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tho too flattering manner in which you have
spoken of them. lowever much a just
knowledgo of my own merits might tempt
me todoprecato your praise, or disown the
merit which you attiibute tu my conduct, 1
cannot fail to be profoundly gratified at the
kindness which has prompted this presenta-
tion I onlydid my duty as hundreds of
others dud theirs, as hundreds of thousands
of Canadians would have done it, if the hap

py chance which fell to my lot had been
afforded to them; and [ accept this gift
from my Ottawa friends as I accept the do-
coration which his Excellency tho Governor
General was so good as to recommend and
our most Gracious Majesty was pleased to
confer on me, not as won by me, but by the
oflicers and men wlhom I was so fortunate as
to command, together with the farmers of
the county which I then represented, and
who formed more than a third of my force.
As their representative, and on their behalf
I venture to receive both.

If wo did our duty zealously wo had every
incentive to do it. Allwere defending thenr
homes—many, myself among the number,
their birthplaces, their families, and the
graves of their kindred from polution. We
had seen our fair fronticr ravaged onco be-
foro by a portion of this same horde of cut
throats. We resolved, if permitted—and
the government and military authorities
acquiesced in that coursc—to mecet them
next time at the very boundary line. Success
thero secured immunity for all the country
behind us, as well as for our own homes.
Providence vouchsafed us victory.

For myself, 1 feel that no feat of arms was
ever moro generously appreciatad, or more
amply rewarded. Tho safety of my Lome,
the approval of my own immediate chief,
(Col. Smith, to whose wise plans and advice
so much was due), the thanks and congra-
tulations of the gallant General in command
of the troops, and of lis Royal Highness
Prince Arthur, who had become our com-
radein arms, weie more than enough to re
pay me for all that 1 had done. That is
Excelleacy and the General who could best
judge my werk, should have recommended
mo for decoravion, and IHer Majesty should
have deigned tu confer it; tuat my new {
neighbours in Ottawa—among whom Iam
glad to reckon old friends—should so mark
their good will and that Her Majesty’s re-
presentative should deign to groes the oe-
casion with his presence and approvat,
makes my rewards profusc which were
ample before.

I am glad you appreciate as I do the spirit
which has prompted the Imperial Govern-
ment in its kindness towards myselfand my
brother ofticers. The loyalty of Canadians
needed nostimulant; but these and other
like acts, and the recent utterance of the
public men of the mother country may serve
to dispel some doubts and relieve some
anxicties. I accept tho beautiful sword you
offer me, as a gift from loyal men, and I will
tako care that if ever it is used in battle, it
shall be for tho deferto of the British crown
and ghe integrity of the British Empire, for
which we all fervently pray.

After the reply, His Worship the Mayor
hand the sword to Ilis Excetlency, who, in
presenting it to the gallant Colonel, spoke
as follows:

His Excellency stated that he took part |
in the proceedings of the day at theinstance
and request of the subscribers to the testi-
monial, who might with all propriety bo
considered as representing tho general feel-

ing of the country. 1o had pleasuro m
being the medium of conveymg their gift to
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its meritorious recipient, as ho had the ploa-
sure ten days ago, at Montreal, in being the
nmedium of convoying marks of tho Royal
favor to four gallant oflicers, of whom Col.
Chamboerlin was one.  His follow country-
wen present this Sword of ITonor to Colonel
Chamterlin in token of respect and admira-
tion for the high qualities he displayed, und
the good fortune which attended him on a
duy which would remain memorabls in the
annals of the Demtinion of Canada, for in i!.1
were crushed, and, it may be hoped. crush-
cd for ever, tho wild hopes and wicked do-
signs of tho hordes of what Col. Chamber
lin has properly called cut tiwroats, who had
60 loag threatened invasion and Lkept tho
country in suspense. ‘They had certainly
made formidable preparations, collected
largo stores of ammunition, provisions and
uniformns, as well as cannon, and over
twenty thousand rifles. Numbers of delud-
ed persons were ready to tako part with
them, aid on the move, in consequence of
repor*s circulated as to their strength and
the certainty of their march to easy victory.
Any success, however small or transient,
their establishing themselves on Canadian
soil for any short time, would have brought
m%lltiludes to their aid, and probably caus-
ed much bloodshed and led to serious com-
plications. All these prospects of ovif were
dissipated by the promptitude with which
the militia and Volunteers flew to arms, the
skill with which they were handled, and the
steadiness which they displayed under firo
They showed themselves cqual to the oc-
casion, and more than a match for their
assailants, who havo had a lesson as to tho
stout resistance that awaits them. They
have found o Lion in their ill-chosen path
and have probably prudently relinquished
their vain imaginationsas to the conquest of
Canada. Therepulse of the piraticat bands,
and the spirit shown by our Militia Volun-
teers, and their proved ability to defend the
country against any similar attempts, have
produced a general feeling and assurance of
security, which tinds its natural expression
in such a testimonial as that now offered to
Col. Chamberlin. .

