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aged his work aroso among them ; or hoathen vices sprang up and
corrupted tho purity and destroyed the good name of the church.
But the church sa Pmbipp was singularly frco from theso disturbing
influonces.  Doubitless this fact had much to do with the warm
affoction with which tho Pilippians reciproceated the Apostle's
love. ‘I'tus was shown 1 tho most practical and eflicient manner,
by their repcated and unsohimted contributions to his personal
comfort. Ayamn and ugain thoir love had prumpted them to teatify
i this way their gratitndo aml devotion,
THY LLTTKR TO THE PHILIPEIANS,

T'he nows of 'aul’s imprisonment in Rome had reached Phthpp,
probably through somoe ono of the wany Christians who were con.
stantly travelling botween tho capital und tho provinces. ‘Thoy
learned that bo had appealed to Casar, and, like himsclf, expected
no doubt » apeedy trinl aud rofense. Henco thoy may not have
thought it necessary to send immedinte assistanco to him, But
when thoy learned of the long nud wearisome deluys of the law
their love could forbear no longer. By the haud of Epaphroditus,
ono of their own most trusted and beloved moubers, they sent n
gonorous contribution for the supply of the inprironed Apostle's
tomporal needs  His heart overtlowed with terder gratitude, which
fouad expression in a lottor sent back to the church by the hand of
ticir messenger.  1a this lotter lio points out witheut restramnt hig
appreciation of their bounty, his personal love for them, and his
profound  ny over thewr stability in the Christian fauh, and ther
exemplification of Christian virtues. Ho knows that he can nevel
repay their kinduess, but Lo feels assured that the God whom he
served, who hail e0 nbundautly supplied all bis own nceds would
likewise supply every necd of theirs. ‘The corrections of falso
doctrines, the rebukes of heathen vices, or the defense of himself
and his apostleship, which 611 so lurge a space in many of his other
Lpnsiles, are conspicuous by their absence here. Not a word of
dirquictude dims the sereno confidenco and joy whick Paul experi.
eacos as ho thinks of those converts who will constitute his *“ crown ”
in tho day of Christs appearing.

CHRIST'S JIUMILIATION AXD EXALTATION,

The most remarkablo passago in the Epistle to the Philippiaus,
if not o the writings of P'aul, 18 thut in which ho gives his concep
t1on of the relation of Chriat to the work of redomption. As uuuai
1t occurs incidentally, and for thie purposo of enforcing an oxhorta ,
two. A tnfhing difference of opinion had arisen among somo of the
members of the church. I pleading for a spirit of entire unity Paul
urged them to cultivate that spicit of humility and unselfishness
which was pre-eminently exhibited by the Lord Jesus, who should
in all things be the behiever's Pattern,  This led him to speak in
dotail of that act of stupendous sclf-ubascinent which was revealed
in the incarnation of the Son of God. The langusge in which Paul
describes the pro.existent glory of Christ is remarkably forciblo and
suggestive. He describes tam as existing ““in the form of God."
Tho word ymplica that beforo the Son of God came into this world
az Jesus of Nasareth, He posscssed cssentially the same modo of
eXistenco as that pusscssed by God. That 1a to say, whatever might
bio predicted of the disine mude of being could also be aflirmed of
Christ in His heavenly glory. Thia thought is still more forcibly
brought out 1n the statement that antecedent to His incarnation
Chriat did not regard perfect and absolute equality with God as »
Prize to be coveted or grasped after, as men soize «omo ¢ traordinary
earthiy rank or dignity, because this perfect equality wasaomething
which the Son of God had possessed from oternity. It is substan.
tinlly the same doctrine as that contained in the opening verses of
the Fourth Gospel. but, sinco 1t was written acine thirty years
belore $tus Goaprl, it 1s neculiarly intereating from the fact that it
reveals how quickly the church had apprehended this profound truth
¢concerning the person of Christ.

Of tlus glory the divine Sen ** empticd ™ Himsclf in assuming
humaoty n tho ** form  of a servaut  Hero again wo find the
samo word used to deacnibe tho casentinl deity of Christ. As Ho
was truly God 80 Ho beeamo truly man, combining i Himself tho
twefold nature of God and man, qualiticd to uuderstand both and
th enter into fullest sympathy with them.  Thisalso He was coabled
to transact for buth, becomung thereby o perfect Mediator between
God aud man.  Ou the one haud He could enter fully into tiod’s
thought concerning ain aud mnners, and on the other, though Hun-
self unconguored by temptation, 1uto sympathy with thase who had
fallen beneath its pawer, and wero helpless to lift themselves in o
purity and nighteousneas,

