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Sweet Surprises.

BY LISA A. FLRTORER.

Tusrs aro times of awoet surprises,
When God giveth to the sout
Revelations of His meroies
\WVrit upon lifa’s purest scroll,

It may be somo dear blessing
. Wohad prayed and wished forlong —
Yet had scarcely daced to hopo for —
That comes to fill our hearta with song,

Or the kindly light it may be,
Beaming from soine tender oyes,

Where we have no claim of friendship
Thatatirs us witha glad sarprise.

Or the first sweet breath of & riné;tido
By tho south wind softly stirred,
Fragrant blossoms of the April,
Oz esrly bluobird we have heard.

Or the friendship more than precious
Which finds oxpression of its love,
By some all unlooked.for token
hich falls liko sanshine from abore.

Yes, along life's dusty waysides
8pringeth many o puro delight,

Briuging all the joy of moming
Into the winter of our night 1

—New York Observer.

Education and Missions,
Rev. A. J. Gorpox, D.D.

8 miultitudinism or individualism the true .rnethod in
wissions § The Roman Cathkolic theory hagbeen, ' ‘Bring
mon into the Church, in order to bring them to Christ;”
the Protestunt theory hasbeen. * Bring men to Christ,
in ordor to bring them into the Church.” Tt is obvious
that, sccording as the one or the other of thess ideals
provaile, the order of missiouary procedure must radically
diffor, Kducation first and foremost, :f the massus are to
be nurtured into a condition where they shall be £it to be
saved by faith in Christ. * But is this according to the
Divina plan? Is the now birth the graduating degree in the
gohool of Christianity, or is it the matiiculation into that
sohool? Tho record of the Church's beginuings reads.
UAnd the same day there were added about threo
tbousand sounls.” Added to whom © Not to the Chris.an
vommunity merely. A parallel” statement reads.  And
ballevers were the mi.re added to the Lord, multitudes Loth
of 1en and women ”~ multitudinism, but throogh indi-
vidunlism! The eccclesiastical tens and hundreds goined
only through the believing units, and whother by ones or
by thousands, all * added to the Lord!™ Jesus Chris.is
the Divino Uhnit, the one and only Centre of accretion to
which all increase is related. Indeed, the phrase “ added
to the Church " occurring in our common version (Acts
2. 49) {s unknown to the original. Sach a conception asa
church standing as a portico to Christ, or as an introduc
tory school to Christ, seems to bLe unknown to the New
Testamont,
Dr. George Smith considers that the conversion of Con-
stantine, with the subsequent looming up of the ambitious
legetid, * By this sign conquer,” marks the first stepin a
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fatally wrong policy of Christian aggression.  I'rom.a
purely missionary point of view,” he says, ‘it began a
system of compromise with error, of nationalism instead of
individualism in conversion, which in the East made the
church an easy proy to Mohammedanism, and in the
‘West produced Jesuit wissions,”

Let thee reader mark the words which we have
quoted : “ nationalism instend of individualism in conver-”
sion.” They contain the crucial question of missionary
policy. If we will conform to God’s order for this dis-
pensation, and labour for an elective outgathering instend of
» universal ingathering; sceking individual conversions
instead of gpasping after national conquests, wo shall be
‘found in a way that has always proved safo in the history
of missions. The ¢“In loc signo vinces” as intorpreted
by Constantine and his successors marks a total break
with the whole spirit of apostolic and primitive Ohbristi-
anity. The cross indeed! Xut “the cross cf our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto Me and
I unto the world ;" not the cross emblazoned on banners
and inseribed on the Labarum moving on for the subjec-
tion of tho nations to Ohristianity, The work distinctly
appointed for this present time is ‘the gathering of the
Ecclesin—the called out, Not that we would question for
s moment the ultimate conversion of the world. When
« that which is in paPt shall be done away,” and * whon
that which is perfect shall come,” tlien indeed shall our
Lourd Jesus have ‘' dominion from sea to sea, and from-the
river unto the end of the earth.” But the time of this
consummation is not yet.

Now, a misconception of the present purpose and aim of
foteign missions has undvubtedly bad much to do with
fustoring these large and eapznsive schemes for educating the
heathen about which many thoughtful people are beginning
to chorish such giave doubts. Substituto civilization for
ovangelization as the work of the Christian Church among
the Leathen, or identify civilization and evangslization as
esscutially the same, and seoular education will come more
sud more to the front. On the contrary, let the idea be held
firmly that the first work of the missionary is to promote
individual conversions and gather churches of regen-
erated souls, andinevitably the work of efucating unbeliev-
ing heathen will fall to tho rear. And for this resson.
ewplasize conversion and the idea will soon cmphasize
(tseaf that only converted persons are capable of being
thoroughly instructed in the things of the kingdom
of heaven. It is written in Scripturo and in many forms
reiterated that ‘‘the natural ‘man receiveth pot the
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto
biw, neither can he know them.” Therefore the obvious
cunclusion must be. Seek to bave men born of the Spirit,
that they may be qualified for instruction in the doctrines
of the Spirit. There is a saying so truc and scripturai that
it is worthy of being inscribed over tho door of every mis-
sion houso: ¥ Tnman’s school the pupil seeks fo know in
order to belteve, in God's shooi the pupsl must believe in
wrder tv know.” Therefure conversivn fist and culture

afterward. -
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