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DESIGN AND WORK IN CABINET FURNITURE.
B Y A. Cx BE.

The accompanying sketch is a design for a wardrobe, executed
in Anterican walnut. This suite is suitable for a bedr-oom of
large dimensione, and consista of the wardrobe here shown, a six-
posted bed, cheval glass with pedestals, washstand, night coin-
mode, three chairs, and a towel horse, together with window cor-
nices to match.

The American walnut is generally straight in the grain, and
with littie or no figure. In the present design the whole is solid,
iqo part being veneered, and ail the euttings and chamferings are
ebonized.

The wardrobe cansiats of a base or plinth, 5 in. deep, on whicli
reut four carcases. The low caresse in the centre containa three
drawers ; it is 2 ft. 6 in. high, and 3 ft. 5 in. acroas the face ; over
it is a caresse, saine depth and breadth. It has twa broad pani-
nelled haffits, and a deor with a mirror in the centre. Inside
this caresse are three shelvea. The two winga are eaeh 24 in.
square and 5 ft. 6 in. high. They are used for hanging garinenta,
and are fitted with brasa hooks for that purpase. The three car-
nices are made separately, and fixed in tiieir places with screws.
The comnices consist of a J square fillet, a 2 in. frieze, then a 1J1
in. cavetta, and over it an inverted ovolo, and over ail a block-

igcourse, 2 in. high, and eut s shown. The doors and outer
1ab les are framed of li in. wood. These frames are cheeked
nOt grooved) an their inner edges for the panels, the latter being

fitted in after polishing, and fsstened with beaded slips, 3.16 in.
thick. The gables of the inner caresses need flot b. walnut ta
the baek, only about 4Ji in. an the front edges being neeessary.
In the lower caresse they are li in. thick, ss also the shelvea
between the drawers. These latter, are, however, only 4 in.
broad, with fillets af the samne thieknesa going to the baek on
which the drawers run. The gables of the urpper centre caresse
are of îi wood. The two broad haffits on either aide of the mirror
are framed of î in. wood, with the panels let in fram behind.
The mirror frame, wbich acta as a door and is pivot-hinged, ia af
li ini. walnut. The carving on top and bottomn rails of doors la
exeouted before the doors are framed together. The base is con.
structed of solid black walnut ý in. thick, and secret dovetailed
at the cornerq, and the saine with the comnices. IL may also be
done by making base sud comnices of î pine, and clamping with #
in. walnut, mitreing the corners. In this case a molding has ta be
made and planted on uipper edge of base, ta conceal the fir. The
whole job is duil polished ; and finished with mediSval brasa
mounting. ________

G,,LanîNo FJUFTWOIZK, ETOc.-The firat thing ta be done is Lo
whiten the work. To do this acrape some whitenirîg very fine,
place it in a pipkin with a lump of gildcr's size, aud water suffi-
cient to make it of the consistency of thick cream, wheu heated
over a fire ;then, with a camel-hair pencil, paint it on tie
object several Limes, allowiug each coat to dry before applyiug
the next. When the several coatings have raised it taoi lie thick-
ness of 1.16 in. set it asi(le for twelve or more hours, to harden;
wheîî hardened snîooth the surface wvith. very fine sand-paper first,
and finally with a piece of cork ; when using the cork frequently
dip) it in water, and, when practicalde, use it in a circtular 1110-
tion. Thus far suiccessful, the iiext tlîing is to lay oit the gold.
To giNd, then), dissolve sotte gilder's-not common size-ini
watt-r, and litat, and with a full bruali lay it oit the surface of the
abject. Cut the- gold lead, on a pad of buti leathier, with a cean
cut of the knife (rnuch casier said thani doue ; perseverane, lîow-
ever, with the cost af a book or twvo of gold mutilated, and a
large amounit of patiensce exhauisted, wvîll overcoine the- difficulty),
ta the sizP required ;take tht-se up on a tip (a row ar long hairs
piaced hetivetn two bits of car Iboard)-the profesional wav ta
do this is to strike the- l'air of the- tilînais the .iildler's owit
whiskers or hair-an(l gently lay theiii on the surface af the ab-
ject, taking c-rt- that e:ich succeeýiinjg piece slightly overlaps the-
precediîîg. When dry, a iîî,all piece O>f fille slboîîge, di1)ped ini a
weak solution of size watt-r, shuuild lie gtently passed over it, to
give a uniformn appearance. If the- bright; gold requires to be
deadeued, deep orniolu should be uised iii a sintilar way af Ler siz-
ing. The- yellow used tor the, uîîgilt portions consists if gilder's
yellow, dissolved in size watt-r, and is put on with a brush.

