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ONE cannot help admiring the manner in. w!nich the
American people bow to the vate of the majority even
though the majority s provekingly small A few of
tue professional puliticans talk hont an © :nppml'tn
arms,” and “fighting it out t the hitter end? and in
dulge muck heruics of variws K'nts, but the gand
citizens of all partics say let the will of *he people rule
if the majority be but vne  We have unt seen any
thing finer in spirit for many a day than the utterances
on this point of the great religious journals of tl.w
North. The New York £rangeliss was strongly in
favour of Blaine, but bows to the popular will in a
most admirable artidde whch it ends by sayng:
“Even though we may aut like Cleveland it is mare
Christian to gy for him than te anathematize him "
Other journals writc in the same strain Our neighhours
know that they are a stif gmerneld people. and that
the majonty st rule or ther Petvnerary minst turn
into chaos. The Christian people of the great Re-

_public save " from destructinn If the 'l('s't:ny of tl::-
country wa. I in the hands of the professional pali
ticians the Iife of the Republic would seon come to an
end.  Scurvy politicians often sueer at the Church.
Were it not for the Church they would not have a
country to rob.  Real statesmen know thrs and ac-

knowledge it, too.

THERE 15 a rathar amusing controversy going on
just now hetween Dr. Newman Smyth, one of 'thc
apostles of the new Andover T hl‘:olog._\! and the New
York Evangehst.  The L cang list cru.mscd sOme re-
cent wnings of the t\lld(l\('l: theologian and r:n.hcr
damaged them by the handling In fact the editor
was altogether too strong for the professor of the new
school. The professor sought space to lepl).' and the
Evangelist gaven, though publishers rardly give space
to an author to reply to critiusiis that he humself in
vites. A sccond article foliowed .u.ul spact was again
given to a complaint that the :'.:ftr"g,"'l_la_‘l hnd.nm
properly compreherded the wrder's positions, The
Evangelist saysit comprehended all thatwas written in
so far as it could comprehend such “ncbuluus™ matter,
and asks Dr. Smyth to try and say what ke duc.s“m.c.‘m.
Dr. Sinyth was rejected some yearsago by the Visitors
of Andover on the ground that hie lachad p:ofuund
ness of thought and preaisin of capiession. He s
not gaining much 1 precision of cxpressiun asevety-
body knows who tries to waue through s Lapositions
of the new theology. May it nu Le that d‘.c new
theology is itself nebulous.”  When a han whe has
no precisior of expression, and no dear views of lrut.h
to express, undertakes o instrudt others he makes it
very hard for his readers.

THE Aail has been trymy to show lately that the
Christian rebgion 1s in great danger of beng bamished
from this carth. The speaal thing that we wish to
notice here 1s the pecubiar way that vur contemporary
dyoves some of its positions.  After making a number

of statements the evidence i produced in this way .
# A wnter in such and such a tagazine says su and
so.? Now, docs the Maz” really expect that anybody
at this timr, of day will acpt a magazane artide as
conclusive proof that * hr.stunity is dying vut? The
magazine itself may ! cinfiddd vn agnusta, and U would
be just as reasonable 10 accepl Wls stateuicnts abuut
Christiamity as accept all the /e says about Tories
or the Aas! about Grits.  The writes i the magazine
may be a soured, disapponted man ; he may be a
crank ; he may be a feol; possibly he may be an
avowed agnostic or an agnostic in disguise. Wemake
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no speaial reference to anything the ai/ actually did
quote, but desire to say that our contempuorary’s style
of argument 1s an exceedingly poor one, Ve could
casily show from magazimne artictes that ditly new..-
papers are hitle better than a nuisance,  Hroes the
dMarl think so?  The Marf pudes aitsell on ats ood
Enghsh. Richand Grant White, a noted magazine
writer, thinks daly newspapers we wirtupung the
language. Does the Jasi think su?

