oW o b >0 A D i

=T b 20w ™Y ad Kk

™ ™ N Bectat v I

2 e 2% Y © 3%

o M 2

e MW Ky (e I

€W Ot 3 e o -

& 3 e

it o D I

AuousT 3oth, 1882.]

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

557

P

Her great-grandfather was the Rev. Archibald
McLean, minister of the parish of ‘Kilfinichen and
Ross, Mull, about the middle of the last century. He
was an eminent minister of the Gospel, and was com-
monly known among the people by the name of Mr.
Archibald, .

Her mother’s father was the Rev. Neil McLeod, of
whom Dr. Samuel Johnson said that “ he was the
clearest-headed man he had met with in the Western
Islands.” He married Margaret McLean, daughter
of Mr. Archibald, whom he succeeded as minister of
the parish of Ross, Mull, and was the father of the
Rev. Alexander McLeod, D.D., of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church, New York, whose son was the
Rev. John Neil McLeod, Mrs. Blair's cousin.

The Rev. Dr. McL=an, president of Princeton Col-
lege, New Jersey, was her mother's cousin, being a
descendant of Mr. Archibald. A cousin of her grand-
father, Neil McLeod, was Rev. Norman McLs=od,
minister of Morven towards the end of last century,
whose two Su. < were ministers in the Church of Scot-
land—viz.,, Dr. Norman McLeod, of Campsie, and
latterly of St. Columba ; and Dr. John McLeud, of
Morven, who succeeded his father. Each of these
slso had sons in the ministry, one of whom was the
late Rev. Dr. Norman McLeod, of the Birony Church,
Glasgow.

All these eminent servants of the Lor.! in the Gos-
pel have joined the General Assembly wad Church of
the firstborn ; it may be therefore truly said that she
has been gathered to her people.

Captain McLean was the son of Lachlan McLean,
of Bun-essan, cominonly called Lachlan-Ban (se.
Lachlan the Fair). When the captain retired from
the army he lived for some time at Cairsaig, on the
south side of Ross, Mull, his family consisting of three
children—viz., Margaret Burnet, Lachlan Allan, and
Mary Sibella, the youngest.

Mary Sibella was born at Carsaig on the g*h of
November, 1821. When she was ten years old her
fatber removed to Campbeilton, in Kintyre, in order
that his children might have an opportuaity of attend-
ing the Azademy or High School taugh: by Dr. Brun-
ton in that piace, and thus receive the benefit of 2 good
education. Here they continued for some years,
attending the High School, and af.er leaving school
Mary went to Eogland to live with a near relative in
Yorkshire. When Mrs. McLean became a widow,
she returned to Mall with her two daughters, Mar-
garet and Mary, and for a time resided with her
widowed sister, Miss. McLean, of Ardfinaig, in Ross,
Mull. Here they hived at the ime of the Disruption
in 1843, and from their well known sympathy with the
evangelical party, they cast in their lot with and
became z2alous advocates of the principles of the
Free Church of Scotland.

In the winter of 1844 Mary became acqaainted with
him who was destined to be her tuture husbind, wh ile
he was in the isle of Mull as a Home Miscionary
between Brolas and Torosay. In 1847 or 1848 Mrs.
McLean with her daughters removed to O0an, where
the eldest, Margaret, met with Goeorg: G-erson,
teacher of the High School of that place, to whom she
was married. After this Mr. Grierson removed 1o
Perthshire, to teach the High S hool set up at Aber-
feldy by the late Marquis of U:cadalbane. Mrs.
McLean, his mother-ain-law, with Mary, her daughter,
accompanied him, and lived with him at Aberfelly
during the space of two years.

While they were here, the Rev. D. B. Blair returned
from Nova Scotia in November, 1850, and after nine
months, on the 26:h day of August, 1851, he and Mary
Sibella were united in the bonds of marriage by the
Rev. Donald Clarke, Free Church minister at Aber-
feidy. In the month of September they sailed fer
Nova Scotia in the good ship AMic-mac, and landing
at Halifax were warmly ieceived by the late Dr.
Forrester and his excellent wife. After a ong and
wearisome journey over Mount Them to Pictoy, they
ultimately arrived at Barney's River, where they took
up their permanent tesidence, and lived together in
peace, ‘ove, and happiness nearly thirty-one years,
until death suddenly severed the connection on the
morning of Tuesday, the 6 h June, 1882.

Oa Monday morning, the 29 h May, she was in her
usual health, but on Wednesday evening, the 3151, she
was seized with erysipelas of the most malignant type
in her left arm, and when her husband returned home
from the Synod on Saturday he found her in bed, very
sick. Hesaid to her : I never saw you so sick; I
fear the time of separation is come.” She replied ;

‘“It looks like it. I never felt so weak ; my strength
is all gone.”

