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piregnant withi imiportance, iii su. fur as wu know, as the mîust abs;çtruise

l)roblelis of te astronoier or the phit3cist, who eîîdeavors tu aisvertaiti
the composition anti life-Ilistor-v of te reltiotest of Our plîîîîleL,; or witlî

the studies of the reologist who strive-s to decipher and to mnal ont the
lfe iîistory of our own plaiîîct. Lit faut, te former often presetîts

probleitîs of the greatest pi-.ctiet]ciîtii import, inc, since by the
study of the conmmun livinig tiiîgs arutund us, andi b' te metermiination
of their habit-. and modes ut' existenîce, the greatte-st benefits to the
hunan race accrue.

'VTe practical application of science ini somne one of itS many oruis
is ait the jiresetît day so universal thait we have long since ceased to
consider it ais eiiteriiing into the doings of our everyday life. Yet, wlhcn
we alov ountaces Lu giance for a moment at the various pirocessts

g>0111g on i-oiuîîzl us, we arte brouglît ait once face to face 'viti the fac
that, even iii tihe -iiîmplest and miost ordinary avo3aitions, its inifluence is
everywhere visible. VThe word science is deriveti from the Latin word
scio, mnieanmng to k-noil. There is, therefore, no anystery aboeut the word
itseif in its; ,eiie.al or ordinary acceptation, and it siniply muay be -used
as another tut-i for ktmcwiedge in its ltigest and truest forum. Science
lias I>eeil di-fineti as, kmowledge, c-crtain mnd evident in itseif, andi the
basis of ail Science as, the immnutability cf the laws cf N~ature and
of events. The. varicties cf scieîîtific knowleoige are ahinost endiess.
Thus we. have the science even cf Matheniaties, whichi deais 'vith
abstr-act truths, cf Jurisprudence, cf LoiCheîistry, Astrnmny,
Geoiogy, Riîetoric, Grammunar, andi a huildred oallers, inclnding the miore
abstruse sciences of Metaphysics andi Theoiogyv. ý8onie cf these inay
lie regairdeti as speculative sciences; others ciii wviti~ the material alone,
aîîd whiatever thcories arise are suipposeti to be fotînded entirely upon
the f.icts Nviiii art: aîscertained during tic processes cf investigation.
hI titis latter claîss mn lie piaced tîose which deal witi the phiemmonmena
cf Nature, with which we more particulairly have to do.

Witii manîy the idea appeairs to prevail tiîat sciemnce is a zhing cf
coînparativeiy recent date, andi ina their eglotismît these suppose thait the
citizemîs cf te imeteenth century shouiti alnîost be pcriuitted to, clamai
fer themtselvcs a zncnopoly of the honors arisitîg front tic unratvelling
cf Natmmre's secrets. WImile, withotit a doubt, the growth cf knowledge


