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Tire quiet day in winter bcauîy closes,And sunset cloutts aie tiged with cimson dye,r
As il the blushes orf Our iaded rosesa

Came brick ta tint tbis som~bre Chistmas skv.e

We sit sud watcb thet wiligîît daiken slawly
Dies the lat gleain upan the lune hilîide;

And in the stilîness gnowing Ilelp anti hoy,
Ouîr Christmas guesîs corne in iis eventitte.t

They enter sotly ; sanie with baby~ face-ý,a
Whase sweet blue eves have icarceli loolced an litev

W.e bid them welcanie ta iheir vacant places;1
Tbey wvon the pesce, and never lcnewr the >trile

Andi soute with steadat glances ment us grevely,
Their lands ipoint hackw3rd in the pastis they irati

Dearanes. wc know huw long ye strug~ged btjavely,
And (lied uupon tht battilield uit od.

Andiorne aie bere who.c patient iouls wcît îîven
DJy aur bard avrds attad oks ai colti disclae

Ah. loving beais, tu speak of wrong forgiven.
Ve caine ta visit our dark world again!

Biut Ont there is maie mmnd than any ther,c
Wbose presmnce ills the slent h'use wihliîght

Tht IPtince aif!Veace. aur gracitius Lîder lriher,
Cones ta Ilis birihilay teasi mith us ta nigh.

Thou wbo watt birni andti cadled in a manger,
llath gladdtned our por earth i wth hope anîd retiç

O best belos éd, corne n,ýi as a sîranger,
bsut tarry, Lard, aur Frienti and Chrîiiînas Guesi.
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WONI»EN 11'RtiACHERS.

There is a strange prejudîce against womnen prtaching.
But certainly this dots not camne froîn a study ai tht wholei
Bible. It tests upon isolated passages, and these, ton, inter-1
pneted in a somewbat questionable way. In tht Word ai
God tire have beautilul illustrative instances af women doing
a grand work for Christ in tht proclamation ai is Gospel,
veriiying that word af David " lTht Lord givetb tht Word ;
the aomren that pubiisb thet tdings are a great hast." Ps. lxviii.
i i. Revised Version.

Thteavaman ai Samaria. John iv. 28, 29, 39.
Philip, tht evangelist's four daughters. Acts x'I. 9.
Priscilla expounded tht way ta Apollos. Acts Xviii. 26;

Romans xvi. 3.
Tryphena, Tryphosa and Persis. Romans xvi. 12.

1% Phebe, a servant ai tht Church and a succuorer ai saints.
Romans xvi. i .

Pan! refers ta women wha labauned with im in tht Gnspel.
Phil. iv. 3.

Mary Magdalene witnessed ta Cbist's resurrectian. John
XL. 18.

These rnay be taken as the fruit of tht fulfilment ai Jael's
prapbecy quoted by Peter on tht Pentecost : I will pour out
my Spirit on ait flesh ; and your sans and daughlerssha?/5ra-
j5hesy . . . . and an my servants andi on >ny /andmaidens
1 ailI pour ont in those days ai my Spirit-, and they s/ta//ro-
>phesy. '~

Some may say: But they do flot mount a pulpit." No;
but where they speak, tht spot becomnes sacred andi more glor-
ious than if il were a pulpit ai marbît, or ai olive wood irom
Jerusalem. It is boly ground.

A PRE VALENT OFFENCE.

