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birds are alniost extinct in south-western C.'Lario, wherethey
were formeriv~ talerablv comnion, it would seemn an excellent
policy ta encourage themn in the Ottawa district while vou have
theni there".

Two of the woodpeckers may be attracted by the use of
nesting boxes. The Plicker (Colaptes auralus), which occurs ini
and around Ottawa, feeds largelv on ants; a single stomach has
been found, ta contain over 5000 ants. In another instance 28
white grubs. one of aur wanst pests of grass land and certain
crops, were founUl in the stomach of a flicker which feeds largely
an the ground. It also feeds upon wild fruits, sucli as the wild
black cherry. The Downy Woodpecker (Dry"bis pubescens)
is a most valuable allv, as it feeds largely on beetles that destroy
tree by boring inta, the bark and tumber. An examination of
723 stomaclis showed that 76 per cent. of the diet was animal
food. consisting chiefiy of insects.

Reference lias already been made ta the weed-destraying
habits of aur native sparrows. One of the first t irds ta ai-rive
in the spring, breaking the long winter silence with its welcome
hit sang, is the Sang Sparrow (Melospisa meloia), which la
verv domestic in its habits. About three-fourths of its food
coista ai weed seeds and one-fowrth of insects. Beetles especially
weevils, fanm the greater portion of the inhect food. A thick
hedge, dens shrubs or piles af logs provide suitable nesting
places for this most velcome ai our sparows. The Chipping

S ow(Sp seLla paseina), whose cofiding ways give it a warm
pC7iw ouraffection, lias somiewhat similar nesting habits toathe

former. It is, moreover, tht most insectivorous af aur sparraws.
About 42 pet cent. af its food consists of insects and spiders, and
caterpillars make up the major portion ai -the insect food,
especially when the young are being reared. when as many as
17 feedings pet haut, on an average, for a broad of aur n esthing
have been recorded. The retiring and sombre Juncoor Snow-
bird (Jinco hivmals), destroys insects and feeds an weed seeds.
An examination of 500 stomachs gave 23 petrcent, animal food
(caterpiflans bugs and beeties), and 7 7 .per cent. vegetable fond,
of which over 61 per cent. consisted of weed seeds. lu September
the Popotion of weed seeds may rime as higli as 95 pet cent. of
the food.

Before discussing the details af the proposai for the protec-
tion of the Ottawa birds, it wlll be af intereit ta refer ta, the
resulta of certain schemes of bird protection which have been
adopted in allier cotmtries.


