
UNI VERSITY 0F OTTAWA REVIEWV. 47

grenlius, especi;dly the gre-atest, 'l Canterburv Ta les," inasmuchi as
thev a ccurately portray the custoiws and manners of his own tim-res,
-ire invaltiable as a complete refutaion af the calumnnies heaped
upon mredieviil timres by m-,odiert writers. They are replete witlî
reféreceS, ta the beliéf and practice ai the Church, and althowngh
the authar sometimes speaks cisparagingly of moniks and ather
ecclesiastics, on the wlio]e the rnasterly pictir lie clraw~s of the
Cvfflialic fourteentlî ceni urv is such ias by arnusing- the interest
and admiration af ie re'tder, is calculated ta leave ail impression
strongly favorable ta CathlicIitismi. But it is ini bis shorter poeins
especially timi we find C;t.rsspirit a.s:erting it!seit. ihat lie
wvas iiini,,iteci 1 v ;t lif*elong ai sincere devotion ta, theo Bl'essed Vir-

gcini is the .surest sigu i f is eset:!vCaflolie nature. Besides
-an original poeil beginnim n"'M other ift God anîd Virgiin unde
riled," we have a tra;iîslioni frami the Freticib kniovn as ''Chau-
cer's A, B, C," wvhich consisis of twenty-tlîree stanzas, each bc-
gîinning by a letter af the alphabet ini regular arcler. One stanza
;vill serve ta illustrate fis reverert and beautiful spirit of filial
piety towards thie \Tirgiîî Moîlier:

Glorieuise inayde andi n-oder ! -%vihicle thit ilever«
Were bitter nar in carthe nor in see,
But full ai sweetncesse and of mcrcye ever,
Help, that nîy fader be niot wvrath !"

Now~ that the drooping- flower af Cathalicisni is beginning ta,
revive iii England, the works-ý af this great singer xvill attract, mare
attention than fornierly and tlîeir spirit of useful influenice %vill be
g reatly %videned.

But the pochec outburst w hici rnarked the later years af the
fourteenth century clased as suddenlv as il. began. For anc hiun-
dred years afier the deailh of Chaucer there \%-as a deplarable
dearth ai dlistinguishied writers. XVith the exception of the coin-
pa-,ra-tively uinimpartant works af John Lydgate, a Beniedictinie
mionk wha-Ii 'as conlsidered the greatest, poet and sclholar of biis
timie, this century of gloomt was relieved by ocnlv ane notable ad-
dlition ta the literature, af the nation. If there wvere others they
liave ilot been preserved. 'l'le '-Pâston Letters," as this litik iii
our hiistory is knowîi, conisistîs cf the corresp)ondcence cf the P'as-
tan faniily, presuiiiaffly that of a couîîtr- squire. Thiîs importanît

477


