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MIR. GOLDWIIN SMUITH'S LECTIEýÙS A.ND ESSAkYS.

A HOLIDAY PAPER.

BY TIIE REV. J. Fl. STEVENSON> D.fl.

Any book by M&r. Croldwin Smith is full of interest. Ilis mid
is not easy to classify, indeed, but for that very reason, among
others, his vicws become an instructivc. and entcrtaining subject
of study. iMost minds refleet the average tone of contemporary
thought and feelirig only too exactly. They are plastic in excess
to the spirit of the age, with scarcely a throb of individual char-
acter or afla.sh of original insight. So val uablei15any divergence
from the beaten track that even eico1entricity, if it ho flot too
seif-conscious, is a relief anid a Wtirulant and anytbing like fresh-
ness and novelty of velu is a positive boon.

The main position of iMir. Mill's essay on Liberty is, I think,
incapable of a successful answer. Both tr-uth and good nes, as
ho maintained, are brought ont by the froc contact of ail forms
of honest thought and genuine icling. Tho man, t.berefore, is
best serving bis fellows -vbo resolutely refuses to, smotbcr bis
convictions or in any way to play tricks with himsclf Hle cau
give us nothing botter thai he lias, and ho bas nothing botter
than his real character and his deliberate thinking. 'We are flot
ail great men, but -%ve ina-ty ail be true men'5 true at least to our-
selves.