L hoincarnation was, huwever only tho first step in tho hunmilia-
tion of the Son of Gud. Tie next involved His abedienco unto the
death on the cross. o sacrificial death which He endured not for
Himaelf, but that He might thereby open a new and living way for
the roturn of fallen humanity to God,  Thus He humbled Hunself
not oply to become a Modiator but an atoning Sacrifice. But e
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who surrondored Himself to death was not left to its power. God
raised Him up, and as a roward for His unparalleled solt-abasemont,
hifted Him to an unparall»led dignity m the heavenly world, Nor
dil le lay amdo Ii1s human nature whon He sscended to that
thrane sthore Gol hus made Hun tao object of universal worship.
He is atil) the God.man, whosotraumph over sn and death is the
overlasting pledge of victory to thoso who beliove on Him.
Humanity glonified in 1lum 18 tho ticat.-fruits of a redemptive work
that roveals as nothing olso can the love and merc of God in seeking
to save the world,

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL

International 8. S. Lesson.
Lesson 11— 1'auL A PRisoNER AT JRuUsALEN. —~Oct. 10,
(Acts xxii, 17.30,)

Gorogx Trxr—'* It any man suffer as a Christian, lot him not
bo ashamed.”—1 Peter iv. 16,

T138 AND Prack—About A.D. 58. Jerusalem.

InTrObUGTION—1'rom Canares, where we Jeft Paul at tho olose
of onr !ast leason, ho continuel b journed to Jorusalem, his ccm-
pany boing increaged by tbe addition of certain of the Croiarean
Christians. On reaching Jerusalem Paul was woloomed by the
brothren, and opportunity was given him to give an acoount of his
work in tho gospel to the clders of the church. By them ho was
advised to show hie adberonce to the Jewish law by observing
rites ; to this he consonted, but while in tho templs for this pur.
pose ho was seized upon by a mob of the Jews, who drew him out
of tho templo and attempsed to kill bim, but he waa rescued by the
commander of the Roman troops, who bound him and tcok him to
tho oastle of Antonia, wbich joined the temple atea. On his way
to tho castlo ho asked permission to speak to the people, which was
wranted by the chief captain. Ia our present leseon we have tho
Juttor pars of his address.

Vense ny Verse—V. 17, ** Whep 1 was como again,”—This
refers to his roturn to Joraealem, after three years, his firet vieit
after his convorsion. *¢In a trance.”—A traunce i8 s recognized
mental condition in whiob the mind loses conscionsness of onter
objeots, aud is boroe away, 80 to speak, into another world of
thooght,

V. 18, ¢ Saw him.”"—The Lord Jesus.

V. 20. “ Thy martyr. ~—Literally, * Thy witness,’ but tho word
mariyr early came to be applied to thoso who witnessed with their
blood—were put to death for Chriat’s sake. ** Stephen.”—Oge of
tho seven deacons. (Sec Chap. vi.)

V. 21, * Gontiles,”—All nationa besides the Jows were called
Gentiles,

V. 22. “Gave him audionce.”—Listened % him. ¢ Away
with,”--That is, kill him.

V. 23, “Cast off thuir clothes . . . threw dust.—Tokens
of their rage ngainst Panl.

V. 24. *‘The chief captain,”-——The commander of the Roman
garrison at Jornealem. Iis pame was Claudine Lysiaa. (Chap.
xxiit, 26.) ¢ Be examined by scourgiog."—Be put to torture, to
mako him confess.

Y. 25. * Centurion.” —-Commander of a bundred. An odicer
of the Romaun army, corresponding nearly to the captain of modern
timoe. *¢ I8 it lawlol."—It was unlawful to punieh a Roman
citizen without formal conviction, and evea then ho conld not be
gcoarged.

V. 28. ** With a great sum cbtained 1 this {reedom.” — Roman
citizenship was obtained in several waye, by birth, by purchase,
and conferred as a roward for tpecial services. I waa free born,*
—It ig not cortain just what this means. Merc birth in Tarsos
would not mako Paul a Roman, It is probable that his father had
by some eervioe to the goveroment obtamnoed the right,

V. 29. * Wus afraid.”—Tho ponalty ot violating the rights ot a
Roman citizen was doath and confiscation of propersy.

Tuoveurs,—Sincers prayer offered i holy places is often
crowned with singlo answere, Tho prayer Paul offered in the
temple, the moat holy sanctuary to him, asa Jew, was honored of
th¢ Lord with n manifestation of his preaence, and the granting of
a speoml revelation.  All true prayer 1s answered, and God scems
to especially dehight in supplication cflered in places dedicated to
his name, This is an argument for the assembling of Christians in
tho churches for umted prayer. Secrot prayer is ulso a necessity of
the spiritual hife. and, 1 this case, Pavl mado a closet of tho temple.

God's commands must bo exccuted without delay. ** The king's
business roquired haste.” 1Sam. xxi. 8. The great commiesion
rings  the eara of the church to.day—* Go, disciple all nations.”
Matt. xxviit. 19 but how slowly s it being obeyed! ¢ To.day, if
thou wilt hear his voice.” Yaa. xev. 7. Tho Lord doea not give
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