Dr. Murray was sent for to see her on Monday, and
she rejoiced when he came. Being at this time unable
to speak, on account of swelling in her tongue, she
asked for a slate, and wrote down the question, “Is
there any hope of hfe for me, or do you think 1t is
death?” The doctor told her that there was hittle or
no hope. This intelhgence she received with calm
resignation, and wrote again, * Will the struggle be
long, or will [ suffer much?” The doctor said to her
he thought it would not be verylong. She then wrote
down on the slate : “ I am glad to see you, doctor,
and obliged to you for telling me so planly your
opwnion of my case.” The doctor then asked her
what were her views as to the future, and immediately
she wrote down the words, “ The future is bright,
bright—all bright.”

At three in the moraing she fell into a heavy sleep,
and continued so tll a little after eight o'clock on
Tuesday morming, when she silently breathed her
last without a struggle, and her spirit went to God
her Saviour, who redeemed her with His precious
blood.

She was beloved by all who knew her.
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GoLpeN TexT. = A prudent man foreseeth the
evil, and hideth himself.”"—Prov.22: 3

TiNE.—Same day as last four lessons—Tuesday before
the crucifixion.

Prack.—Vers. 1, 2. In the Temple preciacts.
3-10—on the Mouat of Olives.

PARALLEL.—Matt, 24 : 1-22; Luke 21 : 5-24.

NWotes and Comments.—Ver. 1. “ As He went ont
of the temple:" for the last time. He never returned.
* Stones—buildings : " building was going forward actively
at this very petiod, and doubtless many of the stones would
be lying abuut-—eac rmous blocks, according to Josephus.

Ver. 2. * Jesus answering :** the disciples had spoken of
the present, the Master speaks of the future, and prophesies
the complete destiuction of this magnificent building. So
unlikely did this then appear, that the disciples might well be
amazed, and think that it must refer to the end of the world.
Literally fulfilled when Titus gave orders—too exactly
obeyed—*“10 raze to the ground the whole city and temple.”

Ver. 3. The company pause and sit down before passing
over the Mount of Quves; frum theace they had fuli view of
the temple. **Peter,” etc.: two of these died before the
prophecy was fulfilled. ‘* Privately :* apart from the multi-
tude, possibly from the rest of the disciples, yet we think
the words of Chnst were spoken to the greater company.

Ver. 4. ** Tell us, when :” from theaccount of Matthew,
we gather that * these things ""—the return of their Master
and the end of the world—were linked together as one event
in the minds of the disciples.

Ves. §5,6. *“Takeheed:” a waming for us as well as
for the disciples.  **Tam,” REV. “ He:™ lit. * 24e Chuist,”
not simply professing to be His disciples, but to be /im—
false ants-Christs. 8nc of those who then heard Jesus tes-
tizied to the fulfilment of His words—1 John 2:18; 2
John : 7- iy :

Vers. 7. 8. The calamities foretold in these verses had a
tentible fulfilment; **rumours of war” came upon them,
threats by successive Roman emperors, and tidings of war
n different parts of the empire, wcluding the great struggle
of the Britons under Boad.cea. *¢ Earthquakes:™ no less
than six severe ones between this time and the destruction
of Jerasalem are chromcled. * Famines:" we have that
mentioned 1 Acts 11: 28, and others are recorded by
secular historians, ¢ Troubles: ™ Matthes and Luke,
« pestilences: ™ some of terzible severity occurzed at this
time. **End not yet:" 7., of the world age, which they
had supposed identical; the Saviour is guarding them against
this error.

Ver. ¢ Luke prefixes, ““belore all these: ” telling the
diserr’.  [somedhing that should happen to themselves first.
Van Oostersee says, ** There 1s a remarkable chmax in the
persecutions here foretold.  The slightest was delivenng
up to the synagagues for scourging ; a heavier conflict would
await them when ¢ brought before rulers,” etc., but the
most painful trial wonld befall them when they should he
betrayed by parents, friends and relations **—(see ver. 12)—
All this was fulfilled.

Ver. 10. ** The Gospel : ™ a joyful sign, opposed to and
outweighing all the sorrowful ones, of the cad of the
world : a double meaning, the preaching of the Gospel went
through the Roman world before the end of the Jewish
State, it 15 +0 go through the whole world before the end
of ends. Do we belicve 1t, and act upon it?

Ver. 11. A caution against anxious wurry and planning
when the things foretold should come upon them, and 2
promise of special iaspiration for such orcasions.  ** Take
no thought .” REV. ** be not anxious beforehand.” It omits
“ do not premeditate.”

Vers. 12, 13- A continuation of the prophecies of suffer-
ingin ver.9. Unbelief and hate were to break the ciosest
ties of nature, and terribly did thiscometo pass. Read Fox,
or any of the eatly Christian historiaps, for an account of

Vers.

how they wers “hated of all men,” and endured the
bitterest fites of persecution ** untothe end,”—not the end of
ver 7—each must depend on the sut ject spoken of—here it
is the Leliever's probation—1leb. 3: 144 16: 23-39

Ver. 14. **When ye shall see:"” (REv. omats *“spoken
of vy Daniel the prophet”). Our lowd's hearers would
understand this to mean an idolatrous power set up in
and polluting the temple.