" His Excellencv then handed the sword to
the gallant Col * L with theso words -—

¢ Colonel Chamberlin, T have, on behalf
of the subscribers, much pleasure in pre-
senting you with this sword. May you live
many years to look upon it with rejoicing
and eventually hand it down as an heirloom
and animating record to your descendents,
May you.enjoy your tropby in health and
comfort. 1Yo all breathe the wish very ear
nestly as the best possiblo for you and tho
country—Inay you never have occasion to
draw it in civil strife or against foreign ene-
mies.””

His Excellency then <hook hards with the
Colonel and retired. .

The sword is a most beautiful and service
able weapon, reflecting great credit upon its
nmaker, Wilkinson, of London. Asitlay ex-
posed to view on the Clerk of the Senate’s
table, it was greatly admired by all thoso

present.

-

After the cercmony was over Colonel
Chamberlin entertained the Chairman and
members of tho Presentation Committee
and a few other friends to an tmpromiu
champague lunch at the Rideau Club,

After the toast of the “ Queen” had been
duly honored, Coloncl Chamberlin propos-
cd the * Presentation Committee,” and in
doing so expressed his sense ol the services
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of every member of it.
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Tho Mayor replied, aund in respouse to
vopeatod calls, also Messys. (iibb and Mor
gan. '

Several other toasts wero drunk including
the ** Ileroes of the \War ot 1512 and
¢ Mrs, Chamberlin.'”

The latter, proposed by the Mayor, which
was as o matterof’ course receivod with threo
times threo. Mr. R. 8. M. Bouchetto madoa
very felicitous speech in alluding to the fact
thataftorthe warof 1512, asword of honorwas
subscribed forby theinhabitants of Quobec
and presented to Lieut. Rolette, an officer of
thoe Provincial Navy, who achieved a bril-
liant victory over the enemy on tho upper
lake. 'Tho sword roferred to is now inthe
possession of the Honorable the Minister of
Militia and Defence.

The last toast proposed was ¢ Col. Cham
berlin—long lifo to him."

‘Tho gallant Colonel in replying tool little
merit to himself for the success of the en.
gagementat Eccles' Hill, which he said was
due to the energy. pluck and endurance of
the bravo fellows whowmnn he had the high
honor to command on that occasion. A very
pleasant gathering was brought to a closeat
six o'cloct.

Wk notice that several of our contempor-:
aries havo alluded to rumoured contemplat-
ed changes in tho Militia system of the
country, but on what grounds they base
their suppositions for tiiese changes we are
not informex Wo are not aware that tho
Militia Authorities nuvc given any intima-
tion of the changes spoken of by our con-
temporaries. No doubt some change is de-
sirable, and we agree with the proposition
that if the corps of active Militia wero ro
quired to perform 16 days drill in camp, the
result would be most beneficial and would
be worth very much more than the cost of
rations and pay that would be required. It
is & question as to how far the individual
pursuits of tho country can be interfered
with, as well as a question of direct addi
tional expenditure, it will be well therefore
to have the matter fairly considered. The
additional cost of rationing 40,000 men in
camp would amount, at say 20 cents per
man, perday, for 16 days, to $123,000. The
proposition to give officers the pay of their
rankis a fair one, Tho present system of
drill in brigade camps has worked well, but
as the corps are scattered itis & question as
to whether, for another year at least, it
would be wise to attempt the concentration
of a greater number of men in camp than
can be brought together without undue sac-
rifico on the part of tho men. As tothe
adoption of the Prussian military system in
Canada, which is based on the assumption
that every man capable of bearing arms
should do so, is unsuitable to this country;
and s6 long as tho country voluntarily sup-
ply the required number of men (30,000)
nccessary to mcet the requircments of the
Militia Iaw, the draft ought not to be resort-
It is not to be supposed that the
present men composmg our Volunteer force
will always remain in the ranks, they will
retire and others will be found ready and
willing to tako their place - and thus in the