It is probably no exaggeration ta Say that two-tirds aI ail
the talk fioaing about through sacieîy regarding persans and
families is absolutely withont foundation. Over every comn-
naunity ontehIay observe at times this mist ai misreprtenta-
tian and misundcrstanding, sufficiently tangible ta blur tht
otline and harmony ai things, but neyer tangible enough ta
be traced back ta ils oigin so that responsibility can be fast-
ened. Not long ago, in a Cburcb in anther section oi the
country, it aas sud'4 enly reported from moth ta mouth that
there was serins dissatisiaction with thteninister in charge;
a man oai the greatest sincerity, integrity and fidelity, respect-
ed and beloved. There was instantly great anguisb af ind
on.the part ai many worthy people, who resented tht injus-
tic, and wha dcîested tht sort ai spirit which maniiests itseli
in Church divisions. Presently it occurred ta a few sceptical
spirits ta ascertain the dimensions ai tht dissatisiactian. They
aent toala! tht persans whose names wene mcntioned in con-
nexion with tht mavement, and from each they received flot
only a positive dîsclaimer, but a protestation ai absolute
ignorance ; and bath the protestation and the disclaimer were
truc. Tht whale dissatisiactioti exieted in tht mnd af ane
wthI-meaxing but excecdingly irresponsible aoman, wba had
excited herself ta such a degret and talked wih sncb valu-
bility that she bad persuaded herseli and aimost canvinced a
congregatian that there aas a serins disturbance at hand.
This woman meant fia evil, but skie cansed a great deal ai
snffering, and she might have been tht occasion ai a great
piece ai injustice. There is no way ai punishing such an
offence as this, althongh it is an offence which society ougbî
ta b. able in same way ta bring home ta tht offender. Tht
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absolute lack af responsibility wbich a good miany well.
meaning people show in the matter of talking would be
incredible if one werc not canstantly caming upon illustrations
oi its extent. Mlen and women give forth impressions and
repeat, without qualification or condemnatian, statements
regarding others whicb have absolutely no foundation in iact,a
and ta ascertain the truth or falsity ai whicb flot the slightest
effort bas been made. These people would shrink from the idea f
ai burning down a man's bouse or taking a ten.dollar bill outofai
bis pocket ; but they do flot hesitate ta smircb his character or
destroy hispeaceof mind,calamities much mort difficult to tear
than the results ai arson or theit. Society stands in great need
ofisound education regarding personal responsibility for talk t
which affects the character and standing af thers.-Christian
Union.

CII URCH SOCIE TIRS.

In regard ta the many sacieties organîzed ta do certaint
kinds ai relîgiaus work, the New York Examiner utters aj
word af caution, lest the good work they are daing may bc
averdone in some directions. Il remarks :

It was recently remarked in a public address thal many
churches are very busy in organizing societies ta supersede
themselves. To ane who believes that Christ made no mistake
wben He instituted the Cburcb ta evangelize the world, therc
seenis ta becrnuch in popular methods ta justîly Ibis pungent
ctiticism. And vet there is no objection ta any number afi
sacieties i/dn t/he C/turc/r. The practical difficutty is imdt-
cated by those tbree italicized wards, naniely, tht tendencyj
ai these societies ta get out ai the current ai Church
life, out ai the contrai af tht Church, and ta regard
themselves as something apart and différent from, even
superior ta, the Cburch. Thase speciaUy interested in at
given department ai work are so inclined ta make a "'hobby "1
ai it, ta regard it as the be-all and end.all ai the Churcb, and
ta judge barshly aIl wbo do flot ltke their view ai the relative
importance ai things. Young Cristians-just becausethtey
are young, and therefore ardent and inexperienced-are espec.
ially hiable ta commit this errar. For this reasan tbey sbauld
bc wary and watcbful, lest in e..cess ai devotian ta their awn
peculiar organizatian tbey fail in devotion ta larger interests.
Tht sentiment ai loyalty ta the Cburch, ilflnot developed in
youtb, is very likely neyer ta develop.

CUL 771VA TE A C HE ERFUI, DISI>OSI TION.

