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The nut trees of Canada belons 10 two families.
The walnuts and hickories belong t0 tlie Walnut
Fanily and the chanuts. bazelnuts, beechnuts amd
0&ks to the Beech Family. They vary in suze f rom,
thie ilirub-like liazel <o tLe utately hickories. Orne
pec:uliarity of most of tlhe nt trees is <bat the smnall
branches diç> down and <lien grow Up aguin. TIse
walnuts, when growing as single spmens,. fora
roundis or triangular shaped crowns and f requen<ly
stand out as land marks in old postures and rocky
fields. [WhL walnuls and hickories whengown
with other species in the woods become modiflcd in
forin, generally growing taller with a much smaller
crown.

The Leiges which are given in tLe following
descripitions relate Io specimens Irowing <lirougliout
Canada. but as we go soudhisito the United States
<bern measurentss in most cases, msti Le increàscd.

Nut trees are valuable for their wood and for tlieir
fruit. The United States lias a considerable im-
port <rade witli nuts and 1910 figures give tLe total
value of imported nuIs at thirteen million dollars, or
in quantity, orne liundred and fifîcen milion pounds.
This docs not, of course, take int consideration <lie
very conssiderable quantity of hone-grown nuts. The
food value of nut trees, <Lerefore, muat Le looked
upon as airerdy consideralsle &rd of growing
importanice.

THiE WoOD.
Nearly al of the nut trees produce a very liard

quaiaty of timber and. in <Le case of black walnut.
much of it is used for fine cabinet work and for
lagh-class furniure. Owing <o is popularity in <bat
connection i now lim an almost prohibitive, prace.
Thie wood of tlie butnemut is somewhat sofier and
ligliter in weiglit. 1< is used for boat building and
interior finish work. Tlie wood of <Le various
q=eies of hickories is very uimilar and is seldm
separated ou <Le Market. Et is asnones <Le bardeot,
touchest amd sironest of tlie <indien-r af comîmerce.
In Canada i ws used chiefly for vehicle stock, t"o
Landles, agricuitural impqltmemts. mnaclunery pats
and sporting goods. Chesinut wood is ffgly prazed
for die maufacture of iannine 'stracis and "is
for fence POU$s because of ils dmnalàay in contact
wvitb<lie smil.

THsE FRunf.
The following brief descriptions of the fruit of the

most important nut trees may Le interesing:-
BLACK vALuUT. Nus almost round. about one

inch in diameter or smaller. ShelI liard, black. cul
wiîli deep ridses. Husk blackish witli an aromatic

odour. Kemnel oily, sweet and edible. A market-
able nul.

BauTrEPNLJT. Nut oblong. poinied at ont end,
two or t' ree inclies long. ShelI deeply furrowed
with many sharp irregular ridges. Husk brown and
very sticky. Kemnel good flavor anl edible.

HicK.oREs. (1) TLe Bittemnut hickory lias a very
bitter kemnel w,<li a thin sbell and thin liusk. (2) The
Shatbark lias a ait which is compressed laterally
and ws four-ridged. The kernel ws sweet and edible
and ns of greater commercial value <ban <liai of any
Of <lie otlier hickories. (3) The Mockernui lias a
very thick sLell and tlie nul is large. The liusk is
alto liard and "hik. The kernel ws sweel but smaîl
and difficult <o extract. (4) The Pignut produces
nuts whicli vary in size and in shape. TLe kernel
ws bitter or sweet. TLe liusk of <Le hickories split
into four sections as tlie nuls ripen.

CHESTNUT. Thte fruit of <Le cliestnul is contained
in a spiney burr wliicli holds one <o <liret shiny,
brown, thin-shtlled, sweet, edible nuts. TLe burrs
split open as the nuls ripen. The native nuts are
mucli smaller thon <hose of <lie European species.

HAZELNUT. Tht fruit, whicl i a amaîll mut
about one-half inch long, is enclosed within a pair of
broad. leafy, cut-tootlied bracts. I< is cliestnut
brown in color and almnost globular in shape. The
f ruit of <Le beaked liazelnut ws ovoid in shape and
ws enclosed in a leafy covering <ermina<sng in a long
tubular beak.

HMKS C.J4ESTNUT. The nut of <Le horst ches<-
nul ws not edible. 1< ws large. varying from one to
orne and ont-haif inclies in diameter, contained singly
within a smooili pod covered wi<li sofi spines. Tht
nu< itielf ws aromnatic and bitter narcotic.

THE- Fooo VAu.uE 0F Nuis.
Nuls have an important food value on account of

the large perctntage of protein and oil whicli <bey
contain. 1< ws for this reason <bat they are recoin-
mended for diabetics, except perhaps the cliestnul
whicli is tLe only one which also contains a con-
siderable percentage of starcli.

Nuls are used &hso in very large quantities in
commercial work, especially by confectioners. Tliey
are used for making candies of ail kinds and in tLe
icing on various cakes, etc. Nuls are aIs. used in
salads. The flavor of nuls depends upon <Le oil.
AIl nuls are ricli in mineraI matter and contain, on
<Le average, about two per cent of mineraI
subsances

ln tLe cracking of nuls it shoJld Le remembered
<liat <Le hickory nult con le cracked most easily by
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