
Continental istvibution of iflora
anib lauina.

UCII a broad subjeet as this cannot, of course, be treat-
ed in detail within. the 1imits of an essay. 1l inust,
therefore, confine myseif to general rexnarks upon the
chiaracteristies of the different continents. To s;implfy
the -%vork 1 shial treat totally, first, the thora, secondly,

the fauna.

Our own continent, Northt America, is indeed favored
by nature, yet its thora l)ossess few characteristies to distinguishi
it fromi correspond.ring regions of Europe and Asia. In the nortli
and along thie Atlantic and Pacifie coasts there are vast forest
regions-pne, cedar, spruce, in the north and east; pine, tir, and
eypress in tlie wcst. Tie hardy cereals of the north-central plains
give wvay to iaize anid fruit trces as one goes south. In the dry,
arid regions of the south-west grows the cactus, indigenous and
peculiar to America.

Asia and Europe may be eonsidlered together, as they are re-
markable for the similarity of their flora. A great number of
useful plants are indigenous to those parts of Europe and Asia«,
bordering on the M-\editerraniean. I-lere we find the cork-eak, box,
cherry, peach and date trecs, bernies of iuany kinds and aroinatie
lierbs. Eastern Asia. grows its tea and rie. Southern Asia is
respiendent iu a trop ical vegetation of maugroves, palmns, bayan
fig trees, h)amboos, ai hiing -with festoons of vine. Valuable
trees. such as teak, sandal-wood, ebony, gutta-percha, are also
found hiere. Trees are, in faet, a, source of great revenue for tliis
region, spitzcs, dycs. gpins and resins being d erived fromn thein.
Tropical fruits a.nd vegetables are also abundant.

Afnica presents a. vaniety of regions. North Africa, bord-
ering on thie Mc:eruais sinilar, in its thora, to Europe.
Equatoniai Africa d ispi ays tropical mnagnificenfce -thIoughi woods
alteruate wvith grassy, treeless, plains. Thie region contains a
great varicty of pahins, ineluding the doom, date, deleb and wvine
palmn, wvhiIe the mnassivc baobab, thie grotesque pandanxis and the
tamariud arc eliaractenistie. The dry, elevated plateau of South
Africa« is remarlkable for the gorgeous hues of its flowers. The
floweriiig plants of this region number hundreds of species of
hicathis, proteas, gladiolus and geraniunis. Corresponding to the
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