A cbeeriul disposition is ont ai tht happiest ai earthly bIts-
sngs. Like mercy, it is nat strained, and blessing bisn that
gives, blesses alsa him that takes, and is niigbtiest in the
inightiest. Tht marose man, the scold and complainer, tht
hectoring critic and iault*finder bas hîs misery pictured in

is countenance, and bis shadaw is cast balefuly wherever be
appears. H is opposite is tht man afigenial spirit, who sets tht
good side if there bie one, who srniles, bas a word ai kindness,
and whn turns benevolently towards the world in which, be-
cause it is a pleasure for him ta do sa, he desires ta cast a
little sunshine and radiate a fiitîtChristian warmtb. it so
happens sometimes that because of the perversions men art
addicted ta, and no less in religion than in other things, thty
forget the blessedness of the brigbt eye and glowing face, and
therefare manifest their piety by groan, scowl, and austere re-
buke ai aIl about tbem. Very brigbtly rose the sun this
marning. A radiance full ai colour and sparkle adorned the
east and spread itself over a portion ai tht sky, filling the
earth with laugbter, also, and making it-gay witb sang. David
neyer saw tht Palestinian hilis clap their hands mare joyously
than did these American ants, al drilled, and excavated as
they are, nar did the carn-laden vales ai tht sacred arient
ever stnd up a swecter music than these, so discordant as
they sametimes become wben intrudec. upon by modern traf-
ic. On the brow of tht west sat -i frown, black and reprov-
ing, as if ta remind the opposite horizon afilis vanity and
thoughtlessness amidst the seriaus and solemn realts oailis
existence. But tht smile went on ; it won its way, also, and
even in the '<evening time it was ligbt," for la, tht clauds bad
vanished and tht lustre ai the morning, chastened into a
beauty more heavenly than befare, w..s reigning supreme at
the gaing down af tht sun. Anîd 50 it is wth the Christian
sou! wbich bas in it tht ligbt ai Gad ; s0 is the lufe lîved un-
der the influence ai Himi wha is tht lîght ai tht world.-
United Presbyterian.

MIS UNDERS TA NDINIGS.

A great deal ai unbappiness in home lufe cames fram mis-
understanding the people ane lives with. Each af us as more or
less affected by tht personal împression of a conversation,
incident or episode. Thte way it strikes us is very apt ta pusb
quite out ai sigbt the way it may strikt another. In canse-
quence we risinterpret maods, or attribute ta aur kindred
motives whicb have neyer occtil'ed ta them. Tht quiet man-
nier is taken ta mean irritatiaa when il is simply weariness, or
the impulsive speech is suppased ta spring fram anger, wben
it may bave its arigin in embarrassment or in indiscretion. At
ait events. lire wauld be smoather in many a home if every-
body would endeavour ta understand i& or ber neighbour in
tht home, and if everybaody were taken at the best, and flot
at tht worst, valuation.- Christian Intellifencer.
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SE VEN WVA YS 0F GI VIIt'G.

i. The Careless Way.-To give sometbing ta every cause
tbat is presented, witbaut enquiring into its nîerits.

2. Tht Impulsive Way.-To give (rom impulse, as mucb
and as aiten as lave and pity and sensibility prompt.

2. Tht Lazy Way.-To make a special effort Ia tarmomnty
for benevolent abjects by fairs, festivals, etc.

4. The Self.denying Way.-To save tht cost af luxurnts
and apply tbem te) purposes ai religion and cbarity. This
may lead ta asceticîsm and self-complaisance.

5. Tht S>'atematic Way.-Ta lay aside as an offeéring ta
God a del nite portion ai aur gains.-ane-tenth, one-fiftF, ont-
third or one-balf. This is adapted toaail, whether poor or
ricb, and gifts wotild b. greatly increased if it were generally
practised.

6. The Equal Way.-Ta give ta Gad and tht needy Just as
mîîcb as wespend an ourselves.

7. Tht Heraic Way.-To limit aur expenditure ta a cer-
tain sum, and give away ail the rest ai Our incarne. This -<as
John Wesley's way.- T/he Silver Trupnpe.

SELF-LIFE OR CHA'IST-LIFE.

