
TUE DENOMINATIONAL OUTLOOK.

înentary condition fornierly liinîited its aggressivcniess suîd preventeci the cherish-
ing of denloininatiolial fellowshlî and Icyalty, is lias been taitghit hy the consequences
te rectify the error, and to inîprove it orgaxîization for purposes of 'churchi-coui-
nînnion and co-operation, se that it can now better do national than once it could
State work. If the tinte was wlîen its doctrinal lewis was narrow, and thus secta-
rian, it lias learnied te broaden it, su that ail Evangelical Uhristians cau stand up-
on it and clasp bands. We have a noble array of instrînientalities, sucli as our
fathers never even dreamied of, iii our colleges, theologicail seiiiinaries, benevolent
societies, State associations and National Council, with intelligence and wealth,
guided by experience, to put thein te use. Thei west is now, as ever, wide openî
to oui' occupation, so far as we have the energy and tact needed to enibrace oppor-
tunities, while its cliaracteristie spirit of freedoni aîîd independence, and its ready
recognition of practical advantages in an eniergency, incline its hieterogenleous
population to find a place of union and organization on our doe iacratie platfornm.
The Southî, also, once coinpletely closed against uir slavery-hating niexnibersip,)
now invites well directed and patient effort to spread our principles and to exei-
plify our fellowship among those whe hitherto have been strangers te our ideas and
nîethods. We xnay begin with the black but we shall not end tiiere.

Witli aIl these confessed and important advantages, ive inuîst not, howo.ver, think
that ne obstacles lie in our I)ath. lIn these days, whien sectarian bonds are loosenl-
ing, it is easy for people te go froni us, as well as to corne ta us. In vain shiah
we tell of our Pilgrini ancestry, iii vain shahl we boast of Plymnouth Rock, l'i
vain sliah ive point to the long list of New England worthies, iii vain even shail
we prove, to our own satisfaction, that we represent the chutrelh order of the Newi
Testament, if wve do not also, show that, as an ecclesiasticai tree, we are bearin)g
the best fruit. We mîust îiot oniy be liberal, but aise soundly aud firmily Evan-
gelical. Our ardor for liberty must be temipered by a due regard for order.
Zeal for humnity mnust not blind us te the fact that thiere stili is such a thîing as
thecology. Whiie wve 1 lead for love and fraternity, we nmust îlot I)reacli or talk

cgushi." It will net dIo te nîiistake sentiniîentality for piety, or te subordinate
purity te peace. WVe shall not possess, iii tlîe future, senie advantages %which once
incidentahly lielped us. Twenty years simice, the anti-slavery reformn igh-ltily
aided us at tlîe W~est. Chiurch after clîurch camie over te us, entire, froin, Pros-
byterianisin, on tîat ground, and parts of other churches secedod and organized
Congregationally, radier thail reniain longer in fellowship with slave-holding.
The schismn between the two schoolq cf the Pro.sbyterian body aise operated in
oui' faveur by creatiing a reactien against that systeni, and by frequenitly leadùîig
niti.tbers of one division te unite with a Congregational church rather tiai witih
a church belongiîîg te another division. N'jw the healing of the schisin grives
Preshyterianisin a season of unity (until the îîext sclîisnî shial occur, after sconie
abuse of ecciesiastical power), and aIse thîe 1resti4j.. cf nuiinbers and strength.

W~e are now insensible to the fact tlîat the unîsettled condition cf certain ques-
tions of church disciplinie and procedure lias occasioned some damage to our
systein cf late ini the estimation of maîîy who look at it froin the outside, anîd
may hîave created in soie quarters a ineasuire of distrust as te the adequacy Iof
our ecclesiastical nmethods, and the sureness and iiînpartiality cf their eperation.
But if for the tinie being Cengregationalisin lias been under a cleud, the cloud is
not cf thiat kiud which encompa3ses the heavens as it mises, .abutting out the sun-
shine, and serving as the prectirsor of conîing storm. Few of us have sold eut
our stock in Congregationalisin, even though its hast fluctuation lias carried it iii
sonie niarkets a trille below par. There is t>o mîmeli elastic strength in the sys-
toua, anid the general chear-siglited conîfidence in its principles is tee firni, te allow
auy continued depreciation. 0 Vo loo>k iii the long ruzi for a steady 1'rise."' Aud
froua the next meeting of tlhe National Council, withits froe conîparison ofcomunni-
senso views and orderly uaethods of discussion and doclaration, ve expeet such a,
whoiosome impulse as shahl carry tho denoîninatik n more graudiy forward than
evor before. -Congregationtalist.


