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against the foreigners, or giving a fresh bounty to lier owî
producers every year. There is hardly one of our colonie
which dues not live under the shelter of a high tarifl'; and thi
solitary fragment of consolatioi the British Cubdenite can
find is that a Conservative and defiantly protectionist ininis
try i Canada ias recently been beaten at t pulls b Li a
opponents, who, however, bave siîuwn no disposition~ wiatevei
to become free traders in the Englisi uîderitanding of tut
term. So much for that "l civiliz'd world " wlieh 3 lanclester
was to have converted long ago. Aid in Britain itseif, the
Protectionists are no longer a party obscure, discredited, hallf
disgraced. It bas ceased to be a nark of mere intellectual
obtuseness for a titan to profess a liking fur import duties on
other articles besides wine, spirits, dried fruits, cocoa and tea.
On the contrary, protection raises its lied again, open andi
unabasbed ; it is vocal on tie platfurn, it is fclt at elections,
and in Lancashire itself-nay, even in Manchester, whichbwas the Mecca of frec trade, and in Birmningham, wbich 'ny
be called its Medina, it is probable that if a popular vote
couid be taken, the free traders woud be left in a ninuriy.
To crown all, one of the nost able and polular party leaders
o! tbe day. a ninistcr holding the seals of a Sccretary of
State, bas publicly and emplatically given encouragcment to
the schcne of a Customns Union for the British Empire. 31.

grent speech at the Chanber of Commerce
dinner on the 9th of June last, following on bis previous
speech to the Canada Club earlier iu i yar, shows te rate
at wbica wp are aidvancing-or retrogradig, as somne angrycritics niay prefer to .say. The Colonial Secrctary disclainlis
any liking for protection ; on the cohtmary, bis ait is do brea
down tariff barriers within t.e Emuipire. But ve have cer-
tainly novcd far fron the hide.bound Cobdenîte crt, wlieu a
mniister of the Crown can talk to ait applauditg audience o!
ierchants and traders, of Great Britai placiiîg moderne

duties upon corn, mneat, wool, sugar and perhaps ottur articles
of large consumption when sent in by forcigners.

Mr. Low says that the Englisbrne of te preseî. genema.
tion, brought up as nost of thet have been, on the orthodox
econoimics, nay be quite ready to admit the validity of manyof the generalizations of lis teachers, but lie tutis to expemi-
once to enquire whether they have worked out for his beiefit.Ile asi<s lirnscif, more and more anxiously evcmv year,
wiether facts do really bear ouo tbe contention titat, rce
trade at, hone (coupled with protection everywhere else) bas
made him more prosperous than lie might have been without
it. The old.fasljioned Cobdenite gives him thc old.fashioned
answer, "Are not you," lie says, "a great deta wcalthicr tian
you were in the forties, don't you own imore ships, more rail-

vay trains, more steam-engines, more blast-furnaces, more
loonis and spindles titan you did fifty ycars ago? Have you
not. got more money in the bank, and don't vout receive more
interest fron your investients ield abroad Thien what

t and impots-and attribultes it alIl to the bencficini op'mations
eo free trade. is catlogue sumgests the imevitable question:

wave alt otcivi nations, wblicb re not free traders, grown in
wealtt "'id civilization a d conmerce 7 We know very well
tat tiîev' lave. 'rite buttleflits of inecimaxicai science, of e tsier

ofctio, of imîîproved me-is o! production, of educa.
Lion, of sanitation, of a progressive civilization genlerally, have
nuL been ceitield fro t States wbic tax their imports. Mr.
Villiers cmedits fite trade wit that cheapening of food which
s weingaly due Lu hte opening up of virgin territory and the

lweri io t freilîts, and o ifli Uat expansion of foreign trade
thlit is te resut of a long eWurt of industrial activity that
wLbl ias nt ben confined to Britain. Be mnigit almost as
well say liat iL is owing to free tade tiat young ladies ridebicycles, and old gentcunit not longer got druîîk afier dinner.

of a iave sasd in te industrial and commercial activity
o! nu Crs of astonishi° .naterial progress. That is true.
But the question whichî Englisiien mk tieiseives, itl an
ever.growintg an'iety, is whethier we have iad our fair share,
anti wlether wv are niov advancing as fast as our rivais.
They know tliaî uit the protected period, before Cobdenisn was
by law establishied, they iad a i supriority. Mr.
Villiers gives figures to show lîw samila, coiupred it. hir.
iL is now, was the foreign ti.-de of Britain in the earlier half
of -tis ceitury. Suti-yes--iut bow vast comîpared to that
of our rivals ! Not in one great trade, but in miany, we lad
aun uncbsllenged sud, as it a paretl, unchllmtguai iuadi.In shlipping, in cottons, i n utais, in cutlery, in hardware, iniltachinîery, England seemed beyond coîmpetition. Great is
the eliasig>e to-day. Thte coîiputitors. wliu have deliberately
rejected what Mr. Villiers calis tl te inestimable blessings offreedom o! trade" are overtaking us witi long arides; nay,
iii soute vital cases have caught aud passcd us aiready. âAI.
iready Gcrîtîaiy is abr4-st o! us iu Lbe producLion of itou andsteel; Aierica lias long siuce pass d us; litt e giun is

ainsing on us rapidly. Tuhe Gerian export o! iron and steelruse froir 957,000 toits ie 1890, Vo 1,439,000 u 1894; t e
nli export trade iu te saine period feu froîn 2,700,000

tu 1,735,000 tons. Even our carrying trade is menaced. MVe

gaininge on s ridsly pTeGemnxprofrnadste

Elngseor Ltre itesapg portinEurope. Liverpool lias
beema passcd by ]-aîîibumg, and it looks at if it wvould presently
bu passed by Antwerp. Thiese are the figures of the last few
vears

•ro.Bsîbug............Tmný,T.ra ... -..-...-.....-.. 3,704,312 6,256,000
Aitwer ................. 3,422'172 5,340,247flotterdatis................. 2120347" 4,033,01o7Bremen .............. ,.,1,28'',399 2,184,274

Total... ........ 10,536,230 17,818,538
Lvr·oo· ..... · . - 4,278,881 5,965,959
Ton years ago Liverpool was the first port in Europe. Now

sile is the second-soon, apparently to be the third. In 1872,le otail declared value of British and Irish produce exported
mt the 'United Kingdoin was £256,257,347; in 1895 it liad

nk to £226. 169,174 ; and in the meantime the population
Great Britain and Ireland htad grown from 31,835,757 to
,134,166. The market is bigger, the ability to supply thearket is greater; but whiereas the proportion per iead of
ported British produce vas £8 ls.,0d., in 1872, it lad sunk
£5 ls, 3d. in 1894.

"Such facts as these go a long way to explain the luke.