A FEW years ago one of our western ministers
preached a senies of sermons to s congregation on
theordimances of the Gospel, and of course gave a ser-
mon or two on Baptuism.  The rev, gentleman was
astonished to ind the datly papers teting the world
once worning after he had preached on Bapusin that a
great controversy was raging i lus town on the im-
mersion question.  Paincaipal Grant 1s having a sie
lar expenience in Ringston just now. The learned
Principal 1s preaching a series of university sermor
on the Gospel comnussion, and Bishop Cleary, of the
Limestone Lity, has sard some things that are suppuscd
to be cnticisms of the Prinaipal’s views on nuracies.
L he public are of course duly informed that a great
controversy s raging between Prnapal Grant and
Bishop Cleary.  Now, 1t seetns to us that the proper
course 1n such circumstances 1s for every preacher to
go nght on as Pnnopal Grant 1s doing and say to lus
own congregauon just what he intended to say with-
out the shightest regard to outside criticism.  Surely
a mimster can preach to Ins own congregation what
he believes to be true without being charged with pro-
voking controversy. Surcly he can say what he be-
ieves to be the truth about Bapuistn without being
accused of attacking the Baptists and what he believes
to be true about nuracles without bemng accused of at-
tacking the Koman Catholic Church., The far, manly
way s to preach what we believe as a church to be
uue, and if Bishop Cleary or any other man does not
ke st lus dishke 15 lus own affur, Presbytenan mims-
tersare not supposed to please Lathohic Bishops by their
sermons.  1f they did they would not be Presbyterian
misters very long,

o —

THE SACRED BIOGRAPHY*

T most teresting of all biographies is the life of
Jesus Christy the God-man.  The mspired prophets
foretold His advent, described His characteristics, pre-
dited His sufferings, death and rising again from the
dead, and the universal triumph of His kingdom. The
four csangehsts narrated the leading inaidents of His
ceventful life, and the remarkable circumstances at-
tending His crucitinion.  They also give clear indi-
cations of the scope and spirit of His teaching. His
apostles after His ascenston continued to preach His
truth while hfc lasted. In the apostolic and subse-
quent ages great mterest 1 the life of Jesus was mani-
fested. Numerous pseudo-gospels went into circula-
tion, an'' traditiorr was busy 1n constructing impossible
fictions.

Anmud the complex forces of the present there 1s no
dimmution of the mterest felt in the marv.llous hife
of the Sonof Man. !n our own day destructive cnti-
cism and consecrated learning alike have been de-
voted to a close study of the hfe and teaching of
Jesus of Nazarceth. The avowedly hosule wark of
Strauss and his imitators, the plausible negations of
Renan have their counterparts in the erratic bnil-
liancy of * Lecce Homo,” and in Young’s moi¢ just and
reverent “ Chnist of History,” in Farrars * Life of
Christ,” and in the comprchensive work beanng the
same title by Dr. Cunningham Getkte.  All of these
works have been extensively read, showing that the
object to which they are devotedis still one of ab-
sorbing interest to thousands of thoughtful and ntel-
ligent readers.

Distinct from any of the works just nained another
valuable contnbution to tlis department of Christian
Apologetics has recently been added, * The Life and
Times of Jesus the Messiah.” Its author was specially
qualificd for the work he has undeitaken and executed
with so nauch alality. A Jew by birth and cducation,
he came to r..lize that Jesus was the Messiah pro-
nused to the fathers.  He accepted His teaching and
entered un His service. For a time he laboured as a
musstonary to his kinsmen on the continent of Europe.