It is in proportion as we curtail tbe self-lueé that we in-
crease the Cbnist-life. Michael Angelo v'as wont ta say ai the
cbippings tbat fell thick an the floor ai bis studio, IlWhile the
marbît wastes, the image graws "; and so as we chip away
aurselves by claily watchiulness and seli.denial, thet hife af
J esus becomes mort manifest in aur montai body (<2 Car. iv.
1o,11i).

A rose-bud may be gnafied inta a briar, but the briar muqt
neyer be allowed ta put forth its own shoots beneath it, or
they wil! drain away its strengtb ; sa the gardener is ever
merc.lessly budding tbem off.

Aiter tht same manner must we deal witb eveny assertion
oi self. "I have been, and amn, crucifled with Christ...
Christ liveth in me"-Rtv. F. B. Mey er.

TOC CHARY 0F I>RA ISE.

WVe are tao cbary ai praise. 1 thinle we must confound
praise and flattery. 1 was much impressed once witb seeing
how deteriined Uaod is tbat people who do right shauld b.
praised. Sa lie bas taken it upon Himself, and says: " A
woman who féateth the Lord, îlte shait bt praisedY" But,
alas, it is aiten aiter she bas gant mcom eartb, and then we
say sl't was very sweet I Wby didn't you tell ber sa when
she was here ?

1 bad a dear friend once who had an an!y little daughter.
She wanted bpr ta b-i so perfect that she was always pointing
ont ber imperfections, and sbe did flot see that what the cbild
needed was praise. Ont daV when, in ber claset, tht child
was kneeling at ber side, she was so drawn out in tbankiul-
ntss for thc blessings ai ber lueé, and especially for the sweet
child Gad had given ber, that she became entirely unconscionus
ai the little ane at ber side. As soan as the mather ceased,
the child tbrew ber arms about ber motber's rîeck and
exclaimed : "Oh, mother, how you dîd brag about me ta
God 1 Now 1 wîli be good."

Suppose vau make a trial ai tbis on same frozen ones
around yau. You complain that tbey are cold ; perhaps you
don't tbink haw much tbey bave ta chaI! them ; but try this
way ai hnanging out the feelings tbat lie buried, and that lave
and praise may restare. Wt sing :

Touched :)y a human heart, awakened by kindntas,
Cords that were braken avilI vibrate once mnore.

But do it as well as sing it.

PUBL'SHIiRS' DEPARTMENT.

REPAD OURII'REMIUM t.tSt-AC IN 1l dIlt.IVIN4G

A New Y'ear's gift can nat be.secured on easier terms tban
by getîing tip a club.

Lessan Schemes for Prcsbyterian Sabbath scbools now
ready ta bt sent out. Sixty cents per hundred, postage pre-
paid.

Our Sabbath school papens for i891 will be unusuallygaod.
Already arrangements are perfected for illustrations next year.
Why send your maney abroad wben you cari do betten at
home? Tht SAEB>.TH SCI1OOL.PRESBYTERIA14 is farwarded
at tht rate ai $10 per bundred copies, publisbed rnontbly.
EARLY DAYS, intendcd for tht infant class, us published twice
a month at tht follawing rates: Four copies, $r per annum;
Ten copies: $2 per annum ; Twenty copies, $3 per annumn;
Thirty copies, $4.25 per annum ; Forty copies, $5.5o per
annum ; Fiity copies, $63oa per annum ; For zoa capies and'
upwands, at tht rate ai 312 per zoo, or 12C. per copy per
annuin. Postage fret.

PERSONAL LIB3ERTY
VS.

PHYSICAL SLA VER Y.

We are ail fret Amenîcan citizens, enjaying aur pensonal
liberty ; but mnast ai us are in physical slavery, sufferinu. (rom
scrofula, sait rhenm or some other farm ai impure blood.
Hoad's Sarsaparilla is the great blood purifier whic'a dissolves
the bonds af disease, gives health and perfect physical
liberty.


