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THE PRIVATE OF THY BUFFS.
+(* Some Silkins, and private of ‘the Bufs,
having remained ;I')ehlnd‘ with the grog cors,
fell tdto the bands of the Chinese. On the
next'mph\in(f they were brought tefore the au-
thorities, and summoned tq petform the kotou.
‘The Silkins obeyed ; but Moyse, the English
soldier deelaring that he would not prostrate
bimself beforv nny Chinaman alive, was ‘im-
medintely knookdd apon the head, and his body
thrown on a dunghill.”}
Lase might, among his fellow roughs,
He jested, quafied, and swore,
A dranken private of the buffs,
Who never-looked before ;
To-day, bencath the foeman’s frown,
He stands in Elgin's place, '
Ambaspador from Britain's Crown,
And type of all her race.

Poor, reckless, rude, low-born, untaught,
Bewildered, aud alone,

A’ heart, with English intinct fraught,

o Heyctcan call his own,

Ay, tear his body limb from limb,
Bring cord, or axe,.or flame ;

e only knows, teat not through himn
Shall England come to shame,

Far Kentish hop-ficlds round him scemed,
Like drean:s, to come and go ;

Brightleagues of cherry-blossoms gleamed
One sheet of living smow

‘The smoke, above his father's door,
In grey soft addyings hung ;

Must ke then watch it rise no more ;
Doomed by himself, so young ?

YVes, honor calls —with strength like steel
o put the vigion by,

Let dusky Indians whine and kneel

And thus, with eyes that would not shdpk ;
With kuee to man unbent,

Unfaltering on its dreadful bripk,
To his red grave lic. went. .

Vuio, mightiest fleots, of ironed framed :
Vain, those all-shattering guns ;

Unless proud England kecps untamed ;
The strong heart of her sons.

. THE KINDLING OF THE
BEACOXNS IN JANUARY 1804,

Ix January 1804, the First Consul, Napol-
oon, had made all ncedful preparations for
an invasion of England. ¥undreds of ves-
sels were gathered in the ports of Normaudy
and of Holland, to serve as transports. A
gallant and abupdant army lay encamped at
Boulogune, ready at any moment toembark.
On the other hana, the English people had
como forwand in vast mulfitudes as volun.
teers to defend their country. Every county
had its mounted yeomanry corps, and every
town its band of fencibles. One and all
seemed animated by a spirit of active hero-
ism, and a resolution to die in the last ditch,
rather than surrender to o foreign enemy.

There is always something ludicrous in
volunteer military sorvice, till it has been
put to the proof. The questionalways arises
—Will these amateur soldiers veally show
themselves, in the hour of danger, as pos-
sassed of the right stufl'?  Although there
is no proper reason for thisintirmity of faith,
since history tells many tales of hearths
zealously defended by their owners, yet the
question will_srise.  Fortunately ior our
country, apd for humanity, the volunteer
spirit ¢f 1804 was never put to trial, Bona-
gnrte having finally given up his design.

ut yot wo Werg not left without some
means of judging how the volunteers would
have behaved in the event of u landing of
the French, fora false alarmm Srought out
the troops of a large district, and that with
a degree of tg:‘ompu'tudo and apparent zeal
that left nothing to be desired.

All along the coasts, beacons had been
prepared to givo the alarm, in the event of
any appearance of a descent in their neigh-
borhood. These communicated with other
beacons in the interior, so that in 2 very
short time the wholo of a large province
might have been roused, There was 8 daily
exsectau'on of seeing these fires kindled ;
and mon!s minds had been wrought up to a
pitch of nervous apprehensiveness on the
subject. It wasatthis juncture, on the even-
ing of the 31st of January, that the man at.
tending the beacon at Hume Castle in Ber-
wickshire, saw what he thought a kindlea
beacon on one of the hills of Northumber-
land. What he really did sce, wis nover

So, let his name through Europ’&“ring—
A mean of mean estate,

Who died, as firm as Sparta’s King,
Because his soul was groat.

emaece

thoroughly ascertain Thoecommon story
afterwards circulated was, that a family
across the Border was signnlising their entry
upon & new house, by the festivity called a
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housa-heating, and the blaze of lights in the
windowsattected the Ifume Castle watchman
as o kindled beacon. le immedintely kin
dled hisown fire, and thoe signal was repeated
all along the valleys of the Bomler. Had
the example been followed at St. Abbs
Head, fothian would huve instantly recerved
the alarm, and it would have been com-
municated all over Scotland. Iiut the watch.
man at that place rightly considered that
the alarwg of an invaded coust should not
have come from the intetior of the country.
and he accordingly abstained from firing his
beacon. As it was, the whole of the valley
of the Tweed was roused. and that most et-
fectually.

‘The alacrity of the muster at the appoint-
ed places was surprising.  Within two hous
ot tho kindling of the fire at Hume Castle,
the Roxburghshire yeomanry fillec’ the mar-
ket-place of Kelso. At an early hour next
morning, the Dunse volunteers were on the
march to Haddington, and the Folkirkshiie
yeomanry and volunteers on the march for
Dalkeith. The Berwickshive ycomunry were
not less prompt in their movement upon
Dunbar, Meu rose fromsick-beds, and rode
to the rendezvous through all the inconveni.
ences of Lad weather and foul ways. A
young man, with a wounded hand in a very
painful state, stopped on duty for twa days
at Jedburgh without Hinching. Many who
had not been proviously enrolled, shouldered
their muskets, and accompanicd thewr
friiends. Baggage and provisions were brought
forward with nearly equal promptitude, Yo
borrow some interesting recollections of Sne
Walter Scott : ¢ The men of Liddesdale, the
most remote point to the westward which
tho alarm reached, wero »0 much siraid of
being late in the ficld, that they put in ve-
quisition all the horses they could find; and
when they had thus mede a foreed murch
out of their own county, they turned their
borrowed steeds loose to find their way back
through the bills, and they all got back safe
to their own stables, Another remarkable
circumstance was, the general cry of the in-
habitants of the smaller towns for arms, that
they niight go along with their companions.
The Selkirkshire yeomanry made s remark
sble mwarch ; for although some of the in
dividuals lived at twenty and thirty miles’
distance from the place where they muster
ed, they were nevertheless embodied and 11
order in so short a period, that they wero at
Dalkeith, which wag their alarm-post. abbut
one o'clock on the day succeeding thio first
signal, with men and horses in good order,
tbougix the roads were 1 & bad state, and
many of the troopers must have ridden forty
or fifty miles without drawing bridle. Two

raembers of the corps chanced to be abseyt