*Tur Lire AND TIMES OF Jesvs vue MEessian. By
Alfred Edersheira. M. A., Oxon,, D.D., Ph.D. Two volumes.
(New York: Anson D. F. Randelph & Co.; Totontos
Williamson & Co.)
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Then bie accepted a charge n connection with the
Free Church of Scotland, in Old Aberdeen.  He after.
warus lecame Warburtonan lecturer at Lincoln's Inn.
He has through hie been a most diligent student and
has made saluable contnbuticns to philosophieal -
crature,

Amuny, the studies owcupying s attention he has
given an important place to Hebrew literature in alk:
its branches,  He is thoroughly conversant with Rab-
binic lore,  The cultivation of this particular ficld has:
cnabled him to render the im1 srtant service to sacred!
truth of which these wolumces are the result.  Dr.
s-dershenn ndicates that the prin. 'ty purpuse of his
work s, frum carcful and independen. soudy, ta ascer-
tasny the meaning of Chast's bfe , o recoh the truth
urespective uf consequences.  Mlus purpose has been
steaddy adhered o throughou, the wwo volumes of
which the work consists.  The esuld arrived at by the
author, and doubtless by many candid readers also,,
15 & dlearer understanding of the person and work of
Chirist, a profounder love for Him and a firmer con-
viction than ever that Hess all He cdauns to be. Im
sending forth his book the author says, “Ifanything
personal may mtrude into these concluding hines, I
would fiun also destygnate what 1 have wnitten as #po-
cugta pro vatd met (ahke in s fundamental direction
and ¢ en ecclesiasticallyy, if indeed that may be called
an A pologra winch 1s the confession of this inmost con-
victwn of mind and heart. “ Lord, to whom shall we
go? The words of eternal life hast Thou! And
we have believed and know that Thou art the Holy
onc of God.”

Another object aimed at w the * Life and Times
of Jesus ™ was to delincate the actual etrcumstances of
the time in which He lived, the mantiers and customs
of the people, the intellectual and spiritual life of the
age, and the special influences moulding these. This
may be said to be one of the distinctive features of
the present work, It not only gives movement and
colour to the narrative, but the clear and keen per-
ceptions of the water enable lnm to separate what 1s
essenual for lis purpose from what is accidental or
trivial.  There 1s no wearisome ennumeration of need-
less details cumbenng lus pages. \What is fitted to
remove miscunception and give a definite view to thes
reader, is plainly and conciscly stated. Much valu~
able informauion is imparted sn reasonable limits, and
all subordinated to the principal obsect the author has
n view,

There is also an admirable analysis of the intellec-
tual and religious thought and opinion in our Saviour’s
time, This 1s done for the purpusc of clearing away
the objections that the infidel, rationalistic and mythic
theorics have sought to raise.  Here, too, it will be
felt that Dr. Edersheim has done his work well. He
has written with candour and honesty of purpose. It
may not be that to every reader he ofters an cntirely
satisfactory solution of all difficulties, but to the candid
truth-secker he affords assistance.

‘The main body of the work is also a very valuable
clucidation of the Gospel narrative as given by the
four Evangelists The author says in his preface:
“1 may truthfully designate it also a Commentary on
the Four Gospels— though an informal one.”

From this meagre outline it will be seen that in several
respects this is an important contribution to the higher
Christian literature of our time. The remarkable
favour and interest with which it has been welcomed
show that the subject it secks 1o elucidate is one of
great public interest, and that the book has met the
expectations it has excited. The first edition was
exhausted in a few months, and the second is now
issued.

To the scholarly reader the value of the work is
greatly enhanced by the number of sub,ects that re-
cawve fuller treatment inthe Appondices than would be
appropriate in the body of the work. Much light is
thrown upon difficult peints and information given
respecting some imperfectly known portions of Hebrew
literaturc. In the Appendices the sam. condensation
and cleamess characteristic of the text are to be found.,

The style is frec and flowing, yet pure and accurate.
The average readcr can readily follow the exposition
of the Alexandrian Neo Platonism with as much ease
and interest as he peruses the graphiic delincation of
hostonicalincidents.  Dr. Edershiem exhibits the same
carcfulness in matters of minute detail in his en-
deavour to give an adequate elucidation of his mamn
theme. It is no crude and hastily-executed picce of
task-work, but the result of close application, patient



