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whiere the sanie initrepîd î%'arriors landed thieir hosts, for France
Crave up1 Normiandy, Englaiîd gave lier entire kingdorn, ItaIy ceded
part of lier territory, white Ireland gave to these br:,.ve Norsemeii
for their inhleritance a briny ocean grav'e. Truly Irislrnen have
prov'ed by thlese deeds atonle, that they loved their country with an
all-sacrificing love.

Notwitis taiidiing thieir intense love for E rin, the children
of St. Patrick have iîever forgotten the sacreci dutv' of !oy ingr the
Chutrcl more tlian country. 0f this they gave a grand proof at
thc lime of thc so-called Reformiation. Irelanci w~as thien dis-
united and had beenl so for four liundred vears. Kingys ci isputed
%vitli one anlother the supremie rule ini the isle, chief wvarred upon
chief. National unity seemied gone forev'er, since flot even tlie
danger froni enemies without could inspire the chieftains %vith
w~iser counsi.els. B3ut no, not yet. W'hat: love for countrv could
not do, love for religion wvas quickly to accoiliplisli. Henry VIII.
and Elizabe~th wvere bo be tlie saî'iors of Ireland's nationality. Tliey
had abancloied Ille Catlhclic faithl-the faitlî to wvhich thleir
ancestors hiad clung, for a thousand years-they liad even invented
a religion of thieir own, and having hadl it accerted by thieir
coulilrynien, ilhcy tried Io force it unpon the people of lreland. The
resuit wvas wonderful. At once, by a comnicn impulse the barriers
of Ille clan wverc thrown doivnl, pety quarrels "'ere forgotten and
the entire nation ralliei to tie stanldard of tic cross, arouind whiclî
they have stood to this day.

The Irish have loved thieir Chiurcli with an unparalled love.
Siiîce Patrick tauglit the nation the Truth Divine more than 1400
years ago, nieyer lias tliis race elect rejected one iota. of the Cliurch's
teaclîizî, nor adliered to doctrines tlîat have fallen unlder Uic
Churclî's censure. Herasv appeared but once ini tlîe island, and
even thlen it wvas fostered not by Irish but by .Anglo-Normans.
te It is a rernarkable fa-ct," says FatlîerThébaud, S.J., ini his "Irish

Race," "«that at the begi nning- of tie fourteentl century the naine
of lieresy is nienîiozied for uIl first and last tirne; tic newv
doctrines bearing a close reseniblaiîce ta sonie of the errors of the
AIL-igenses, and îlîeir chief propagators beingr ail lords
of the Pale." He furîlier adds tliat «« the number of tlîe
sectarians wvas so sniall as Io become alnîiost insigni ficant;


