160

natural church of Stience, To this day,
there‘ore, Natural Theology affords a de-
fence against talse plulosoply and apustate
belief ; but stitl the Christian must return
as soon as possible from this Leypt, into
the Israel of God’s Revesled Theology in
the Holy Scriptures.

The passage from Hosa 11: 1., referred
literally to the deliverance of the children
of Isrncl out of Fuypt. See also Exod.
4: 22, 23. Bat that deliverance was itself
& prophetic type of the conversion of man
from naturalism to regeneration, of which
our Lorl’s return from Lgypt was the
antitypical fulfilment.  In this spiritual
sense, the deliverance from Bgypt is intro-
duced into the Moral Law as an cternal
principle (Exod. 20: 2,) signifying, “ That
God is the Lord, our God and REDEEMER.”

Vv. 16-18.—The infernal fury of Ilerod
then broke ont in one of the most hidcous
and monstrous massacres recorded in all
the sad pages of morial shame and woe!
And no marvel.  Ierod was of the sced of
that old Serpent that deceived Eve, and who
now felt from Judah’s land the dreaded
Infant’s hand, which was predestined to
bruise that treacherous serpent’s head.

Verse 17 is quoted from Jeremiah 31 : 15,
where it literally rcferred to the miseries of
the Babylonish captivity. But here also,
as well as in verse 15, we find that even
the Listorical seriptures have also a typical
and prophetic sense; and that, whatever
may be their ltter, ¢ the testimony of Jesus
is the spirit of prophecy.”

Rachel, well-heloved but often unhappy
in her life. had died at Bethlehem Ephratah,
at the birth of Benjamin (Gen. 35: 16-20)
and here, as if dizquicted and shocked by the
unspeakable atrocities of Herod’s massacre,
she cannot find 1est cven in the grave, but
weeps incounsolably for her slaughterdd
infants once more, in the person of the
bereaved mothers of Bethlehem. How
tender is the Lord’s message to her (Jer.
31: 16-17.) No doubt these infants were
all saved : See Mat. 18 : 14,

Vv. 19-23.—Buat the miserable Herod
dies and the infant Lord returns, b, Di-
vine Providence, and dwells in lonelr little
Nazareth of Galilee, almost unnoti_cd and
unknown, furmany long and toilso.ae years.
There, “ suliject to his parents,’” the match-
less Idcal of all human perfection lived and
laboured in silence, daily preparing him-
self for the wighty work of Redemption,
till he had reached the age of thirty years.

Doctrives.

1. The wicked rage and plot and perse-
cute, hut in vain.

2. The spirit of every propheey is a testi-
mony of Jesus (Rev. 19: 10; Luke 24:

<17; Acts 10: 43.)
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3. If we would be like our Tord, we must
Le content to Jabeur and suffer long alone,
in oilent uhsearity to prepare us for doing
glorious works of uscfulness at last.

TIHIRD SABBATIL

Sunsecrt :—The Baptism of Jesus. Mat.
3: 13-17.

How divinely amiable is this humility of
Chirist the Lord of all, in submitung to he
baptized by Ilis servant John ! e longed
to fultil all righteousness, whether of the
Moral or Ritual Law of God. He would
not break one of the least commandments
ot God (Mat. 5: 17-19.)

Christ was now about thirty years of age
(Luke 3: 21-23,) which was the age pre-
seribed by God for entering on the Driestly
oftice: (Sce Numb. 4: 23, 30, 35, &)
Christ therefore began his public ministry
at this proper time, whenever his bour had
come. It w-s also commanded by God
that those entering on the Priestly oflice
should bo parified by the sprinkling of wa-
ter (Nuwb. 8: 6-11.) Christ’s baptisin ap-
perrs therefore to have been a sacred initig-
tory rite by which he entered upon his pub.
lic ministry as our Great Iligh Priest,
according to the Law of God.  His baptism
could not be for repentance or remission of
sin, for ** He did no sin, ncither was guile
found in His mouth,” (Pet. 2: 22.) He
therefure dud not need to offer sacrinices for
Himeeif, as other priests dud, but he oflered
Himself once for all, a sacrutice pertect and
spotless to take away the sin of the world
(Heb. 5: 1.9.)

V. 14.—John shrinks at first from the
thought of baptizing the luvly One of Gud,
butobeys with true humility,at the Saviour’s
request and expiunation,

V. 16 —The words translated, - outof
the water,” might be more properly trans-
lated, “ from the water,” both here and in
Mark 1: 10. Bat it is probable enough
that John and his disciples may have step-
ped into the edge of the water. The most
ancient pictures represent Juhn as pouring
water upon the head of Jesus, standing in
the brink of the river.  Aud there are still
living in Turkey and Persin, many thou-
sands of the foltowers of John the Baptist,
who still step iuto the water to be bapued
by sprinkling ; never by nnmersivn.  And
they declare that they thus follow the mude
used by John the Bupnst, and handed
down to them from generation to genc
ration with the unchanging manner of
the East. See the article * Sabians, or
Mendaites” in Buck’s Theological Dic-
tionary.

After his baptism with water He is bap-
tized wiih the Holy Spirit descending from
heaven and lighting upon him. This is



