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a pieasing effeet to the otherwise treeless
landscape. These trees are chiefly wlllow,
sometimes elm and ash, and even pine.

Honan 18 very fertile. Cotton Is iargelY
cultlvated. Wheat, barley, corn, millet and
other cereals abound. The clmate Is a
milder edition of the mildest parts of On-
tarlo, "Illie that of Tennessee" says one.
The rivers rarely freeze over, except for a
short time ln a specially severe season.
The snow fail is llht, and it does sot often
lie more than a few days at a time. In
wlnter the temperature seldom drops to
zero, whule in summer it rises to over 90

troubles. The foreigiiers wvere blained for
keeping away the rais.

Mdost of the famines, however, have becs
causeci by floods. During the rainy season,
ln July and August, every little streani be-
conios a ruslîing torrent. But speciaily
drcadcd Is thie overilow of the great river.
Probably na other in the wvurld lias causcd
s0 nitchl destruction as the 1-uang Ho.
Whien it enierges from the ili country to
thc wvest, and reaches the level plains, its
sluggish flow allows tIe mud to deposit
and fill the river bed, and whien the water
rises it Is driven out to seek new ehannels.
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Map of Hionan, North of the Yellow River.

degrees for days at a time, and even reaches
100 to 150 degrees.

Thougb. fertile, it lias frequent famines,
sometimes caused, as in India, by drougbt, -
but more eften by floods. From one or
other of these causes there is almnost al-
ways a famine in some part of the immense
empire. There arc no ralways to carry the
plenty of ose district to the scarcity ef
another, asd eves if there were eachi dis-
trict has enougli to do te supply !Cs OWn
seeds. Drought and threatened scarclty was
ose eauc;e of usrest is Hons ln the recent

For generations the people have tried to
keep tIc river in its course by building
dYlces on either sidle of it, raisisg them
graduaily ycaî- by year as was fousd ne-
cessary, ustil in some places the river bcd
is higler than thc surround 'ng country.
WTMien the floods come these embankments
frequcntiy give Nvay, and the country is
flooded perhaps for many miles, often with
great loss of property and even lite. On
this aceount the river is called "Chisa's
Sorrow."

Thuis, despite its fertility, famine bas
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