Veis. 15, 16.  ** Housetop : * by the flat roofs of Eastern
houses a person might pass over a large part of the city, and
thus reach the walls, when escape by the street was im.
possible. ** Field—ganment :”* thosz who had gone forth
to labour in the field, leaving (as they would dc), their outer
garment, were not to return even for that, needful as it
would be to them.

Vers. 17, 18, This foretelling of the special misery
of mothers *“1n those davs,” would, more than the rest,
tell of their ternble character, for mothers were by the
Jews accuunted blessed and honoured of God. ¢ Not in
the winter. ” the difficuliies then would Le much greater
the mouatain roads being impassable, and camping
out at mght perilous to all, specially to women and chil-
dren.  Matthew adds, **neither on the Sabbath:” when
feaung to bneak the command they mught be tempted to
rema.n.

Ver. 19.  For the horrors of * those days," see Josephus;
the crusiies of the Romans and sufferings of the Jews
were unprecedented.

Ver. 20 **Except—no flash: " this phrase is restricted
here by the context to the Jews—so Jer. 12: 12—** Mine
heritas,., ““elect’s sake: " those who were chosen by Him
1o be delivered from these judgments, for their sakes the
days were shortened.

HINTS TO TEACHERS,

The destruction of the temple.—The disciples, like their
fellow Jews, imagined that the temple would always remain;;
that as Jerusalem would be the centre to which all nations
should come to partake of the blessings of Messiah’s reign,
so the temple, which was above all things else the embodi-
ment of the Jewish system, should be perpetually and
increasingly glurified ; but ust because it did so represent
the Jewish system, was it pre-eminently to share in the
destruction to come upon the city and nation.

False Christs.—As the prophecy concerning these de-
ceivers occurs again in the next lesson, we will dwell upon
it there.

Wars and rumours of wars.—These are the natural out-
come of the terrible wickedoess so rife among the nations,
and perhaps no other period of history manilested this so
fully. It would be impossible here to name even the many
details of the fulfilment of this prophecy. Sufice it that
wars and massacres, tumults and rebellions were constant;
in a very few years civil war broke out all over the Roman
empire. Not long after this there were no lass than five
emperors of Rume, four of these having been slain, and the
disturbancss connccted with sxch change were tremendous.
This is the world without God, aad without the Gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Social and physial disturbances.—The famine in the reign
of Claudiwus; carthquakes in Campania and A.ia Minor,
whereby whole cities were destroyed; with pestilence of a
frightful character in Judea and in Italy ;—it would ceem as
if nature itself was hornbly smitten for the sin of men.

Haired and persccutions.—No part of the prophecy re-
ceived a more complete fulfilment than this. Chistians
were hated of all mea for the sake of the Master. Whatever
might be the hatred of tae heathen to each other, they had
2 common hatred of Christ’s disciples ; they were treated as
the offscouring of the earth, and atrocities almost beyond
belief were inflicted upon **the sect called Christians.” Let
us be thankful that we live in a time of liberty of conscience;
let us prize and hold fast the blessed privilege.

Of the unizersal preacking of the G’.J:fel. —Thank God for
this one bright sign amid so many datk and dreadful. We
have a duty to help the fulfilment of this; let us help that
the Gospel may be ¢ publithed among all nations.”

The pollution of the holy place.—To a Jew the most dread-
ful calamity that could happen, the oge against which they
fought with the desperation of fanaticism, came to pass, and
the prophecy in its teriible completeness was fulfilled.

What do these prophecies and their folfilment say to us?
Tiat sin will bring punistiment.—All these calamities
were the resvlt of sin.  For generations the God of Israel
had borne with the people ; they were the wicked husband-
men of the parable ; and now that they were about to kill
the Son, the only, the beloved “an, the cup of their iniquity
would be full, and the sentence of justice must be fulfilled.
Sonow. The Lord is merciful and gracious, but there will
come a time when mercy will cease to plead, and only judg-
ment be heard. Teach that **#Azs is the accepted time,
this is the day of salvation.” Teach also that so sure as
these prophecies were fulfilled, the greater fulfilment will, is,
taking place; there is to be anend of the world, a **coming”
uf the Lord jesus. Let us teach our scholars so to live that
when He cometh they may meet Him with joy and pot with
sortow. **Even so, come, Lotd Jesus”

TRUTHS AND TEACHINGS.

There may be an outward appearance of prosperity and
beauty while the within is loathsome.

Christ tells us all of the future that is needful for our
warning.

Great sins bring down great judgments,

Terrible is the end of the ungodly. —Rom. 2: 8, 9.

Prrcecuted but net forsaken, the portion of Christ's
disciples.—2 Cor. 4: S, 9.

Unbelief transforms our dearest friends into our bitterest
enemies.—Matt. 1(}: 21. ) ;

Theie it a way of escape—only one —from the great judp-
wents nfGod.—)HclL 2 -p3. v gretynce

1f the nphteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly
and the sinner appear 2—1 Peter 4: 18.

Main XL.esson.—To endeavour, by God's help, that oar

country shall be better because we huce lived.—Matt. §:
16: John 35:8; 2 Thess. 1: 13; 1 Peter 2: 12,



