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These reminfscences date from the year 1838, whon I began
the work of preparation for tho ministry undoz Dr. Rae, then
Prinoipal of tho Hamilton High Sohool. In this I was preceded
by the Rov, Angue MoColl, who was tho firat Canadian student for
tho Preabyterian Churoh, In 1841 I studiod undsr the oare of
Rev, William Rintoul, of Strestsville, who romained over after a
conetant and kind friend. In Marob, 1842, I entered Queen’s
Coilege, Kingaton, and there I spens throo sesaions in attesdanco
on Jootures until the organization of the Fres Church in April,
1843, Mer. Thomas Wardrope, now 8o well known throughont the
Churoh as the Rev. Dr, Wardrope, having beonappointed Prinoipal
o tho Grammar School in Byton, now Ottaws, I was invited by
the Rev, Professor Carapbell, of Kingston, to act as assistant to
the lats Rov. Dr. Dain in the preparatory deparsment of Qaeon’s
Novembeor, 1844, whon Kuox Collego opened in Toronto, X entered

snd took my 1ast eession in theology. Dauring the session as
was then, and has continued ¢o be the oustom, I preached almost
overy Sabbath in some place within reach of the city, receiving as
remuneration, but not always, only my expenses. Binoethen
things havo changed in 4hia xespeot.

In 1845, as tho oloso of the oollego gession, as the requess of tho
Rav. Mr. Kintoul I engaged for over a year in m!ssion work,
preaching and organizing mission stations, and oolleotizg for him
statistios of all whom I found sympathizing with tha Free Church,
In this way I traversed the whole country from Kingston to
Goderich, travelling on horseback over the rongheat of roads,
ocoasionally swimming my horee across a swollsn atream, covering
1 all abous 10,000 miles, In places the only road was a trail
through the bush marked by a blaze on the treee, The homes
then were the old log houses, now well-nigh unkuown, often
shanties urplastered, tho ohinka between tho logs filled op with
wood and mosg, and when the enow was falling and the nighs
‘Btormy, lotting in the suow upon the bed, with covering sometimes
50 scanty thas sleep was impossible owing to the cold. I preached
daring this time, often from seven to ten times a week, sermons
of the length, then common enough, of an honr or so, and the
meeting places were rude schoolbouses, barns, or when both of
these failed, in the opan air, perhaps with a waggon for a pulpit.
Thess journeys began often early in "the morning and continued
until 1ate at night, withscanty farealeo, many a time,even though
it was the best the people could give, involved exoessive tail with
much exposure. Calls came to me during this period, bus fesling
it a daty to finich this mission which I bad undertaken, these L
declined, until av lepgth my kind friend, RMr, Rintoul, eeeing that
the work was proving too much for me, in the trying conditions
of these daye, advised my acoceptance of the nexy call which I
should receive. This I did and was ordained and induet?? iate
the pastoral charge of Keene avd Otonabee on July 16th, 1846.

At that time fever and ague was a very common form of
digeass, aund for this kind of sickness Keene and Otonabee was &
very unfavorable settlement. In my reduced state of health and
atrength I soon canght the faver, and becams go ill with it and
ocnsizaed to be, that my dootor warned mo thas it I 6id not with-
draw from that distriot, and from work for a time, death would
be the result, The Presbytery accordingly acoepted my rosigoa-
t10nn 1847, acd for five monthe I was entirely laid aside, Ay
talary as this time was the handsomo sum of 8400, with & horse to
ksep ous of it as well as myself. And as iliustrativeof thoincome
of counsry ministers at that time I may just here mention that
for the firsy eloven years of my ministry this was the averago
selary, and for somo twenty years it was nos moro than §510. In
spito of these hindrances to my work it was honored and bleseed
of God to the ingathering of souls, and for Ged’s blessing given in
this way, 1 became folly assured of my call to the ministry of tho
gospel, & condition of mind 1 had longed for. Ths promise had
been made good, thas His word should not return to Him void,
and to this'X have aver sinve in all my ministry clang, Fearing
that my state of health would not allow of my returning to the
miniatry, 1 had inducements offered mo at this sime o orter into
mercantile business, bat having baen assured of my call to God's
work in tha miristry, I folt it my daty to decline %11 such offers.

Having {o some extont rscovered wy bealth, in 1848 Mr.
Rintonl sent me to Nisgara, as a place fres from malaria, to take
charge of the Freo Churoh there which bad then two stations. I
wag cext ssnt to Ingezsoll to preach, and called and settled shere
in January, 1849, as pastor of Knox Churcb, The church con.
tained only twenty members, moat of them bat a shors sime ons
from Bcoiland and poor. Again, tho salary was the usual 3400

. .with & churoh to seat, which wes dono largely at my own expense,
Hore on this extravagant salary I was married to Mira Mary Anp
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Barker, and two children w20 born, a son and daughter, the
former being now the Rev. Professor Walleoe, M, A., of Viotoria
Coll \ge, Toronto.