DISSOLVING GLuE.-Thc amnount of watt-r usccessary ta dis-
solve, the glue in practice is ta puit plenty o& cold watt-r on the
glu. snd let it soak over night ; in the morning pour tihe excesa

of water AI off', and iL will be found that the glue ia mnuel
swollen and soitened, and requires nothing more than a mode-
rate ht-at-a little beloNv the boilitig point7of wattr-to hecome
liquid. As tht- better qualities of glue absorb niucli more watt-r
that tht- inferior kinda, the quantity of watt-r necesaary ta dis.
salve st-y ont- pound af glue, is quite variable, therefore no0 reli-
able measure eau be given. It is th- saine with isinglass, which.
is nothing, but another kiud of glue. Gum ragacanth takea atill
more water; this and the gum. arabie are dissolve). in as mnuch
water as wili give ta each the consistency of thick syrup. The
samne is doue with tht- solution of shelîse lu alcohol ;when ail
are mixed snd white lead addied, it has a tendency ta bt-came
thicker, b-ut this is corrected by the glycerine and alcahol, whieh,
are not absolutely ueeasary for the atieking qualities, but anly
ser;.e t.) preserve the mixture, as without thein iL soon spolIa by
the deterioration ta which glue is subjeet when kept in a iiquid
state in closed battît-s. If you leave tht- bottie open, and let the
glue freely evaporate, adding watt-r when iL becomes taa thick,
you eau keep amaîl quantities af glu. aud mucilage without aiea-
hol, any length of time, but uaL in closed battt-s.

IMITATION OAKc FLOOaS.-A simple and beautiful method of
ilving ta floors an aImost perfect appearauce af oak or waluut

Ucamne into vague in London, and is largely iucreasing in

popuiarity. The method conalat in putting one ounce Vandyke
browu in ail, three ounces jîearl ash, aud twa draehms dragou's

blood into an earthenware pan or large piteher ; an this mixture
is paured one quart boiiing water, aud the whole stirred witb a
piece of wood. The article may b. used hot or cold. The boards
are firat smaothed with a plane aud sand-papered, the cracks
being filled with plaster of Paris, and then a stiff brush is dipped
inta the stain, and wîth this iL is well rubbed in-the brueli
being rubbed lengthwise of the boards. Only s small piece is
prepared at a Lime. By rubbing in one place mare than anather,
an appearance ai oak or walnut is more apparent. Wheu quit.
dry, the boards are sized with glue size, made by boiliug glue in
water and brushing it in the boards hot, and au this beeaming
dry, the boards are papered smaoth and vamnished with brawu
hard varnish, or with oak varnish-the first-named kiud weariug
better, and drying quicker if preriously thinned with a littIe
French poliah, s smooth brisi ta be empioyed in applying iL ta
the boards.

IMiTATIbeN IvORY.-.Harris' patented imitation ivory is made
by dissolving 100 grammes ai glue in one litre af water,
50 grammes af alumn in 1 litre ai watt-r, and mixing
50 grammes of good bleached cellulose with 3.5 litre ai
water. The moulda are earefully ouled with a mixture of equal
parts of goase-grease and lard ;then a mixture is formed, in an
earthieu vessel, ai 75 grammes ai th- glue solution, 200 grammes
ai the cellulose water, 200 grammes ai water, 250 grammes ai
finely-sifted. gypsum, sud 200 grammes oi the alumi solution.
Th- mass is placed lu moulds by a spoon, shaken go as La remave
bubbles, snd let-lt L set and thieken. IL is tht-n removed from,
thse miAlds, covered with a woolen cloth, the superfluous water
pressed out, aRd suier iL has completely stiffened the fat is me-
maved by hot water. It la then dried aud soaked in a hot mix-
ture ai equal parts ai wax snd stearine. After cooling, iL is
brushed until the ivory lustre shows itself.

BLACK ENAMFL.--If Wood is imîniersed in suinhurje acid iL is
dyed. a jet black, aud when dry eau be polished'by rubbing with
a bout- spatula ;but what would suit bt-st, 1 think, is tht- follaw.
ing -(G rind( tip vt-ry flnely sorne drop biack in watt-r, put tht-
pat- in a cul)î and nsix it with a little size or very tin glue,
brush the wood over wvitls this, le-t it dry, saudpaper iL sud give
it siiotiser coat, allowving that ta dlry well, sud again apply some
worn eînery or sandiper. If well covered you may 110w Frenchi
polishi, when yon will have a brillianit black surface. If it la not
a flat surface, brtnsh over with a coat or twnofa poiah, vamnisis,
made the saime as French poliah, only s littie tîsieker.

EýîNIOS.rNG WOOD.-The wood to b. omnamented ia firat
worked out ta its proposed shape ;tht-n with a blunt steel tool,
tihe ilîttemui la made, by driviug it cautiaualy su as not ta break
the g'rain oi tIhe wood, till the- deptb of tise depression is equal
tu the intended proininen-1ce ai the figures. The ground is then
reduced by planing(1 or fihiîsg ta tise level of the depresaed part.
After which tht- wood being plact-d in~ watei, the part depressed
will rîse to its fornmer lieicht, and tîsus form. an enîbossedi pst-
tetrn. Aisather process is ta use- metallic dies, wlsich are made
red-hot, and then pressed on tise wood. Tht- pattera being thus
burlut ini, thse clsased~ portions are bmusbed out, sud tise deaigns
fin ishedl by lsaîd.

[February, 1880.


