
engineer would dream of using the same ex
tent of bearing surfuce in each groove for a
shell of 100lb. weight, and for ono of 7001b..
weight; for a shell of 12inches long, and
for ono of 36 inches long. Luis insane ar-
rangement limits the application of rotating
power to that which these short bearings
will « tand, and it is evident that, ns the pro.’
Jectile increases in weight, proportionate
length canot be givon to it, Moreover, the
rifling ngenctes ure 8o cantrived 18 to weak-
en the walls, which require internal thicken
Ing to resist compression. [lence follow:
flimsy shell with small burs:ing charges, and
Sir William Palliser's panacea, *taka'my
weak litting light 64 pounier.” T!en cer-
tain mathematical snldiers tell these sailors,
and thivy are foollish enough to beliovo it,
that ten bureting charges of Tllb. each, ex-
ploding indepenidently, are quite as destruc
tive us one bursting chargoe of 70ib,

‘The folloming table showes what the shell!
power of certain guns was originally, and.
what, for lack of rotating force, they have
been reduced to: .

It will thus be saen that the 12 inch shel)
of tho boasted 35.ton guu contains T4lb, less
butsting charge than the similar shell lor
the 25 ton gun, before its ** wnbbling' in the
bore and_“ dancing in tho air led 1o ﬁ.e betoy
discarded. And of the 10 insli shell s
should be observed that the Royil [100rs
tory superintendent bimself considers 14 ua -
safo with the so colled ** battering™' chiryes
aven after thiokening its walls aund takin
out 41lb. of powder, and strongly l\leiu‘j
ten more pounds boing taken out of it and
tho fimsy walls further strengthoned.

As to tho hitting power of * tho mut
magniticent guns in the world," it tuy Le
remarked that the true standard of cum,
parison is the weight of the gun, aul tha
work which can bs got, out of a wespon of
that weight. [lere, again, wo find that B.i-
tish ships ave obliged to cairy orannco of
greater weight than other nations, in order
to strike equal blows, but such is the eyer
increasing loss of endurance that the ** ga-
nery ring,!” conscious of this woakneas, de-
ory the employment of ** Iufants™ nfl>it—
not, however, alleging this, tho true, ciuse,
‘The following table, tiken from Co.on:l
Reilly's report aud other officiul sourcos,
speaks for itself :

Penotratiug figave, pse
iuch of shot's circuwu-

Gun sand Country Jerence,
At 2000 yds
At mugzla.  range.
Foot tons, TFoot-tous.
35 tons,English. ..., 220 * 158
34} tons, French...... 230 ¢ 168
36 tous, German ..... 232 179
Do, (according to Herr '
Krupp).eeee.. 280 \ 215
40 tous, Italian....... 258 198
22 tons, French...... 185 128
25 tons, English ..... 187 132
27 tous, German..... 200 132
15 tous, Italian ..... 163 146
18 tons, English..... 166 10
22 tons, German...... 170 114
Do. (according to Herr
Krupp) ceeea. 192 138 .

Whether the lion is to have his hide lﬁicl:-
ened or not, let hun have his teeth, No
one oan foresee where, or under what condi
tions, British ships may be compelled: to
fight. Give our satlors the puwer of hitting
hard whoever attacks, even though the fve
be one aguninst. whom they would not wiiling.
ly assume the of*2nsive. People who want
to run away must have legs, snd we,cannot
always insure exch individual ship will'have
the best boilersand’ the Qest coal ut every
moment of her existente ; moreover, it is an
.uncommonly’ bnd notion o put into even
British seamen's heads that running.is-to
result from a-nice balancing of inanimates
forcen. As Bluke taught-the seamen,of his
day to contemn stone walls, so-must the
Blakes of the fature hold iron walls cheap
when these have not -Anglo-Saxon blood
for backing. But-that they.may.do.sg,:it is
essential that they should be provided ;with
hard hitting, destructive:shell-power,:and
long enduriug ‘ordnance—in short,.that the
Britisli 2ioa should have his-teeths, .-

All the powers having accepted theinvita.
tion to the International Code.Counlerencs,
Russia has issued a ciroular asking them to
present their recommendations for the time
of mdeting bioo

During a futious etorm: to:day the 2lst,
‘the hightning-struck tlie powder magazine
in Soutari and caused ‘and‘caused:a terriblo
‘exploaion ; & poition: of.ithe city: vallsiwas
overthrown, many'houses ‘wete demolished
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:and 200 persons killed'and wouunded,
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