God was plessed to bless my minjsiry in Ingersol), In 1858
the church was found to be $00 small and the psople of their own
acoord sob about the creotion of a now and larger one. In 1859 tho
twonty members had grown inton hundred and tweniy., Abous
this time I bogan to suffor from troublo in my throat, and after
ton weoks spont at Clifton Springe, I was advisod to try a voyage
to Britain and a complote change for some time, Tho way was
providentially opencd up for my doing this by my appointmant to
visit Britain agagens for sho Frenoh-Canadian Missionary Boolesy.
After colleoting about $4,000 in Canads for this sootety, I lofd for
the old country, und arrived in Glasgow in July 1860, Hore I re.
celved great kindness at the hands of Mr, Bryce, tho Glasgow
member of the Toronio firm of Bryos & MoMurrich, Scelog my
weskstato of health, and my throat sroable, ho renercusly, as his
own oxpense, sond mo to the Malvern Wator Care, where, under
Dr. Gally, X 80 far recovered atrengtk, and returned to Edinburgh.
But horo my throat esill tronbling me, 8ir J. Y. Slmpaon, the
world-famed physiciap, ordered me to the hilly ocantry abous
Braomar, where in six weoks I fally resovered.

My visis to Britain happened at & most unfortunate time for
the objeot I had in view. Famine in Indis, a magsaare by Karde
of Ohristians in Byria, and many thousande of unemployed
weavers at homo wore makiug large and orying demands apon
British Christians, I suoceeded, however, in ocollecting some
$5,000. Thie work, both in Britain and Canada, I found o bs
exceedingly labarions, nsoessitating an immenas cotrespondence
and innumerable calls early and late, I again therafore looked to
my chosen work, & pastorate and preaching the gospel, and in July
1862 I wan settled in tho pastoral ohargs of Drummondville and
Thorold, where I remained uniil September, 1867, when I was
called to and gettled in Weat Churob, Toronto. This cbsarge, my
last, when X entered apon it, was small and the poople mastly in
bumbla oircumsatances, The congregaticn grew in oambors and
prospored in worldly ciroumstances, 5o that my saiary which had
been when I entered upon it but $800 per annum, inoreased with
it8 growth until in 1888 it became $2,000.

From the time I firat went to Kingslon as a student, I had
always taken a deop interest and an aotive part in Sabbath sohools,
and West Toronto inviting thio kind of work, tho Babbath gchool
there grew uatil it became, it was said, the largest in connection
with the Presbyterian body in Canadz To this and faithful
pastoral visitation among my people I 5'.¢ribato, underthe bloesing
of God, the onntinuous and steady gruowsh of West Church., At
tho requess of the sossion I expounded at the Wednerday evening
prayer meoting the Bcripiure leeson fox the scheol on the following
Sabpath, and this pracsios I kept up for swenty years, while the
tenohers remainea after the meeting to study the leston by them.
selves. Thia labor was blossed with abundant {ruitsge. Up to
Oaotobor, 1887, one hundred and forty new members had been re.
oeived :nto the fellowsbip of the Church. About this time, at the
request of the eession, a series of special religious sorvices were
beld whioh was kapt op for geveral weeks and theso, followed by
constant pastoral visitation and personal dealing, resulted in the
addition :n one year of two hundred and ssventy-five tothe fellow-
ahip ot the Church, But this incessant work, accompanied by
slevpleisness, brought on aymptoms of diseass which bscame
altimately 80 threataning that in obedience to medical advice m
resignation was presented to the Presbytery of Toronto, an
accepted in Apnl, 1890. Dauriog the twenty-thres years of this
pastorate the membership had grown to seven hundred and sixty,
while in wealth and material resources the congregation had
advul:ced tonfcld. To God beall she glory that 1 have not labored
in vain.

This narrative is drawn up in ths hope that it may prove an
enoouragement to many & minister who is now bearing the barden
and heat of the day. It is siill my delight from $ime to time, as
God gives opportunity to preach His glorious gospel, and especially
among thoze to whom in former years and in earlier pastorates it
was my privilege to break the bread of life. The spresd of the
principles of Temperance bas alwaya been in my estimation of
aach help in tho building u;. of the Church of Cbrist, shes fzrom
the'tires 1s has been to me & duty and privilege tolabor zealously on
its behalf both by voice and pep, ‘0 which many letters printed in
the newspapars and pamphlets published, which have had & large
oirculation, bear abundant evidence, .

During my ministry I recarved 3,500 into Church fellowship.

The jubileo of my entrance upon the ministry was celebrated in
‘Weat Ohurch, Taronto, on September 15th, by a publio meeting
which filJod tho church, and amid the warm cobigratulations of
mat {riends, old and new, whom to me it was a very great plea.
sare to meer, ‘The Rev. Dr. Gregg, anold and honored friend,
presided, and among those who took part on the occasion wers the
Rev. W. 8, Ball, Rov. Pzof, Maclaren, Rev. Prof. Wallace, o?
Viotoria Mothodist Collego; Rev. Dr. Parions, Rev. Messrs, Wm,
Pattorson, J. A, ‘Lurnboll, W. G. Walltze, and Rev. Principal
Caven, D, D,, tho Rev. Drs. Blackstock and Parker of the Motho.
dist Church, and Measrs. R, 8. Gourlay, elder, and Jehn Laidlaw,
I would close thege reminiscences in the language of the Paalmiss,
¥ Goodness and meroy bave followsd me all the days of my life,”



