
in more southern wvaters. When they arrive in spring, they are rolling in

fat, and wvhen they leave in tbe fail tbey are a bundie of skin and bonies.

As soon as they arrive on the breeding grounds, eachi one, according to

his physicai persuasive power, pre-enilts, a certain arca, and rernains

there, awaiting tbe arrivai of bis spouses. for the seal is I)olygziiotis.
ïMany of these aduit maies or buils exhibit wonderful strength and des

perate courage. Pr-of. Elliott rnarked one veteran, " who bad fouglit

forty or fifty desprate batties and fougbit off his assailants, who coveted

bis position, every timie. \\-len tbe fûghting season was over, the veteran

wvas covered with scars and frightfully gasbed ;.raw, festering and bloody,
one eye gouged out, but iording it bravely over bis barein of fifteen or

twenty femiales, wvbo 'vere ail huddled together on the same spot of bis

first location and around b." BetWeen tbe 12til and i4 th of June

the first of the co'v seats arrive at tbe isiands. 'l'le arrivai of the cowvs

is co-incideut withi the ending of the period of gestation, for one or twvo

days after arrivai tbe put) is boru. 'l'le young are nourisbied by the
mi-other, who frequentiy goes out to the sea to feed and bathe. 'lle

pups do not essay to sviim, wbich they iust first learu, like any boy,
until tbey are a month or more old. 'l'le head and eyes of the female

are exceediugly beautiful ; the large, lustrous, biue-biack eyes are humid

and soft, witli tenderest expression. 'l'le covering to the body of

the fur-seal is coruposcd of two coats, one haviug a short, crisp,

glistening over-biair ; and tbe other a close, soft, eiastic pelafge or fur,
which gives the distinctive va'iue to the pl)et. Wben the skin reaches

the furrier the bair bias been remnoved and tbe pelage dyed.

Two-tbirds of ail the maies wbich are born, and tbey are equal in uum-

ber to the femiaies, are neyer permitted by the rcmaining third, strongest

by natural selection, to ]and upon the breeding ground, but this great
band of " bachelor " seals, as they are aptly termied, is obliged to live

apart entireiy, somnetimies miles away froin the rookeries. In this ad-

mnirabiy l)erfect iiethod of nature are these seals, wvhiclh can be properiy

kilied witbout injury to the rookeries, selected and hieid as«de, so that

tbey can be taken without disturbing in tbe sligbitest degree tbe entire

quiet of the breedingy grounds where the stock is perpetuated. Such

wvas, according, to Prof. Elliott, tbe state of the rookeries in 1872-74, but


