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of Seconq month, 1839, where she re-
sided till ber niarriage to Harvey Bir-
chard in 1863, after which they went
to live -at the Uxbridge Preparative
Nt'veeting and Pickering Morithly Meet-
ing. [n 1883 they with their family
mioved within the liiiiits of Norwich
Monthly Meeting, in Lanibton County,
where the family now resides.

WVARD.-Died, at bis daughter's home, in
Velham, Richard WVard, in the 95th year of
bis age.

STOVEN.» -Died en the z5th of Iast mo,,
Enmma Stover, wife of the late John Stover.

at the home ni her son, Adam J. Stover, Nor-
wich, in the 8gig' yc:.- -!fier age.

She was a memiberof Norwich Month-
ly Meeting. She emigrated to Canada
from New York in r818, and at the age
of twenty-three married John Stover, and
since 1827 has lived on the farrn where
she died. She was a consistent mem ber
among Friends, and active until enfe-
bled by age. 1-er mind, hiowever, pre-
served its strength and brightness to
the last, and niemnory retained ever
fresh the experiences of her early pion-
eer life in the wilderness of Canada,
reminiscences of whicli she would ofiten
relate to ber grandchilden. After a
short illness she succumbed to the uni-
versai "La Grippe."

WVÂL.,-D)ied at the home of bis son-in
law, S. L. Kes'er, ini Clearfleld Co , Pa,
Reuben Wall, aged 8o years 4 nxonihs and
4t days.

Hie wvas a life-loiig mem ber tf West
Branch Monthly Meeting and of Balti-
miore Vearly Meeting. For several
imonths he suffered from dropsy, and
quietly breathed his last on 2nd month
21St. He was buried in Friends' cern
eterv, and his remains were followed
by a large concourse of friends.

'In the death of Spurgeon, evangeli-
cal orthodoxy, strong and clear, loses
its most conspicuous represcntative
H-e was opposed to nearly everything
progressive and new in thoughit, but
splendidly in earnest and nobly in
league with ail that was practical and
vital in the old religion

THE SOWER.

IlThere went out a sower to s0w."
Thus spake the Teac1ier the parable of
the sower (Matthew, hap. 13) as he
sat in the ship andl taught the mulid.
tude who stood upon the shore. And
they who were ab ýut 1dmi asked concern-
ing the parable. And he said : "I'1'hese
are they which are sown upon stony.
ground who, wvhen they have heard the
Word, immediately reaive it with
gladness and have no root in thern.
selves, and so endure but for a time.>

i-ow plain and simple were the les-
sons of this Tr7acher. Drawra from
the common things of life the wise
and ignorant wvere alike instructed.
And herein lies the great mastery he
gained over the multitude that gathered
about him. They knew the truth of
bis illustrations and could see the
force of their application.

None had greater significance or
appeared with grea~ter force to their in-
telligence than the parable of "the
sower." Directly before them were the
several conditions of soil upon w! -chl
the seed wvas cast, and it required no
argument to enforce the moral of the
illustration. As we read these lessons
that fell from the lips of the Master,
we are aflt to, say Ilthe sower"' repres-
ents the whole humait family on the
one part-and the IlSower of the Word,"
on the other part. %Ve are too prone
to c'ass our Friends as hearers, trusting
for ourselves that the soil of our own
souls is the good -round where the
seedt of the sower will take root and
bring forth abundantly. Have we
Ilthe root " in ourselves is the import-
ant question ? What is the condition
of the soi! upon which this seed is
sowni ? D.o 1 receive it with gladness
and does the root :strike- dcep,
sending out its branches into the remot-
est corner of the ground, drawing sup-
ply that wvill furnish sap to the tendeér
blade, will quicken the bud into a perfeci
flower atnd bring forth the ripened
fruit. Or doe:s the seed fail of this ?
Is the surface fair to the eye but lias


