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THE STATUS 0F EDUCATION AT THE CLOSE 0F
TIlE CENTUIRY *

By Pr.of. N. M. B3UTLER, of Cohinibia University.

l"Development so rapid, changes so startling, inventions
so undreamed of crowd each other in a whirl of confusing
images when we try to picture this century and to note its
salient facts. More leaders of enterprise and more captaiïàs
of industry have appeared during this 100 years than in all
provious recorded Ilistory. flow can ail this be interpret-
cd ?

",The wisest answer seems to me to be this: The nine-
teenth century is pre-eminently the period of individual
Iiberty-political, religious, intellectual, industrial; and its
manifold triumphs snd achievenients are due to, the large
oppor tunities which have been grranted to individual initia-
tive and to individual expression. The greatness, the
shortcomings and the contradictions of the llineteenth, cen-
tury are alike due to, this.

IlEducation, as a matter of course, has always horne the
impress of the civilization whose product it wnas. In 1848

SSoine intercsting statrnents fromn an address on this subýject before a Con-
vention of the Dcpartmnent Superintendents of the National Educational Associa-
tion.


