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characterised North, America from the niiddle of' the -zeventeentlit to, the
middle of the cighteenth tentury, wvas not tixat 'whieh Was fittcd1 to producc, to
chorish, and to, rcward great superiority of intelligence. This period had, no
doubt its uls of persons that wce considered ta hc great in, their day,-divines
who were thought to be laînps of pîcty and ivisdonx, Iawyers and physicians
who, were smnall wonders in thse eyes orf their cotemporaries. WVe make no
doubt that many sueh were sufficiently illustrions, and that a, grateful posterity
bas probably shewn its sense of thecir monits, by connecting their Damnes with
streets and squares in Salem, Boston, or New B3edford. We do not question'
that there are a hundred sueli that figure in Bancrof't's ilistory of New
England. le wvho thinks of fixe corrcsponding period in British or Frenchi
history, finds no difficulty in recalling quite a number of naines, that are sur-
rounded by vivid, associations. On the conti-ary, the sanie person-pretending
to nothing more than a general acquaintance ivith American aunais, finds hum-
self' puzzled te recel a single name. Tise eanly stery of a country that is of
such extent that the increasing poptqIation, can mnove farther and farther back
into the woodlands, is not literary. There are none of its inhabitants that
bave the tfine to sit do'wn and converse with what Socrates would have termed
the demon within thein. Division of labour that ini old communities rendmr
se niany of' the callings compatible with leisure, hiardly exists. The doctor
cannot bestow mach attention upon the philosophy -of business; because lie bas
a wide tract of country te roamn over, lie goes on foot over the grcxtter part of
the district as the roads wilI not allow of' a horse, hie carnies home on bis backc
the reward of bis skilt : perhaps it is a bag of feathers, a firkin o? butter, a skia
of leather, or a bal? hundred weight, of tallow. If you visit him, at bis rosi-
dence, you find birn net conning over a treatise on diseases o? the brain, but
cobbling bis shoes, husking, corn, or ingeniously threading apples together,
into, those festoons that are o? sucli value as stores for winter. The ]awyer
tee, is sabjected te the saine fitful existence. The practice of bis profession is
inadequatce to bis support, so that hie is compelled to unite it with other avoca-
tions. le teaches sehool, carnies on a farm, manages a shop, cts as auctioneer,
or possihly doos the littde ndlling and grinding that is wantedl in a scattered
district. The pastors range of reading is not extensive. On Sunday he is
valued, according as hoe cen speek froni morn to dewy eve to his flock eollected
from aflir. They coming frorn miles around demand* a mneal that shall ho huge
in quantity, whatever thse nicely enitical, might think in reference ta ils quality.
On other days hoe visits through a district so poonly connected by roads, that
a journey of a few miles lias the dignity and thse events eof a oilgrimiage. This
person visited at bis dwelling will ho found at the interesting employrnent eof
breaking fiax, nsowing grass, or butchering a pig. If in the evening af a vell
spent life, his toils will ho less severe, hie wil mend the rakes, feed the cattle,
or rua candies in a tin nmould. Thse avocations that in old and densely peapled


