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death. Think of Voltaire saying in his last
moments: “ Doctor, I wil give you ha.f what
I am worth if you will give me six months
life.”  What agony must have been his at
that moment,—cuaused by an intense desire to
live, while there was very little, if any, ex-
pectation ! ’

All these are but poor illustrations of the
unutterable misery the chsistian wounld ex-
perience, if he had n strong desire to get to
1eaven, knowing what it is, and yet had not
the slightest expectation.  His misery would
be t e misery of the lost in hell !

Thank Goul, the christian has not only the
desire but the expectation of heaven! Chris-
tianity d es more than change our desires.
Wuen we become chrigtians, “ Christ will be
in us,”—not mere.y to give us an intense de-
sire for heaven, but to give us also a sure ex-
pectation that we will obtain it. My dear
friends, has “ Christ in vou” kindled * the
hope,” & e. the desire and the expectation of
¢« glory 27

In turther dwelling on our text we shall,
with God's aid, consider:—

I. 'The christian's hope of glory.

IL  The source of that hope.

First. The christian’s hope of glory.
‘There is much contained in that word “glory.”
It means all that at present inconceivable
honor and dignity and splendor that will be
conferred upon the christian when, free from
the sins and sorrows of earth, he will stand »
ransomed creature before the great white
throne of God. Of that glory we can now
obtain only the faintest glimpses. * Kye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath
entered into the heart of man, the things that
God hath prepared for them thit love Him.”
It doth not yet appear what we shall be.”
It is our duty, however, to mke the best of
what we know. Just as much of heaven is
revealed to us as we ought to know now, and
we ought to know just as much as is revealed.

‘The glory of heaven! what is it? I is
internel glory rather than exfernal,—a glor-
ious cbaract: r rather than a glorious outward
condition. 'Iis true, there may be in heaven
boundless fields of living green azd never-
withering flowers,—there may be noble for-
ests filled with winged creatures of beautesus
<olor and form rejoicing in the mellowed lght
of a never-ending day,—there may be beauti-
ful slopes covered with green, on which the
glorified sit as they sing the praises of the
God of redemption,—theie may be glassy
lakes reflecting the glory-of God,—these
things may be, for aught we know to the
coutrary, in the ¢ new heaven and the new
earth;"—but external glory constituies noi
the grand glory of heaven. The glory we
hope for is spiritual glory. Let us look at a
few of i1s constituant elements.

‘The glory of heaven is the glory of perfect
holiness.  Sin does not euter there to stain
and destroy. Holiness is stamped on every
soul. There each shall look into his inmost
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heart, and find only purity.  There each shall
look around in every dircction and find only
purity.  God is said to be “ giorious in holi-
ness,”—and the glory of the redeemed will be
likeness to God in holiness. 'Che sinner may
see no glory, no beauty in holiness, but after
all there is no gl ry like it.  "Chere is glory
in natnre aronad us,—in tie still awd wlassy
lake,—in the clear blue sky, in the bright
noonday sun,—hbut theve is infioitely greater
glory in a perfectly Loly soal, - bright image
of the eternal God! Oh! if this is s0,—if
the glory we hope for is the glory of Loliness,
why 13 ir that now we take such a delignt in
sin?  Why is it that we do not strive more
earnestly to be now what we hope to be
hereafter?

Another element in the glory we hope for
is perfect love.  There is glory in love even
asatis disylayed on earth.  We see David
in tears, and hear him crving: “ O Atsalom,
my son, my son, would God I had died for
hee, O Absalom, my son.””  There is an at-
tractive glory in that love. We see a long
list of martyrs willingly submitting to death,
and all from love to Jesus. 'There isglory in
that love. Or to refer at once to the perfect
type of love,—we sce Jesus coming to this
earth, and suffering and dying for sinners.
There is great glory in that love. One ele-
ment of the glory of the redeemed will be
pertect love. ‘There we will see God and love
Ifim supremely, sincerely, ardently and for-
ever. There, tno, we will love each other
with a pure and perfect love,— ¢ no fear of
idolatry, no envy to corrcde, no selfishness,
no deceit.” My friends, it the glory we hope
for is the glory of perfect love, why is it that
we do not strive to love our God and each
other more now? Do we wish to be and to
do hereafter what we will not be and will no*
do now?

Other elements in the glory we hope for are
truth and justice. I need not, however. en-
large. ‘The glory of heaven is made up of the
divine principles of holiness, love, truth, jus-
tice, in perfection. The glory we hope for is
perfect likeness to Christ, and whatis Christ
but perfect holiness, perfect love, perfect
truth, perfect justice? It should ever be re-
membered, therefore, that the glory of heaven
is only the perfection of those divine qualities
which we ought to possess here, and in which
we should grow day by day!

This glory the Christian hopes for. The
hope of future glory is very valuable to the
christian in the present state. St. Paul says
*¢ we are saved by hope,” 7. e. we are sustain-
ed by hope. Our trials may be severe, but
the hope of future deliverance enables us to
bear them nobly,—the night may be dark,
but the hope of a coming morning cheers us,
—the sea may be rough, but the hiope of soon
reaching the quiet haven and the loved cnes
of home sustains us. Hope is a grace pecu-
liarly fitted for this world of griefs, and tears,
and trials. In heaven there will be no nced



